
 
 

Registration    
Register online at List of Current MFA Courses. To register by mail or fax, please complete a standard DFS/MFA 
Student Application and mail to: Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, 
Stow, MA 01775 or fax it to: (978) 567-3229. To register by email, please scan and email applications to 
mfa.registration@state.ma.us. 
 
 

Department of Fire Services 
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TERRORISM: PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT & IMPLICATIONS 

 
 

 
Acts of terrorism are unparalleled in their potential to undermine psychological 
stability. This course will explore preparedness and response to terrorism with an 
emphasis on at-risk populations, coping mechanisms, resiliency, self-care for 
disaster responders, and lessons learned from recent events such as the Oklahoma 
City Bombing and the attacks of September 11, 2001.  Psychological and 
psychosomatic symptoms will be presented, with discussion of how reactions may 
vary depending on the type of weapon utilized (chemical, biological, radiological, 
nuclear, explosive, and cyber-terrorism).  Other topics will include recent 
innovations in response to catastrophic disasters and terrorism, including Family 
Assistance Centers and Respite Centers.  Subjects covered include: 

 
 
• Disasters and their psychological implications 
• Trauma, “at-risk” groups, and phases of a disaster 
• “Disaster invariables” that occur in every disaster 
• Terrorism and its intended effects 
• Personal stories of the impact of terrorism 
• “Toxicity Factors” of terrorist events 
• Factors and situations that influence psychological response 
• Terrorist groups, methodologies, and goals 
• Psychological impact of disasters 
• “Benign” vs. “Malignant” psychological reactions 

 
 
This course is designed for anyone who wants to be prepared for effectively 
responding to terrorism, including first responders, emergency managers, the 
military, health and mental health professionals, chaplains and spiritual care 
personnel, disaster workers, childcare workers and school personnel, and 
responders in the corporate sector. 
 
Completion of “Terrorism: Psychological Impact and Implications” and receipt of 
certificate indicating full attendance (14 contact hours) qualifies as a class in the 
ICISF’s Certificate of Specialized Training Program. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Month DD, YYYY 
 
Course Number:  
200-XXX-XXX-YYYY-SP-A 
 
Location: 
Location Name/Address (as 
listed in the system) 
 
Time: 
0900-1700 
 
Course Fee: 
$XX.XX  
 
Notes: 
This is a “Priority Selection” 
course which is not first 
come-first serve. 
 
Priority Selection Date: 
Month DD, YYYY 
 
Credits 
FCC  = 
FPO  = 
OEMS  = 

 

April 26 & 27, 2016 
 
Course Number:  
200-000-648-2016-SP-A 
 
Location: 
Cape & Islands CISM 
Conference 
Cape Codder Resort & Spa 
1225 Iyannough Road 
Hyannis, MA 02601    
 
Time: 
0800-1800 
 
Notes: 
This is a “Priority Selection” 
course which is not first 
come-first serve. 
 
Priority Selection Date: 
April 12, 2016 
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http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
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