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Minutes of the Massachusetts Traffic Records                            Coordinating Committee Meeting –January 20, 2012
TRCC Meeting Logistics
	Meeting
	Massachusetts Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC)

	Date/Time
	Friday, January, 20 2012, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

	Sponsor
	Highway Safety Division (HSD), Office of Grants and Research (OGR), Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS)

	Facilitator
	Sheila Burgess, Director, EOPSS/HSD

	Participants
	Sheila Burgess, EOPSS/HSD
Donna Brennan, Merit Rating Board (MRB)
Richard Conard, Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT)/Highway Division
David Dinocco, MassDOT
Richard Hill, MRB

Holly Hackman, Department of Public Health (DPH)

Sylvia Hobbs, DPH
Maureen Kelly, Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)/Central Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS)

Lance Lawson, Mansfield Police Department
	Chief Robert Meaney, Medfield Police Department

Promise Otaluka, Federal Highway Administration 

Karen Perduyn, Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV)

Matthew Poirier, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

Barbara Rizzuti, EOPSS/HSD
Alex Wagner, Fisher College
Dan Zivkovich, Municipal Police Training Committee

	Location
	State Transportation Building, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA, Conference Rooms 2 & 3

	Agenda
	Agenda

· Brief introductions by TRCC members 

· Review/approval of August 30, 2011 minutes

· Update on 2011 Section 408 Funding

· Section 408 Interim Progress Report
· Information about the bidders’ conference for the 2012 application for grant funding 

· Discussion of the regional meetings that are being conducted to discuss how state                        agencies use police crash reports and the importance of accurate data

· Update on the Strategic Highway Safety Plan 

· Project Progress Reports

Karen Perduyn, Registry of Motor Vehicles: E-Submission Project and Scanning Solution for Police Crash Reports



Sylvia Hobbs and Abdullah Rehayem, Department of Public Health: Massachusetts Ambulance Trip Record Information System and Trauma Registry

Casey Woodley, Office of Technology and Information Services: Electronic Data Capture System

· Breakdown of TRCC funds

· Other business/upcoming events        

· Next meeting: To be determined

· Adjourn


	Next Meeting
	    Monday, March 5, 2012 - State Transportation Building, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA, Conference Room 4


Meeting Summary
Welcome and Introductions
Sheila Burgess welcomed all of the attendees. 
Review/approval of May 18, 2011 minutes 

Rick Conard asked Sylvia Hobbs if the minutes from the last meeting accurately reflected her thoughts about Crash Outcome Data Evaluation System (CODES). Sylvia Hobbs confirmed that during the last TRCC meeting, she said that she thinks CODES is important, but DPH is able to conduct deterministic linkages rather than probabilistic linkages. 

Sheila Burgess said that UMass no longer wants to run CODES and that EOPSS/HSD has been having conversations about how to move forward since the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration will not be funding the program for Massachusetts. Sheila Burgess said that it may make more sense to fund a DPH program with deterministic linkages.  Sylvia Hobbs said that Massachusetts Community Health Information Profile (MassCHIP) may be the best portal for this data. 

Lance Lawson moved to approve the minutes from August 30, 2011. Holly Hackman seconded the motion. The minutes were approved. 
Update on 2011 Section 408 Funding

Sheila Burgess said that EOPSS/HSD was awarded Section 408 funding in September. Members of the Executive-Level TRCC (METRCC) were asked to provide their opinion on Undersecretary Curt Wood’s recommendations to fully fund the projects proposed by the Danvers Police Department and the MassDOT and partially fund DPH’s project with $200,000. Sheila Burgess said that EOPSS/HSD is just waiting for one METRCC member to respond. Sheila Burgess said that DPH will submit an updated budget with proportionate funding. This can then be revisited once the RMV knows how much leftover funding there will be from the E-Submission project. 

Section 408 Interim Progress Report
Barbara Rizzuti said that she is in the process of drafting the interim progress report for NHTSA so that it can be approved prior to the submission of the FFY 2012 Section 408 grant application.
Sheila Burgess said that the project with MRB and courts may be able to be used for the interim report. Richard Hill noted that timeliness has improved as a result of this project. 

Information about the bidders’ conference for the 2012 application for grant funding 
Barbara Rizzuti said that EOPSS/HSD will be having a bidders’ conference to go over the requirement of the Section 408 application and answer any questions. The information would be included in the availability for grant funding that is set to be released in a few weeks. 
Discussion of the regional meetings that are being conducted to discuss how state agencies use police crash reports and the importance of accurate data
Barbara Rizzuti said that EOPSS/HSD, MassDOT Highway Division and the RMV have been conducting regional meetings to discuss how their agencies use crash data and why data quality is important. These meetings also gave departments the opportunity to ask questions and voice any reporting concerns. Barbara Rizzuti also noted that some departments thought they were submitting electronically, but the RMV wasn’t receiving them, and the RMV is now in the process of resolving this.  Sheila Burgess noted that these meetings have been successful in getting departments to report crashes.
Holly Hackman said that she was interested in knowing how complete the crash file is. Karen Perduyn said that there isn’t a way to know that right now and others agreed. Sylvia Hobbs said that she has also had a problem with Boston reporting EMS data and that DPH may need to take action against them by withholding funds. 
 Dan Zivkovich said that we may want to look at the number of departments that weren’t   reporting before the meetings but are now since there will most likely be an improvement.
Update on the Strategic Highway Safety Plan 
Barbara Rizzuti said that MassDOT is hoping to update the Strategic Highway Safety Plan this summer. MassDOT is setting up meetings with agencies to review their strategies so that they can analye the information to see what the safety issues are.
Project Progress Reports

Karen Perduyn, Registry of Motor Vehicles: E-Submission Project and Scanning Solution for Police Crash Reports

Karen Perduyn said that the RMV is waiting on their IT to finish one task and then they will be transferring the unused funds back to EOPSS/HSD. She also said that she will be sending the equipment information for the scanning solution project to Barbara.
Sylvia Hobbs and Abdullah Rehayem, Department of Public Health: Massachusetts Ambulance Trip Record Information System and Trauma Registry

Sylvia Hobbs said that DPH is working on the upgrade of the NEMSIS system. DPH is also in the process of deciding whether to house the servers in Chelsea or in Minnesota to save money.

Casey Woodley, Office of Technology and Information Services: Electronic Data Capture System

Sheila Burgess said that Casey Woodley was unable to attend this meeting but she will ask for a summary of how the project is progressing. 

Breakdown of TRCC funds
Barbara Rizzuti said that she passed out a document detailing how much of the Section 408 funds have been spent on projects. There were no questions.
Other business/upcoming events

Karen Perduyn said that she is waiting on the MMUCC to be finalized before the crash reports are finalized. Chief Meaney said that a Webinar is planned for February to finalize the guidelines. 

Sylvia Hobbs said that the American College of Surgeons will be visiting Massachusetts and DPH will ask them to look at how crash victims are triaged. Stakeholders will be invited to a meeting in June.
Holly Hackman said that DPH also received a large Center for Disease Control grant to work on a strategic plan. She mentioned that she is interested in establishing a baseline for crashes to see if Massachusetts is improving. Dan Zivkovich cautioned her that as the data improves it is going to look like crashes are increasing but in reality it is that more departments are reporting. Holly Hackman asked if the seat belt survey could be used to show progress. Sheila Burgess cautioned that the methodology is changing and it may look as if seat belt use is declining. 
Sheila Burgess said that Fisher College would also like to sit on the TRCC and that this would be added to the agenda for the next meeting. 

Adjourn
Meeting adjourned. 
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