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Memorandum 
 

TO:  Heads of Fire Department 
 
FROM:  Stephen D. Coan 
   State Fire Marshal 
 
DATE:  March 1, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Adoption of 527 CMR 33.00  
           
 
Included is a copy of 527 CMR 33.00, which was recently adopted by the Board of Fire 
Prevention Regulations.  527 CMR 33.00 is effective as of February 3, 2012 and establishes 
criteria and permitting requirements for facilities that engage in the processing of hazardous 
materials, as defined.  
 
The proposed regulation would expand required permits to include additional hazardous 
materials and related material processing (as defined) that may not have been previously 
subject to a permit or related government oversight. The permit will be issued by the local 
head of the fire department, who will also carry out an enhanced oversight role in 
implementing the regulatory requirements.  As a condition to such permitting, the regulation 
requires disclosure and an evaluation regarding the details about the hazardous 
material process activity-taking place at the facility. Once disclosed, certain requirements are 
established based upon category classification.  Maintaining the required permit is conditioned 
upon continued compliance with the regulatory requirements, which focus on preventative, 
protective, and safety control measures in conformance with recognized and generally 
accepted practices, including conformance with certain Federal and Mass. DEP regulations.   
 
If you have any further questions please contact the Code Compliance and Enforcement 
Unit at 978-567-3375 or in Western MA at 413-587-3181. 


























