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Introduction

One of the provisions of the Correctional Reform.Act'of
1972 z2llows inmates to attend outside faczlltles for the pur-
pose of educatlon or vocatlonal tralnlng Some of the 1nten-;_
"tlonS of the education- vocatlon release programs 1nclude
strengthenlng communlty tles,and developlng and reflnlng skllls:~
in order to obtain better jobs in hopes that future crrmlnal |

act1v1ty will be reduced

In the fall of 1979 the Research D1v131on developed the 5;;5
‘capac1ty to include educat10n~vocatlon release 1nformatlon 1n-:"
1ts cqmmnerlzed’data base. Slnce that time, educatlon-vocatlon
release rosters have beeﬁ.submitted on a monthly basie, thus
providing a data source for this report. | 7 |

:imihis report identifies and describes education-vocation |
release participants during 1980.'.Data concerning an individual's
persooal background cﬁaracteristice, present offense;icriminal
history, furlough participation ahd.education-vocatioﬁ release
participation_is presented. The tablea in this reportowere-dee
. rived from the Correction_and Parole Management Information System
(CAPMIS). It 1is hoped that this report will provide ﬁseful in-
formation on the education-vocation releaee'program by documenting

the profiies of program participants.




Methodology..

'Research Questions

This report will address the following research guestions:

l._ ‘What is the extent and_nature of inmate involvement in:é;
| education-vocation release programs? | ”

2 -What is the statistical profile of inmate'participants;in.
V-education~vocation release programs? - :
.3;:;.How do the 1980 educatlon vocatlon release part1c1pants

Mm:dlfrer from the total 1nmate re51dents on January 1, 19819-”1P

e

| The.samplé of education-vocation release placements consists
of all individuals who attended an education-vocation releaae'faé
cility at any time during 19280.  If an individual has more than
one placement elther at the same point in time or by completlng
-one placement and subsequently enterlng a new placement at a
dlfferent facrllty or dlfferent program, the individual is counted
for each multlple placement But if an indiﬁidual transfers from

one 1nst1tut10n to another but remains enrolled in the same edu-

catlon—vocatlon release program, she/he is counted only once. The -

total number of placements for 1980 was 140 whereas the total num- -

‘ber of 1nd1v1duals Was,13l.

" Data

Criminal history, present offense, personal background'char-:

-

~acteristics and furlough participation were compiled from the

Correction and Parole Management Information System (CAPMIS).




Specific education release variables were collected from educa-
tion release rosters and from information contained in inmate
folders at the Department of Correction. An example of an ed-

ucation release roster is included in Appendix I.

| Findings
.-Dnring.l980 a total ofrléb edneationeVOCatien release
'PlaCEEEDtS were granted to 131 1nd1v1duals Of the 140 place-ntefz
_:ments 105 (76A) termlnated the educatlon—vocatlon release pro—' .

gram durlng 1980 and 34 (24%) were stlll enrolled at the end of

'_the year (as of l£/31/80) Therefore out of a base populatlon
of 1, 114 twelve percent part1c1nated ln the education~vocation

release’ program.

Education-Vocation Release Part1c1patlon

| Elghty one percent of the participants had served at least
'one_jeer in prieon before being admitted to the education-voca-
tion'feieese program and some indinidnals had served overllo years.
fNearly-ali_the'participants enrolled from pre-felease centers |

(only two individuals (1%) enroiled from a forestry camp) and the

“'majorlty enrolled from state run pre-release centers. Very few

1nmates part1c1pated from more than one correctional institution.
- Participants enrolled in programs of higher academic educa-
tion, adult basic education programs (pre-high school), general -

equinalency diploma programs (high school equivalency), vocational

*The base population is obtained by adding the total number of
pre-release residents on January 17 1980 and the total number
of admissions to pre-release during 1980. )
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programs, and self—improvement coﬁrées As can be eeen from i
Table 1 below, nearly half of the part1c1pants enrolled in pro—ﬂ'

‘grams of higher academlc educatlon

TABLE 1
l_:Type“of EducationQVocation Release"Program";l N :f:f %
Four-year College or Un1versrty 0 41297 o
Community College I R Lo 200 e 14%
- -Junior College - ffl_y;gjis;‘ - _ 3 29
~ABE/GED programs =~ . - L0 280 20
- Vocational programs = = S T 45 E?5324-*
E ;_Self 1mprovement courses :f_ L 3 2%
""_TOTAL o e 1007'

0f the 106 education—vooation.release participents term-
inatiog”the program during 1980, over one third (34% L) were pa-
'roled or dlscharged 25% termlnated due to successful comple—

tlon of the educatlon -vocation release program 127 w1thdrew

'voluntarlly, llA were transrerred to higher securlty,'9% trans-

'7: ferred to another pre—release center without contlnulng in the

' educarion—vocation release program, 4%'escaped 3% were removed
 for disciblinary reasons, % terminated due to thelr program not
'.belng refunded, and 1% terminated due to the 1nd1v1duals begln-
ning work release. For the 106 educatlon vocatlon release partl-
c1pants who terminated during 1980, the median time spent in the
program was three months and ranged from_less than one month to

'twenty months.

'Preéent Offense Variables.

The median year of commitment for the 1980 education-vocaj




__ifrequently commltted Was for armed robbery (294 . whlch 1s,,_,”f

.tlon release program partlclpants was 1978 Over half were B -

sentenced from Suffolk Superior (424) or Mlddlesex Superlor
(11%) courts. The majority of part1c1pants (63%) were com-

mitted for crimes against the'person, whereas, 181 were com-

mitted for property offenses IZA for sex offenses Afoor
1_drug offenses and 3% for other offenses The 31ngle'offensed-d

- for whlch educatlon~vocatlon release partlclpants were most

very 51m11ar to the percentage of armed robbers 1n the totalT

Lrnmate populatlon Part1c1pants were serv1ng a medlan mlnﬂ-
‘muam sentence of flve years and a medlan maximum sentence of

ten years. Thlrty six percent had 1ndetermlnate sentences

and only'four individuals (3%) were serving life sentences.

~ The medlan age at lncarceratlon was 23 years old and ranged

?from age 16 to age 53.

_Personal Background CharaCteristics”

The vast majorlty of education- -vocation release partlc1pants

were male : Flfty four percent were whlte 447, were black, one
'—,.rndlvidual was native american and one individual was hispanic.
 The majority of participants were.single,'had no prior military

~service and had prior addresses in the greater Boston standard .

metronolitan statistical area (SMSA). Most held either manual .
or-service jobs prior to their incarceration. The median_last
school grade completed was 1lth grade and 16% had some college
prior to their present incarceration. o

Criminal History

The median age at first arrest was seventeen years old. Over
half of the participants had eleven or fewer prior court appear-

ances. A majority of participants had prior arrests for person




~and property offenses whereas a mlnorlty had prror arrests for :
sex, drug, drunkenness and escape offenses Twenty percent had

been committed to youth services as a Juvenlle 34% had prior ,J
incarcerations at county houses of correction and'22% had-prior~:
‘state or federal incarcerations Overall 45% had served some -

: tlme as ‘an adult prior to thelr present 1ncarceratlon

Furlough Part1c1patlon
| Nearly all (96%) of the educatlon-vocatlon.release partlcr—:eg;;
pants experlenced at“least one- furlough durlng thelr 1ncarceratlon:fff
:'_lThe medlan number’ of.furloughs granted was- twelve and the number ;: .
.iof furloughs ranged from zero. to 167. A grand total of 2,332 |
.'furloughs were granted to the 131 1nd1viduals participating in
the‘education-vocation release.program. Most of the furlough out~
- comes nere successful. Forty two participants (30%) experienced’l
;at least one '""late under" furlough outcome (returned within two
hours of the designated.time of'return), whereas, only four parti-
cipants (3%) experienced one ”late“over” furlough outcome (returned
over two hours late but within 24 hours of the de31gnated time of
‘return) Only 3 part1c1pants (2%) escaped while on furlough.
';Therefore, out of the 2,332 furloughs, the escape rate for program
.participantspis 0.1%. | o
Comparisons between the 1980 education-vocation release-
. partlclpants to the total inmate population on January.l, 1981,
revealed a number of differences. There were slightly fewer
males in the education-vocation release sample than were repre-
sented in the total inmate population There'was a significantly

-hlgher representatlon of blacks in the program sample (447%) than

re51dents on January l 1981 (34%). This is particulary true




'15 the case of the four-year college.program where the pro—i

Portlon of blacks is 56%. Educatlon vocatlon release part1c1;jh
pants had a hlgher median last school grade completed than did

_the inmate population as a whole. . Addltlonally, whlle 16% of f.

the program partlclpants had experlenced some college prlor to}?;f”ud
thelr present 1ncarcerat10n,*only 37 oF the total 1nmate pop-ljﬁ'

'ulatlon had ~gone. to college Educatlon-vocatlon release partlvin"'

'c1pants had fewer prlor adult 1ncarceratlons than dld the total ST

..?reSLdentslsample.d Whlle nearly all (96%) of the educatlon voc-

hlease partlclpants experlenced furloughs 'only 26A of
d the total re81dents on. January 1, 1981 had experleneed fur—
'loughs Program part1c1pants had a lower furlough escape rate

O.IZ-than the overall departmental furlough escape rate of 0.6%*

Summary

| A total of 140 education- vocatlon release placements were

| 'granted to 131 1nd1v1duals during 1980 which consituted 12% of

the base populatlon. Mbst participants had served at least one

| Yearlbefore being admitted to the education-vocation release -

-.program and”enrolled from state—run pre-release centers.._Nearlp_'

half of the_participants enrolled in programs‘of-higher academic

._educatlon The median time spent in the program was three months.

The typical program partlclpant was a 23 year old, single

_.whlte ‘male from the greater Boston SMSA whose median last school
grade completed was 1llth grade. The median number of furloughs

experienced was 12.

- *Escape rates are computed by dividing the total number of furloughs
: resultlng in escape by the total number of furloughs.
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T.:C? currently enrolled on December 31 1980 4d;€i(3j£fihe_:

.-lfatotal sample of all 1980 part1c1pants [the sum of (1) and

© Appendix II

_ The tables Whlch follow contaln 1nformatlon concernlng P

-11980 educatlon vocatlon release part1c1pant s personal back—;lo;lo;

ground characterlstlcs _crlmlnal hlstory and furlough Part_ililfTir

1c1patlon Each of the varlables 1s broken dowa 1nto threef@;ojfw

_categorles '..(1)1 Those who termlnated from the educatlon- A

llLvocatlon release program.durlng 1980 ;;ny. Those who were i
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~ Adult Basic Education (ABE)

19800 Qurrentlv Frwrolled
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