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        MASSACHUSETTS STATE POLICE

             FIRE AND EXPLOSION INVESTIGATION SECTION


Memorandum of Understanding

This memorandum of understanding relates to the investigation of the _____ that occurred on __________ at _____________________________. It recognizes that a number of independent investigations are being conducted simultaneously and coincidentally, to determine the origin and cause of the incident. All interested parties recognize that cooperation with one another will be beneficial to each party and will produce an efficient, quality outcome.

The parties agree to the following:

An origin and cause investigation is being conducted.

The investigation is being conducted by the _______________ Fire Department, the ________________ Police Department, the Fire and Explosion Investigation Unit of the State Fire Marshal’s Office, _________________________, _____________________,______________________, and_______________ __________________________________________________.

All investigation procedures and the physical collection of the evidence will be coordinated through regular meetings. The evidence will be collected and stored in a location where access is monitored. No testing or examination of the evidence shall be conducted until all parties are notified.

All requests for data of a nonproprietary nature from the _________________ Company or tenants should be processed through their identified representatives. Nonproprietary information provided by any party will be shared by all parties if requested.

All releases of information regarding the origin and cause of the incident will be coordinated through the Office of the State Fire Marshal, and no predisclosure of information will be made by any party.

The protocol recognizes that to remove material or conduct testing will require the permission of the State Fire Marshal’s Office and the undersigned parties. The request should be in writing; however, verbal agreement followed by written request and approval of the parties is acceptable when time frames are short.

Testing and examination protocol of materials associated with this investigation are as follows:

(1) All parties agree as to who will perform each examination and each test.

(2) All parties agree to allow any other party to observe each test.

(3) All parties agree to return any material remaining after each test to the storage facility.
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