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This winter season, keep warm while keeping safe.
As we turn on the furnaces and light up the woodstoves and fireplaces, it is important to give them a check-up to make sure they’re ready to heat our homes safely this winter. Preventive maintenance like having the chimney cleaned or the furnace checked out by a certified professional can save money and prevent fires and carbon monoxide . While we’re at it, let’s make sure the smoke and carbon monoxide alarms are in good working order too. 
Heating has long been the second leading cause of residential fires which are most common in winter months. Home fires peak from December through February when the cold weather drives people indoors, heating systems are in regular use, and people turn to alternatives such as space heaters and wood or pellet stoves.
Efficiently running furnaces cost less to run and are less likely to become a source of carbon monoxide in the home. Natural gas and fuel oil are both safe and efficient, but remember to get yearly tune-ups. Nearly all homes are required to have both smoke and carbon monoxide alarms. If one goes off, go outside immediately and call the fire department.

No one thinks fire will happen to them, but having working smoke alarms on every level of your home will make sure you have time to escape if one does occur.

If you heat your home by burning solid fuels such as coal, firewood, or pellets, have the chimney cleaned by a certified professional each year who can also check for cracked and broken mortar. Most chimney fires start when built up creosote ignites or when heat escapes the chimney through a crack and ignites the structure. 

Dispose of the ashes in a metal container, with a secure lid, away from the house. A single ember can stay hot for days without being detected and easily fanned back to life. So many fires have started when ashes were placed inside cardboard boxes, paper bags or plastic containers, and then stored inside the garage, the breezeway, or under the porch.

If you have any questions about home heating, contact your local fire department or visit the web site, www.mass.gov/keepwarmkeepsafe. By working together we can keep warm and keep safe.
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