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MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Heads of Fire Department 
 
From:   Stephen D. Coan 
  State Fire Marshal 
 
Date: August 1, 2012 
 
RE: Recent Amendments to 527 CMR  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Enclosed please find a set of recently filed amendments to the Fire Safety Code relating to 
Forest Products. 
 
The main portion of the revision updates the existing regulation (527 CMR 17.00) by 
incorporating, in large part, the provisions of NFPA-1 Chapter 31 which deals with the 
outside storage of certain forest products including lumber, wood chips and related permit 
requirements. 
 
One new requirement, unique to Massachusetts, is a provision, effective 9-1-12, which 
prohibits the new application and use of mulch within 18” of any combustible portion of a 
building (except for buildings containing (6) dwelling units of less).  
 
The amendments to 527 CMR 1.00 and 10.00 are technical changes which clarify the permit 
requirements for lumber and mulch storage (1.04 (8)) and, in 10.03 (5)(e), directs the user to 
the updated s.17.00 when dealing with certain combustible materials that are considered forest 
products.   
 
Please file these amendments by replacing the relevant pages in your code book.   
 
If you have further questions please the Division of Fire Safety at (978) 567-3375. 
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