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 DATE:   April 4, 2016 

 

 RE:   Colored Powder 

 

 

In June 2015, colored powder was determined to be the cause of a flash fire in Taiwan injuring 

nearly 500 people.  Following this incident, the use of colored powder has been scrutinized.  The 

primary ingredient of most colored powders is corn starch, which is a combustible dust.  When 

dispersed in sufficient concentrations and ignited, they can create flash fires in open areas or dust 

explosions in confined areas.  In Massachusetts, 527 CMR 1.00, the Comprehensive Fire Safety 

Code, regulates the use of combustible dust within a building, but does not have provisions for the 

common use of combustible powders outdoors in the popular “color runs”. 

 

Within a building, 527 CMR 1.00: 40.1 requires equipment, processes, and operations that involve 

the manufacture, processing, blending, repackaging, or handling of combustible particulate solids 

or combustible dusts regardless of concentration or particle size to comply with Chapter 40 and 

various applicable combustible dust standards.  780 CMR, the Massachusetts State Building Code, 

also has provisions for hazardous materials storage and use.   

 

Outside of a building, 527 CMR 1.00 and 780 CMR have a limited scope.  Based on the 

circumstances of the Taiwan incident, fire officials should specifically ask event planners if 

colored powders will be used and consider the following when working with them for events 

involving the use of colored powders: 

 

 Do not allow the use of colored powders in enclosed spaces.  Enclosed spaces can include 

tents, empty pools, or small enclosed stadiums.  The enclosure of a space can contain the 

colored powder in a concentration that could generate a dust cloud. 

 Do not allow the presence of nearby ignition sources.  Since colored powders are 

combustible, limiting smoking areas, stage lighting and other electrical or gas-powered 
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equipment to a powder-free zone will reduce the possible exposure of combustible dust to 

a source of ignition. 

 Do not allow the projection of colored powders over a crowd through cannons or other 

powered means. Using a cannon or other powered (electrically or pneumatically) device to 

spread the colored powders increases the risk of suspending the powder in the air in a 

concentration susceptible to combustion. 

 Request and review Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) for the specific powder that will be used in 

the event.  Request all data related to the explosibility and combustibility of the powder 

 Where possible, use powders that contain non-combustible additives, such as sodium 

bicarbonate, that may reduce the hazard.   

 

Further assistance is always available from the Division of Fire Safety on this and similar 

issues.  If you have further questions, please contact the Code Compliance Help Desk at 

(978)567-3375. 



 
 

Registration 
Register online at List of Current MFA Courses. To register by mail or fax, please complete a standard DFS/MFA 
Student Application and mail to: Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, 
Stow, MA 01775 or fax it to: (978) 567-3229. To register by email, please scan and email applications to 
mfa.registration@state.ma.us. 
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NIGHTCLUB FIRE SAFETY 
 
 

This class is designed to deliver an overview of nightclub fire safety laws and 
regulations to fire officials and inspectors, building commissioners and 
inspectors, nightclub owners and operators, Massachusetts ABCC officials, 
and nightclub crowd managers. The focal point of the training will be to 
provide a better understanding of what type of conditions to look for when 
conducting an inspection, a clearer picture of how code violations impact 
nightclubs and similar regulated venues, and insight on how to reduce or 
eliminate violations, with the main focus on occupant safety. Through the use 
of lecture, case studies, exercises, and a knowledge assessment, the attendees 
will build upon their basic knowledge of the safety codes to develop a more 
thorough understanding of the specific risks associated with these special 
occupancies and the steps necessary to properly conduct inspections.  

Additional course offerings will be scheduled in the near future. 
 
Please share this flyer with, and invite the building officials and nightclub owners, 
operators and crowd managers from your jurisdiction to register and attend. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

*** See the following pages for current course offerings *** 
 

Department of Fire Services 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

 
 
Notes: 
This course consists of 
eight (8) hours of 
instructor-led classroom 
training.  Program 
materials will be provided. 
 
 
Prerequisite:  There are no 
prerequisites to take this 
course. 
 
 
Credits 
FCC  =   TBD 
FPO  =   TBD 
OEMS  =   None 

http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseAndSectionsList.asp?&filterCoursesBy=nothing&showSections=0
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
mailto:mfa.registration@state.ma.us


 
 

Registration 
Register online at List of Current MFA Courses. To register by mail or fax, please complete a standard DFS/MFA 
Student Application and mail to: Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, 
Stow, MA 01775 or fax it to: (978) 567-3229. To register by email, please scan and email applications to 
mfa.registration@state.ma.us. 
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Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-C 
Date:                        April 27, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Fitchburg State University, Hammond Hall G/01  
 160 Pearl Street Fitchburg       

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-I 
Date:                        May 2, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, Room 127  
  One State Road, Stow, MA               

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-J 
Date:                        May 6, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, Room 119  
 100 Grochmal Ave, Springfield, MA                

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-A 
Date:                        May 12, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  COMM Fire Department, Training Room  
 1875 Falmouth Rd. Centerville, MA 

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-E 
Date:                        May 17, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Massassoit CC – Conference Center  
 770 Crescent St., Brockton, MA                    

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-D 
Date:                        May 24, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  South Deerfield Fire Department  
 84 Greenfield Rd. S. Greenfield, MA                    

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-G 
Date:                        May 26, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Fall River Fire Department, North End Stations  
          140 Commerce Dr. Fall River, MA 

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-K 
Date:                        May 31, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, Room 125  
 One State Road, Stow, MA               

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-L 
Date:                        June 9, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, Room 125  
 One State Road, Stow, MA               

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-M 
Date:                        June 11, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, Room 118  
 100 Grochmal Ave, Springfield, MA                

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-F 
Date:                        June 13, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Massassoit CC – Conference Center  
 770 Crescent St., Brockton, MA                    

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-N 
Date:                        June 16, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Middlesex Community College, Café East Room  
 591 Springs Road, Bedford, MA               

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-B 
Date:                        June 21, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  COMM Fire Department, Training Room  
 1875 Falmouth Rd. Centerville, MA              

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-SP-H 
Date:                        June 28, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Harvard University – Boston, Cumnock Hall Rm. 103  
 117 Western Ave. Boston, MA                
                     Parking fee $16/day  
 

http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseAndSectionsList.asp?&filterCoursesBy=nothing&showSections=0
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
mailto:mfa.registration@state.ma.us


 
 

Registration 
Register online at List of Current MFA Courses. To register by mail or fax, please complete a standard DFS/MFA 
Student Application and mail to: Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, 
Stow, MA 01775 or fax it to: (978) 567-3229. To register by email, please scan and email applications to 
mfa.registration@state.ma.us. 
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Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-FA-C 
Date:                        July 14, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, Link classroom  
 One State Road, Stow, MA 

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-FA-B 
Date:                        July 18, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1600 
Location:  Harvard University – Boston,  Cumnock Hall Rm. 103       
 117 Western Ave. Boston, MA 
               Parking fee $16/day  

Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-FA-A 
Date:                        August 8, 2016 
 

Time:  0800-1600 
Location:     Fall River Fire Department, North End Station   

  140 Commerce Dr. Fall River, MA 
Course Code:          200-023-960-2016-FA-D 
Date:                        August 18, 2016 
 

Time:   0800-1600 
Location:     Middlesex Community College, Café East Room   

      591 Springs Road, Bedford, MA               

http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseAndSectionsList.asp?&filterCoursesBy=nothing&showSections=0
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
mailto:mfa.registration@state.ma.us


 
 

Registration   
Register online at List of Current MFA Courses To register by mail or fax, please complete a standard DFS/MFA 
Student Application and mail to: Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, 
Stow, MA 01775 or fax it to: (978) 567-3229. To register by email, please scan and email applications to 
mfa.registration@state.ma.us. 
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REMEMBERING WHEN™ A FIRE AND FALLS 
PREVENTION PROGRAM FOR OLDER ADULTS – 
TRAIN THE TRAINER 

 
 

This Train the Trainer workshop is designed for firefighters and their senior 
partnering agencies.  Remembering When™ A Fire and Fall Prevention 
Program for Older Adults was developed by the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to 
help older adults live safely at home for as long as possible. The 
Remembering When™ curriculum is centered around 16 key safety messages 
– eight fire and eight fall prevention – developed by experts from national 
and local safety organizations as well as through focus groups testing in high-
fire-risk states.  The program was designed to be implemented by a coalition 
including the local fire department, service clubs, social and religious 
organizations, retirement communities and others. Coalition members can 
decide how to best approach the local senior population: through group 
presentations, during home visits, and/or as part of a smoke alarm installation 
and fall intervention program.  Participants will review the updated 
curriculum, practice using the activities and plan for implementation. This 
workshop is a great resource for local Senior SAFE programs. Firefighters are 
encouraged to bring a senior agency partner to this workshop. 
 
Prerequisite: There are no prerequisites to take this course.  
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May 19, 2016 
 
Course Number:  
200-000-PE3-2016-SP-A 
 
Location: 
Bourne Fire Department 
Sagamore Station 
51 Meetinghouse Road 
Bourne, MA 
 
Time: 
10:00-15:00 
 
Notes: 
This is a “Priority 
Selection” course which is 
not first come-first serve. 
 
Priority Selection Date: 
May 5, 2016 
 
Credits 
FCC  =Pending 
FPO  =15 
OEMS  =2 

http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseAndSectionsList.asp?&filterCoursesBy=nothing&showSections=0
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
mailto:mfa.registration@state.ma.us


 
 

Department of Fire Services 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

 

 
 
 

Department of Fire Services 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

 
 
 
Course Fee: 
None 

 
 
 
Credits: 
FCC  = TBD 
FPO  = TBD 
OEMS  =   TBD 

 
 
 
Notes: 
This is a first come-first 
serve course.    
 

TAKING ACTION AGAINST CANCER IN THE 
FIRE SERVICE 
Presented By: Russell Osgood and Michael G. Hamrock, MD   
 
Cancer is becoming an ever increasing cause of firefighter line-of-duty 
deaths.  Firefighters have much higher rates of cancer than the residents 
they serve because of exposure to carcinogens on the fire ground and in the 
fire house.  This course will provide information on immediate actions that 
all ranks from firefighter to Chief can take to reduce the occupational cancer 
risk and how the nonprofit Firefighter Cancer Support Network can help 
firefighters cope with cancer.  In addition, participants will learn the 
importance of promoting a new culture of safety and fitness by developing 
the mindset that firefighters are tactical athletes to help prevent cancer, 
heart disease, and injuries within their departments. 

 
 
 
 

Course Code: 200-010-422-2016-SP-A 
Date: May 24, 2016 

 
 
 

Course Code: 200-010-422-2016-SP-B 
Date: June 2, 2016 

 
 
 

Course Code: 200-010-422-2016-SP-C 
Date: June 8, 2016 

Time: 0900-1300 
Location:  COMM Fire Dept., Station 1 

1875 Falmouth Rd. 
Centerville, MA 02632 

Time: 0900-1300 
Location: Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

One State Road, Stow, MA 
MFA – Room 127 

Time: 0900-1300 
Location: Springfield MFA 

100 Grochmal Ave, Springfield, MA 
Classroom 119 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration 
Register online at List of Current MFA Courses To register by mail or fax, please complete a standard  DFS/MFA 
Student Application and mail to: Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, 
Stow, MA 01775 or fax it to: (978) 567-3229. To register by email, please scan and email applications to 
mfa.registration@state.ma.us. 

http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseAndSectionsList.asp?&amp;filterCoursesBy=nothing&amp;showSections=0
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
mailto:mfa.registration@state.ma.us
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Presenter Biographies 
 

Dr. Michael Hamrock practices internal medicine and addiction medicine at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center and is 
the primary care physician for many Boston firefighters and police officers. In his twenty years of service with the 
Boston Fire Department, first as a firefighter, and later as the department physician, he developed a unique 
perspective and understanding of the many immediate and long-term serious health risks associated with 
firefighting. Dr. Hamrock is on the Board of Advisors of the Last Call Foundation where he continues to motivate 
and empower Boston firefighters to better prepare themselves for the tremendous physical, chemical, and mental 
stresses of their occupation. He is working closely with the Firefighter Cancer Support Network to establish 
guidelines for primary care physicians for Comprehensive Firefighter Physical Exams that target heart disease and 
cancer screenings and prevention. Dr. Hamrock runs marathons with the Boston Fire running team and is a 
member of the Boston Fire/Metro Fire Critical Incident Stress Management Team. 

 
Russell Osgood has been a firefighter for more than 25 years, the past 18 in Portsmouth N.H. When cancer took 
two young members of his department, he and other members stepped up to create change. As the Firefighter 
Cancer Support Network State Director in New Hampshire, Russell was instrumental in developing the New 
Hampshire Cancer Awareness and Prevention Initiative. Recently, Russell served as co-developer and key 
instructor for new “Taking Action against Cancer in the Fire Service” national cancer-prevention program. He is 
also a contributing member for FCSN’s 2016 cancer-prevention white paper, an international effort to provide 
cancer awareness and prevention guidelines to the fire service; expected publication early in 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Registration – 
Register online at List of Current MFA Courses To register by mail or fax, please complete a standard  DFS/MFA 
Student Application and mail to: Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, 
Stow, MA 01775 or fax it to: (978) 567-3229. To register by email, please scan and email applications to 
mfa.registration@state.ma.us. 

 

http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseAndSectionsList.asp?&amp;filterCoursesBy=nothing&amp;showSections=0
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html
mailto:mfa.registration@state.ma.us


 
 

Registration –   
Register at List of Current MFA Courses by completing a standard DFS/MFA student application and mail with 
the $20 course fee payment to: Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, Stow, 
MA 01775. 
 

Department of Fire Services 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

Presenter Biographies 
 

Dr. Michael Hamrock practices internal medicine and addiction medicine at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center and is 
the primary care physician for many Boston firefighters and police officers. In his twenty years of service with the 
Boston Fire Department, first as a firefighter, and later as the department physician, he developed a unique 
perspective and understanding of the many immediate and long-term serious health risks associated with 
firefighting.  Dr. Hamrock is on the Board of Advisors of the Last Call Foundation where he continues to motivate 
and empower Boston firefighters to better prepare themselves for the tremendous physical, chemical, and mental 
stresses of their occupation. He is working closely with the Firefighter Cancer Support Network to establish 
guidelines for primary care physicians for Comprehensive Firefighter Physical Exams that target heart disease and 
cancer screenings and prevention. Dr. Hamrock runs marathons with the Boston Fire running team and is a 
member of the Boston Fire/Metro Fire Critical Incident Stress Management Team.    
 
Russell Osgood has been a firefighter for more than 25 years, the past 18 in Portsmouth N.H.  When cancer took 
two young members of his department, he and other members stepped up to create change. As the Firefighter 
Cancer Support Network State Director in New Hampshire, Russell was instrumental in developing the New 
Hampshire Cancer Awareness and Prevention Initiative. Recently, Russell served as co-developer and key 
instructor for new “Taking Action against Cancer in the Fire Service” national cancer-prevention program. He is 
also a contributing member for FCSN’s 2016 cancer-prevention white paper, an international effort to provide 
cancer awareness and prevention guidelines to the fire service; expected publication early in 2016. 

 

http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseAndSectionsList.asp?&filterCoursesBy=nothing&showSections=0
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html


 

Registration        
To register by mail or fax, please complete the National Fire Academy Application (front page only) and mail to: 
Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, Stow, MA 01775 or fax it to: (978) 567-
3229. To register by email, please scan and email applications to mfa.registration@state.ma.us. 
 

Department of Fire Services 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY PROGRAMS 
IN MASSACHUSETTS  

 
Decision Making for Initial Company Operations   (NFA Course # F0457)  
This course is designed to develop the decision making skills needed for Company Officers (CO’s) to accomplish 
assigned tactics at structure fires. As a Company Officer with the real possibility of being first to arrive at an 
incident, the CO’s initial decisions will have an impact throughout the entire incident. It is vital that they be able to 
make good management decisions that have a favorable impact on the eventual outcome. In addition to a possible 
role as the initial incident commander (IC), the CO may well be assigned a subordinate position within the ICS 
organization. CO’s need to have a clear understanding of the system, the position assigned, and their role in the 
organization if they are to function effectively and help make the system work.  
 
Primary Audience: Newly appointed Company Officers; firefighters who wish to become an officer. 
 
Best Practices in Community Risk Reduction (NFA Course # F0635) 
This course demonstrates to students nationally recognized principles that, when used appropriately, can lead to 
community risk-reduction programs that can measure success in local communities. This course will give students 
the opportunity to explore programs from communities across the United States that have been showcased at 
Vision 20/20 symposiums. These programs demonstrate what nationally recognized organizations identify as 
examples of “best practices” in community risk reduction. 
 
There is a pre-course assignment which should take about one hour that you will receive upon enrollment. 
 
Primary Audience: 

• Fire and emergency services personnel who help develop and deliver fire prevention and community risk-
reduction programs.  

• Fire and emergency services staff with an interest in advancing risk-reduction efforts in their community.  
• Allied health and community service personnel who help develop and deliver risk-reduction programs. 

 
Residential Sprinkler Plan Review (NFA Course # F0142) 
The scope of this course looks at the following as the primary guidance for the approval of residential sprinkler 
systems:  

• National Fire Protection Association 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems.  
• NFPA 13D, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One- and Two-Family Dwellings and 

Manufactured Homes.  
• NFPA 13R, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in Low-Rise Residential Occupancies.  
• International Residential Code Standard P2904.  
• Manufacturer's Data Sheets.  
• The ability to read and interpret the design is an essential element of preventive fire safety. 

 
Primary Audience: 
This course is appropriate for building and fire code officials whose responsibility it is to review and approve 
residential sprinkler plans. Such officials include fire inspectors, fire marshals, and building code inspectors with at 
least one year of experience on the job. The audience should have an understanding of the history of water-based 
fire protection systems and methods used to verify hydraulic calculation. 
 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/ff_119_25_2_75_5a.pdf
mailto:mfa.registration@state.ma.us


 

Registration        
To register by mail or fax, please complete the National Fire Academy Application (front page only) and mail to: 
Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, Stow, MA 01775 or fax it to: (978) 567-
3229. To register by email, please scan and email applications to mfa.registration@state.ma.us. 
 

Department of Fire Services 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

 
Building Organizational Support for Community Risk Reduction (NFA Course # F0636) 
This course is designed to help fire and emergency services learn what community risk reduction is and how to 
build organizational support for it. This course will address the challenges that fire departments face in shifting their 
priorities from response to prevention. In many departments, community risk reduction is still considered a low 
priority. This course will show you how community risk reduction can help you and your department become more 
of a community player in times of decreased budgets.  
 
This course includes three units of instruction:  

• Unit 1: Components of Community Risk Reduction.  
• Unit 2: Community Risk Reduction as a Service Priority.  
• Unit 3: Building Organizational Support for Community Risk Reduction.  

 
There is a pre-course assignment which should take about one hour that you will receive upon enrollment. 
 
Primary Audience: 

• Fire and emergency services personnel who want to learn about community risk reduction.  
• Fire and emergency services personnel who are currently involved with fire prevention and have an interest 

in advancing risk-reduction efforts in their community. 
 
  

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/ff_119_25_2_75_5a.pdf
mailto:mfa.registration@state.ma.us


 

Registration        
To register by mail or fax, please complete the National Fire Academy Application (front page only) and mail to: 
Registrar, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, P.O. Box 1025, State Road, Stow, MA 01775 or fax it to: (978) 567-
3229. To register by email, please scan and email applications to mfa.registration@state.ma.us. 
 

Department of Fire Services 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

 

NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY PROGRAMS 
 
Decision Making for Initial Company Operations    
Course Code:  NFA Course # F0457 
Date: September 14 & 15, 2016 
Application Date: July 29, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1700 
Location:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
 One State Road, Stow, MA 
                           MFA - Link     

Best Practices in Community Risk Reduction  
Course Code:  NFA Course # F0635 
Date: November 1 & 2, 2016 
Application Date: September 15, 2016 

Time: 0800-1700 
Location:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
 One State Road, Stow, MA 
                           MFA - Link       
 

Residential Sprinkler Plan Review  
Course Code:  NFA Course # F0142 
Date: November 17 & 18, 2016 
Application Date: October 1, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1700 
Location:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
 One State Road, Stow, MA 
                           MFA – Rm 117    
 

Building Organizational Support for Community Risk 
Reduction  
Course Code:  NFA Course # F0636 
Date: December 6 & 7, 2016   
Application Date: October 20, 2016 
 

Time: 0800-1700 
Location:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
 One State Road, Stow, MA 
                           MFA - Link       
 

 
 

 

The required application is the FEMA General Admissions Application Short Form (FEMA Form 119-25-2) which can be found at: 
http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/ff_119_25_2_75_5a.pdf . The application CANNOT be submitted online.   
 
Please mail or fax your completed application (front page only) to:  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy, One State Road, Stow, MA 
01775 or (978)567-3229 (needs to include the head of the organization signature) no later than the deadlines indicated for the 
particular class if noted. 
 
It is required that you register for a FEMA Student Identification Number (SID). This is the number required for section 6 of the 
application form (no longer using Social Security Numbers) and is obtained through the Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP). To 
obtain a SID: 
 

1. Register at https://cdp.dhs.gov/femasid 
2. Select "Need a FEMA SID?" on the right side of the screen. 
3. Follow the instructions to create your account. 
4. You will receive an email with your SID. Save this number in a secure location. 

 
Also, note that any correspondence and certificates are sent via email, please include a valid email.  

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/ff_119_25_2_75_5a.pdf
mailto:mfa.registration@state.ma.us
http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/ff_119_25_2_75_5a.pdf
https://cdp.dhs.gov/femasid


 
 

Registration     
To register, please complete the DFS/MFA - Student Application -  Chief Fire Officer and mail to: Massachusetts 
Firefighting Academy, Attn: Robert Loomer, Coordinator, Chief Fire Officer Management Training, P.O. Box 1025, 
One State Road, Stow, MA  01775 
 
 

Department of Fire Services 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 

CHIEF FIRE OFFICER TRAINING 
 
 

This course, presented in partnership with the University of Massachusetts 
Edward J. Collins Jr. Center for Public Management, is designed to provide the 
new chief officer with a variety of leadership and management skills essential in 
municipal management. The information covered and case histories will be 
pertinent to Massachusetts municipal government. 
 
The topics covered include: leadership and the chief officer; administrative 
structure; communication skills; budget and financial skills; supervision and 
management; human resource management; community and 
intergovernmental relations; emergency management; logic, ethics and 
decision making; comprehensive safety and health programs; fire and life safety 
programs; and organizational and strategic planning 
 
This course consists of one hundred and four (104) hours of instructor-led 
classroom training with considerable out-of-class reading and research as 
preparation.  
 
This intensive course requires students to have 100% mandatory attendance 
and to successfully develop an applied research paper on a topic relevant to 
the duties and responsibilities as a senior fire official and practice public 
speaking in a presentation to a panel. 
 
This course meets or exceeds the job performance requirements in the NFPA 
Standard 1021 Fire Officer Professional Qualifications for Fire Officer III and IV. 
 
Selection Criteria: This is a very competitive, highly demanding cap-stone 
course in the overall Fire Officer training track. Preference is given to Officers 
that have demonstrated their commitment to professional development; 
through achieving an academic degree from an accredited college or university 
and/or fire certifications with greater weight given for Fire Officer Certifications. 
The candidate’s current position and administrative responsibilities within their 
respective fire department will also receive consideration in the selection 
process.    
 
In addition to the course dates, those accepted will be required to attend a 
separate one-day orientation day prior to the start of this program. Specific 
orientation information will be distributed upon acceptance. 
 

 
 
 

September 8, 15, 22, 29, 2016 
October 6, 20, 27, 2016 
November 3, 17, 2016 
December 1, 8, 15, 2016 
January 12, 26, 2017 
 
Course Number:  
200-014-331-2016-FA-A 
 
Location: 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
One State Road 
Stow, MA 
Classroom - 127       
 
Time: 
0800-1600 
 
Application Due Date: 
May 30, 2016 
 
Notes: 
This is a “Priority Selection” course 
which is not first come-first serve. 
 
Priority Selection Date: 
June 15, 2016 
 
 
Credits 
FCC  =  40 
FPO  =  8 
 

http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/dfs2/mfa-trng/mfa-applications-forms-and-policies.html


Department of Fire Services, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
University of Massachusetts 

Edward J. Collins Jr. Center for Public Management 
Chief Fire Officer Program 

Application 
 

FY17 

Name________________________________________________________________________________ 

MFA Student ID or Driver’s License # ________________________________________________ 

Fire Department ______________________Current Position/Rank _____________________________  

Daytime Phone __________________________ Home/Cell Phone ______________________________ 

Email________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
A completed application includes: 
 
 Letter of application for admission (a signed, one-page letter addressed to the admissions committee 

explaining why the applicant feels he or she should be accepted into the program) 
 

 Proof of all current national fire service certifications and  all state credentials and licenses 
  
 Please check below and provide proof of college certificate or degree (if applicable) 

 College Certificate  Associates  Bachelors  Masters  
 
 A professional resume which details your fire service experience 

 
 Copy of organizational chart, indicating your position within your fire department 

 
 I understand that if selected for this program I will be expected to fully participate in 100% of all 13 

classroom sessions and the orientation. I also acknowledge that I will be required to do considerable out-of-
class preparation in advance of each week's session.  I further understand successful completion of this 
program requires the successful completion of an applied research paper on a topic relevant to my duties and 
responsibilities as a senior fire official.  

 
Applicant Signature: _____________________________ Date: _____________________________ 

Application deadline is May 30, 2016  
 
Mail complete application to: 

Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
Attn: Robert Loomer, CFO Coordinator 
P.O. Box 1025 
One State Road, Stow, MA  01775 



The courses listed below are available at the time this calendar is created.  The Massachusetts Firefighting Academy is constantly updating 
our offerings and you should check the Register for Current Courses page to see the current list. If you cannot find the course on a specific 
date, it may have been removed due to an overwhelming amount of applications or registration has been closed. 

MFA Course Calendar • May 2016 

~ May 2016 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1
Emergency Vehicle Operator - 
Competency 

2
Company Officer Strategy &
Tactics 
Nightclub Safety 

3
MFIRS 

SFOF: Why Firefighters Die?

4 5 6 
Emergency Vehicle Operator - 
Advanced
Nightclub Safety 

7
Advanced Structural Firefighting 
Practices 

8 9 
Rope Rescue: Technician 

10 
NFA: New Fire Chief III: 
Contemporary Issues
Rapid Intervention 

11 12 
Company Officer Strategy & 
Tactics 
Nightclub Safety 

13 14 
Incident Safety Officer
Small Aircraft Hazards-
Procedures 
Firefighter Survival Skills SOS

15 16 
High Voltage Awareness 

17 
Nightclub Safety 
High Voltage Awareness 
HazMat OLR Refreser - 8 hrs. 

18 
Company Officer Seminar- 
Decision-making on the 
Fireground
High Voltage Awareness 

19 
Rapid Intervention - 
STATEWIDE 
High Voltage Awareness 

20 
HazMat OLR Refreser - 8 hrs. 

21 
Company Officer Transitional 
Fire Attack
Elevator Rescue

22 23 24 
Nightclub Safety 
Taking Action Against Cancer 

25 26 
Company Officer Transitional 
Fire Attack
Nightclub Safety 

27 28 

29 30 31 
Emergency Vehicle Operator - 
Advanced
Nightclub Safety 

http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseAndSectionsList.asp?&filterCoursesBy=nothing&showSections=0
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=132&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=132&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO5&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO5&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=613&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=SOI&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=129&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=129&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=292&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=292&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=307&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=NFB&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=NFB&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=256&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO5&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO5&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=109&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=124&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=124&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=616&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=EPN&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=EPN&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=199&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=COB&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=COB&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=COB&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=EPN&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=257&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=257&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=EPN&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=199&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO6&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO6&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=542&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=422&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO6&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO6&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=129&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=129&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1


The courses listed below are available at the time this calendar is created.  The Massachusetts Firefighting Academy is constantly updating 
our offerings and you should check the Register for Current Courses page to see the current list. If you cannot find the course on a specific 
date, it may have been removed due to an overwhelming amount of applications or registration has been closed. 

MFA Course Calendar • June 2016 

~ June 2016 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1
Fire Instructor II

2
Taking Action Against Cancer 

3
Confined Space Rescue: Tech 
Level

4
Firefighter Survival Skills SOS
Company Officer II

5 6 
HazMat OLR Refreser - 8 hrs. 
Company Officer Strategy & 
Tactics 

7 8 
Taking Action Against Cancer 

9
Nightclub Safety 
Trench Rescue: Tech Level

10 11 
Nightclub Safety 
Rapid Intervention 
Flashover Simulator Training 

12 13 
Advanced Structural Firefighting 
Practices
Nightclub Safety 

14 15 
Nightclub Safety 
NFA: Leadership 2 for Fire & 
EMS 

16 17 18 
Rural Water Supply

19 20 21 
Nightclub Safety 

22 
Nightclub Safety 

23 
HazMat OLR Refreser - 8 hrs. 

24 25 

26 27 28 
Nightclub Safety 

29 30 31 

http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseAndSectionsList.asp?&filterCoursesBy=nothing&showSections=0
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=371&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=422&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=301&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=301&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=616&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO2&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=199&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO5&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=CO5&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=422&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=308&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=256&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=291&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=292&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=292&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=NFE&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=NFE&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=115&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=199&curr=1
http://mfa.chs.state.ma.us/mfa_courses/courseDetails.asp?cid=960&curr=1
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Grilling Safety
Many people enjoy barbecuing in the summer months. But 
when grills are not used safely, things can go horribly wrong. 
Between 2011 and 2015 Massachusetts fire departments 
responded to 431 fires involving grills, hibachis, and barbecues. 
These fires caused 20 civilian injuries, three firefighter injuries, 
and $3.5 million in property damage. For safe grilling, always 
follow your owner's manual and practice the safety tips 
provided here. 

Safety First
•	 Always grill outdoors. 
•	 Place grills away from the house and deck railings. Make sure grills are not under eaves 

or overhanging branches.
•	 You should not use a gas or charcoal grill on any porch or balcony. Electric grills that 

have no open flame may be used.
•	 Gas grills can be used on first floor open decks or patios, only if there is an outdoor 

stairway to the ground, or it is at ground level. 
•	 Grills cannot be used on fire escapes.
•	 Keep all matches, lighters and lighter fluid away from children. 
•	 Keep children and pets three feet away from grills. Children should never play near 

grills or propane cylinders. 

Gas Grill Safety
Gas grills are safe and convenient when they are assembled and used properly. Gas  
grills are fueled by liquid propane which is pressurized and requires special handling  
and storage. Read and follow manufacturer's instructions. 

Safe Cooking
•	 Make sure that the lid of a gas grill is open when you light it. Propane can build up 

inside and when ignited, the lid may blow off. 
•	 If you smell gas while cooking, turn off and get away from the grill. Call 911 from a 

safe location. Do not move the grill. 
•	 Always turn off the burners and close the propane cylinder when done cooking. 
•	 Never leave a burning grill unattended.



Handling Propane
•	 Keep all propane outdoors, at least 10 feet away from building openings such as doors, 

windows and dryer vents, and 20 feet away from air intake vents and ignition sources. 
•	 Do not smoke while handling a propane cylinder. 
•	 Propane storage: store cylinders upright in an outdoor, shaded area; do not leave 

cylinders in a vehicle; cylinders should not be used, stored, or transported where they 
can be exposed to high temperatures.

Source: National Propane Gas Association/Propane Education & Research Council (2003)

Gas Grill Care and Maintenance
Follow the instructions in your owner’s manual for the care and maintenance of your  
gas grill. 
•	 Check that all connections are tight before turning on the gas. 
•	 Leaks can be detected by dabbing the connections with a solution of soapy water and 

turning on the gas momentarily. If bubbles occur, there is a leak that must be fixed 
before the grill is used. Do not use matches or lighters to check for leaks.

•	 Check the tubes to the burners for blockages resulting from insect nests or from grease.  
Use a pipe cleaner or wire to clear blockages. 

•	 Clean the grease trap every time you grill.
•	 Take tanks and grills that need repair to a propane dealer or a qualified appliance  

repair person.
•	 Replace propane cylinders that are old, rusty, or showing any other signs of disrepair. 

Charcoal Grills
Propane is the most common grilling fuel, but many people use charcoal grills. Here are 
some charcoal grill safety tips: 
•	 Use only charcoal starter fluid. Gasoline and kerosene should not be used to start a fire 

in a grill. Never add lighter fluid to burning briquettes or hot coals. Doing so may cause  
a flash fire and result in serious burn injuries.

•	 Charcoal briquettes give off carbon monoxide, a colorless, odorless gas that can  
be deadly. Always use charcoal grills in a well-ventilated area. Never use charcoal  
grills indoors. 

•	 For proper disposal of grill ashes, allow the coals to burn out completely and then cool 
for 48 hours before disposal.

•	 If you must dispose of ashes before they  
are completely cooled, thoroughly soak  
them in water before putting them in a  
metal container.
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