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Overview 

• License Requirements  
• License Process 
• Statutory-Regulatory Relationship 
• Statutory authority to issue permits 
• Application for permit form-Permit Form 
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Overview (continued) 

• Issuance of Permits 
• Denial of Permits 
• Conditions of Permits 
• Regulatory requirements for permits 
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Chapter 148, Section 13 

• Confers authority upon BFPR to set license quantities 
• Establishes License Process 
• Establishes Registration Requirements 
• Establishes License Revocation process 
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Chapter 148, Section 14 

• Declares that gasoline when stored in the tank of a motor vehicle is 
subject to the licensing provisions of Section 13. 
• Establishes certain exemptions 
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Licenses  



License Quantities 

• The Board has established quantities of materials requiring a 
license. 

• Fireworks, Fuel Oil, Compressed Gases, 
Flammable/Combustible Liquids, Explosives. 

• Quantities formerly found in individual chapters of 527 CMR 
(2,4,14,13) 

• Now Found in Table 1.12.8.50 
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License Process 

•Application for a license is made on an FP-2A (available on the DFS web 
site) 

•License application is signed by the head of the fire department 
with his/her approval or disapproval, and any proposed 
restrictions. 
•The “licensing authority” holds a public hearing after 
notification to the abutters and notice in a local newspaper at 
least 7 days in advance of hearing. 
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License Process 

•Licensing Authority holds a public hearing. 
•Licensing Authority votes to grant or deny the license or grant 
with restrictions. 
•The license is issued on a FP-2 (available on the DFS web site) 
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Additional information on licensing 

•Guidelines for Municipal Officials on the Issuance and or 
Reconstruction of Licenses Granted under Massachusetts 
General Law, Chapter 148  Section 13    
 

•A Guide for Municipal Officials on Licensing the Storage of 
Flammables, Combustibles and Explosives    
•(Available on the Forms page of the DFS Web site.) 
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http://www.mass.gov/eopss/docs/dfs/osfm/forms/license-guide.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/docs/dfs/osfm/forms/license-guide.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/docs/dfs/osfm/forms/license-guide.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/docs/dfs/osfm/forms/license-permit-registration-guide.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/docs/dfs/osfm/forms/license-permit-registration-guide.pdf


Permits 



Statutes 

 
• Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 148, Sections 9,9A,10, 23, 25C, 

25D, 38, 39A authorize the Board to promulgate general and specific 
rules and regulations relative to fire prevention. 
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Statutes 

 
• Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 148, Section 10A  

• Authorizes the head of the fire department to grant such 
permits as required by the rules and regulations of the Board 

• Authorizes the head of the fire department to make inspections 
• Have such powers and duties in connection therewith as the 

Marshal may direct. 
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Application for Permit Form 

•Usually on a form provided by the Marshal. 
 
•May be a combined application/permit form. 
 

•Communities may in most cases create their own variety of 
application forms. There are several exceptions when the official 
form must be used which we will discuss. 
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Permit Forms 

•Usually on a form provided by the Marshal. 
 
•May be a combined application/permit form. 
 

•Communities may in most cases create their own variety of 
application forms. There are several exceptions when the official 
form must be used which we will discuss. 
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Conditions of a Permit (1.12.6) 

 
• Continuing compliance with the code. 
• Does not take the place of other required permits. 
• Any changes that effect the conditions of the permit require a new 

or amended permit. 
• Issued to one person/business/or location 
• Does not permit violation of the code. 
• Permission to inspect the premises. 
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Issuance of Permits 

•Should be acted on promptly. 
 

•Avoid granting verbal permits 
 

•Clearly state any conditions or restrictions on the permit.  
•Attach addition pages if needed. 
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Denial of Permits 

 
• Should be in writing, citing the specific, statute, regulation or 

standard and the reason for denial. 
• The reason for denial needs to be based on an objective reason. 

• “Because I said so” or “I don’t like it” are not objective, legally 
defensible reasons to deny a permit. 
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Revocation of Permits (1.12.7) 

 
• False statements, documents. 
• Violations of Chapter 148 and or 527 CMR 1.00: 
• Violations of the conditions/restrictions of the permit. 
• Should be done in writing. 
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Statutes 

 
• Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 148, Section 10A  

• The head of the fire department is required to keep records of 
all permits issued. 

• The head of the fire department is required to provide 
information on permits as required by the Marshal. 

• The head of the fire department or the Marshal may revoke a 
permit for cause. 
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Permitting Requirements 

 
• Found in the tables in Chapter 1 of 527 CMR 1.00. 

• Tables correspond to the various Chapters of 527 CMR 1.00 
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Examples of  New Subjects Permitted 

• Compressed gases 
• Hazardous Materials 
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Examples of Subjects no Longer Permitted 

• Installation of Underground Storage Tank installation. 
• Maintenance  permits for USTs (FP-290 – Part 3) 
• Fire protection system installation . 
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Questions??? 



Thank you 
• Code Compliance & 

Enforcement Unit 
– 978-567-3375 

• Dave Beaudin 
– 978-567-3711 
– David.beaudin@state.ma.us 
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