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INTRCDUCTION

This report is a statistical description of characteristics
of court commitments to the Massachusetts Department of Correction
during 1976. The tables which follow contain information on
personal background characteristics, present offense, and. criminal
history of admissions from the courts to MCI-Walpole, Concord and
Framingham. These tables were derived from the computerized data

base developed by the Correction and Parole Managements. Informa-

tion System (CAPMIS) and produced by the Research Unit of the
Department of Correction on the Massachusetts State College
Computer Network (MSCCN)

NOTE: This report differs from that of last year in format.
Last year, the number of unknown data for each table
was listed at the bottom of that table. This vear,
each table has an unknown category 1nc1uded in that
table.
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EXPLANATION OF TABLES

Each column represents a correctional institution. There
are 3 of these committing institutions. Fach row represents
a category of the specified variable. For example: the variable.
race has 4 categories (4 rows) which are white, black, other and
unknown. S o ' o

At the bottom of each table there are 2 numbers under each
column. The top number is the actual number of inmates for the
corresponding institution. The bottom number represents the
percent of the total population at that institution. When a
table has more categories than can be listed on one page, the
column totals are listed on each page, and they represent the
totals of each institution for the complete table.

At the right of each table, there are 2 numbers for each
row. Similarly the top number is the actual number of inmates
who fall into the corresponding category and the bottom number
is the percent of the total population in that category.

The rest of the table consists of boxes (¢ells) each with
2 numbers. The top number represents the number of inmates at
the corresponding institution (column) who fall into the cor-
responding category (row). The bottom number is the column
percent., The column percent is the percent of the inmates at
the particular institution {(column) who fit into the corresponding

category. For example:
' - BOSTON STATE

Tmmmm e I
- I 23 I
BLACK I 39.7 I
I-—--———-I

23 people are black in Boston State
39.7% of all people in Boston State are black.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Institutions: - All women are committed to Framingham;
men who receive an indefinite sentence
are committed to Concord, others who
receive a definite sentence {(i.e., a
minimum and a maximum sentence) are com~
mitted to Walpole.:

Page 1 Court from which committed
A. Muanicipal courts: lower courts of
Suffolk County

B, District courts: lower courts of all
other counties. '

Page 10 - Occupation field
- These categories were derived from a code
scheme developed by Martin Hamburger,
Teachers College, Columbia University.
The following are examples of occupations
in each category:

Professional: 1awyers, doctors, clergy,

engineers
Seml-profe851onal teachers, social workers,
researchers

Bu31ness. owners or managers of any busi-
ness sales
Clerical: insurance salesmen, secretaries,
dime store clerks
Skilled manual: tradesmen such as carpenters
& plumbers of a skill level
above apprentice
Seml—skllled manual: factory workers, con-
struction laborers
Unskllled manual: general laborers, dish
washers
Services: police, firemen, bartender, taxi
' drivers
Agriculture: farmers and farm workers
Armed services: those in armed serVLCes without
special training
Unemployed: little or no work experience
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Page 14 ' Drug Use
' This data is based upon information obtained
. from the probation department report prepared
on each commitment. A person is described
as a drug user if he (1) describes himself
as such or (2) has had arrests for narcotic
offenses. :

Page 15 © 7 Minimum Sentence
Indeterminate: sentences without a minimum
term, parole eligibility determined by Parole
Board regulations.

Page 20-25 : o Present Offense
- If the present commltment is for more than -
one charge, present offense refers to the
most serious charge.

Pages 26-32 : Arrests _
An arrest is defined as an arrest followed -
by a court appearance and a final dis-
position. 1In many cases, several charges

- are tried at the same time. For the

purposes of the table of total arrests,
such a situation is considered to be one
court appearance and thus one arrest.

Page 34 : Number of prior county incarcerations
A county incarceration is defined as a
sentence of not more than 2-1/2 years to be
served in an institution such as a house
of correction.

'Pages.47—48 a _ -Age at lst arrest for drunkenness, drugs
not applicable: never arrested for such
offenses.
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