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INTRODUCTION

The following report is a brief description of court commit-
ments to the Massachusetts county facilities (houses of correction)
during 1979, 1Included is information concerning the operating
expenditures as well as statistics regarding institution of com-
mitment, month committed, present offense, sentence, age at com-

‘ mitment, sex, marital status and last school grade completed. The
tables in this report were derived from data collected by the Data
Processing Unit and were produced on the Massachusefts State Col-
lege Computer Network.

Upon referring to the statistical tables in this report, the
reader should take note of the following: (1) The total population
is sub-divided by committing institution. (2) The top number in

each cell represents the total number of individuals who fall

into the corresponding category in the table. (3) The bottom
number in each cell (the number contained in parenthesis) is the

percentage of the number of individuals in the category to the total

number of individuals from that institution {(column percents}. For
example, upon referring to the first table on page 5, Month Com-
mitted is presented and the following types of information can be
obtained:
(1) The total number of individuals broken down by com-
mitting institution is labled and presented horizon-

tally.

(2) The specific months are labled and presented verti-
cally.

(3) Of the 4,612 individuals committed during 1979, 913
were committed to Billerica.

(4) Of the 913 individuals commiited to Billerica, 72
(8%) were committed in January.
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" OPERATING EXPENSES

- FOR YEAR ENDING ©/30/7%

INSTITUTION

Billerica Jail and House of Correction
Deer Island House of Correction (Boston)
Charles Street Jail (Boston)

ﬁﬁgartown Jail and House of Correction
Worcester Jail and House of Correction
Springfield Jail and House of Correction
Salem Jail and House of Correction
Lawrence Jail and House of Correction
New Bedford Jail and House of Correction
Plymouth Jail and House of Correction
Pittsfield Jail and House of Correction
Dedham Jail and House of Correction
Greenfield Jail and House of Correction

Northampton Jail and House of Correction

Barnstable Jail and House of Correction

* Data Not Available

TOTAL

EXPENDITURES

- Wy An <y

4,446,653
3,279,147

2,491,206

2,206,866

1,122,354
1,424,078
726,805

1,230,248

832,214

1,029,680
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" SUMMARY OF STATTSTICS

During 1979, there were 4,612 individuals sentenced to the
county facilities. This represents an increase of 9% over the
number of commitments during 1978. The graph below illustrates
the total number of commitments by year for the past ten years.

NUMBER OF COMMITMENTS BY YEAR

T

8,000

k]

7,000

L)

' NUMBER 6,000
OF
COMMITMENTS 5,000

¥

1

4,000

3,000F

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

YEAR OF COMMITMENT

INSTITUTTONS

Each institution includes the county jail and house of correc-
tion except for Suffolk County. Deer Island is the Suffolk County
House of Correction and Charles Street is the Suffolk County Jail.
The vast majority of the 4,612 commitments were committed to the
houses of correction. Excluding the thirty three commitments to
Charles Street Jail, there were only 25 individuals committed to
all other jails combined. The breéakdown is as follows: Billerica,
2; Worcester, 3; Salem, 1l; Lawrence, 10; Plymouth, 4; Pittsfield,
2; Northampton, 2; and Barnstable, 1.

A fire occured in the north wing of Dedham House of Correction
on November 24, 1978. Reconstruction was completed in January 1980
at a cost of $450,000. Only five individuals were committed to
Dedham House of Correction during 1979.

Over half (51%) of the commitments were sentenced to three
institutions - Billerica (20%), Worcester (18%), and Deer Island (13%).

PRESENT OFFENSE

The majority of individuals were committed for non-person
offenses (47% for offenses against property, 7% for drug offenses,
and 28% for other offenses). The single offense for which indi-
viduals were most frequently sentenced was burglary (17%).




SENTENCE
Sentences to county facilities may not exceed2 1/2 years.,

Nearly half (49%) were committed for sentences of three months
or less which includes commitments in lieu of fines.

AGE AT COMMITMENT

The median age for commitments to houses of correction is
23 years old. '

SEX
The vast majority of commitments were male (98%).

MARITAT, STATUS

Most individuals were single (70%), whereas only 19% were
married at the time of their incarceration.

LAST SCHOOL GRADE COMPLETED

The median last grade completed was eleventh grade. About
one third of the commitments (35%) graduated from high school.
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