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MISSION

Develop an action plan to address chronic homelessness and homelessness
among older individuals

WORKTO DATE

Established which issues in the 2014 blueprint are still valid

Gathered data about the target population and their needs

Developed more specific action steps

Coordinated with other ongoing work to ensure no duplication of effort

Identified areas for innovation and demonstration
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* Gathered data from CoCs to create a picture of elder homelessness
* 1,411 chronically homeless individuals in shelter or on the streets

* 6,959 elders in emergency shelter or transitional housing

* Created matrix of “elderly” definitions used for different housing and
service programs

* Developed Authorization to Release Information form
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ONGOING WORK

Homelessness Prevention

* Distribute Authorization to Release Form
* Move forward on reforms to Representative Payee system

Enhance Data Systems and Capacity to Utilize Information

* Develop a warehouse for integrating data about homelessness

* Collaborate with CoCs to track data about age during annual Point in
Time homeless census

* Use CoC MA-HMIS data to determine unmet housing and service needs
of older individuals

Build Housing and Service Partnerships

* Develop resource guides for specific geographic regions including sample
forms

* Facilitate regional meetings to inform about best practices and encourage
local partnerships
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ONGOING WORK

Facilitate Access to Supportive Housing

* Create a by-name list of homeless elders

* Engage PHAs and housing owners to accept referrals of homeless elders
into housing

Expand Housing and Service Options

* Promote Sustainability of rest home model

* Explore and replicate innovative housing and service models

e Low-demand rest home model
* Expanding CSPECH program

 Facilitating access to services for chronically homeless elders in Boston
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