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PLACE OF MASSACHUSETTS IN NATIONAL
CRIME RATE STATISTICS FOR 1972

Massachusetts .continues to have a rate lower than that of
the United States as a whole for five of the seven offenses which
make up the Crime Index of the Uniform Crime Reports published by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. For the crime of burglary
Massachusetts is higher than the national rate. For the crime of
auto theft Massachusetts continues to have the worst rate in the
country.

If, instead of comparing Massachusetts with national rates,
we compare it with the rates for each of the other forty-nine
states, we find that Massachusetts ranks better than the median
rate for three of the four violent crimes against persons but
worse than the median rate for all three of the ecrimes against
Propexty.

Looking at the figures for the entire New England area we
find that it enjoys lower rates than all of the other nine sec-
tions of the country for two of the four violent crimes against
persons and is second or third best for the other two offenses
against persons. For the three crimes against property New
England ranks better than the median for burglary, is at the
median for larceny and ranks ninth (worst) for auto theft.

We can summarize the above by stating that both Massachu-
setts and New England compare favorably with the rest of the
country in regard to rates of murder, rape and aggravated assault
and less favorably in regard to rates of robbery, burglary, lar-
ceny and auto theft. More detailed information is provided by
the tables in the appendices to this paper as well as by the
text which comes after the following description of the Uniform
Crime Reports.

The Uniform Crime Reports 1972, issued August 8, 1973 by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation publishes (as one of many
tables) the rates per hundred thousand inhabitants of every
state and nine regions of the country for the following selected
crimes: murder (including non-negligent manslaughter), forcible
rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny (of over
$50) and auto theft (including both unauthorized use and steal-
ing for resale). -




It has been the Federal practice to add together the rates
of all of these seven crimes to establish its "Crime Index".
This index is alleged to show the amount of "serious" crime
in the various areas of the country. According to the F.B.I.
the seven selected crimes "...are all serious crimes either
by their very nature or due to the volume in which they occur."”
(See Footnote 1). ' '

We disagree with the notion that because an offense oc—
curs in high volume it should be considered a serious crime.
If this were really true then traffic law violations would
be considered serious crimes. It seems more sensible to re—
gard crimes which occur in high volume as creating serious
social problems, but not that high volume makes serious crimes
out of comparatively minor offenses.

In our previous "Place of Massachusetts..." annual papers
we have discussed in more detail why the Crime Index of the
F.B.I. is not a satisfactory measure of serious crime. In
essence this is because the Index is heavily overweighted by
large numbers of comparatively less serious offenses. Conse-
quently we do not use any overall Crime Index figures.

However, since 1967 the F.B.I. has additionally provided
one sub-total (or sub-index) of the rates of the four violent
crimes against persons and a second sub-total of the rates of
the three property crimes. Although within these two sub-
totals the crimes still occur with varying frequencies, the
variations are not as extreme as when all seven crimes are com-
bined in one group. Because of the reduced range of frequencies
resulting from the dichotomization we do use the two sub—-totals
in our tables.

To obtain a comparison of Massachusetts with all other
states we rank order all state rates for each crime. The
state with the lowest rate for the offense being ranked is
placed one at the top of the list, the state with the next
lowest rate is placed at rank number two and so on. This
method, of course, results in the state with the highest rate
being ranked fiftieth at the bottom of that offense list. Table

Footnote 1. For the F.B.I. definition of a "serious" crime
see page one, paragraph one of the 1972 Uniform
Crime Reports.




1 shows the resulting rank order for 1972 of each state for each
crime and for each of the two sub-totals, as well as providing
the rank order of each of the nine regions (See Footnote 2) for
each crime and sub-total.

Table 2 shows the trends in the national rates for each
crime from 1968 through 1972.

Table 3 shows the yearly fluctuations in crime rates of
New England as well as its rankings in comparison with the
other eight regions of the United States for the same five
year period.

Table 4 provides similar listings of Massachusetts crime
rates as well as the ranking of Massachusetts for each crime
for each year from 1968 through 1972.

A closer inspection of the regional section of Table 1
shows that in 1972 New England is the area with the best rank-
ing {lowest rate) in regard to crimes of murder and rape. Its
rank of third among the nine areas for the offense of robbery
and second in regard to aggravated assault drops New England
to second best in regard to total offenses against persons.

Footnote 2.

Region States Included
l. New England - Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vermcnt
2. Middle Atlantic New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania

3. East North Central Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wisconsin
4. West North Central Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Neb., No. & So.
' Dakota
5. South Atlantic Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N. & S. Car., Va.,
W. Va. ‘
6. East South Central Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee
7. West Scuth Central Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas

8. DMountain Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex.,
_ ' Utah, Wvo.
9. Pacific Alaska, Calif., Hawaii, Oregon, Washington




Turning to the property crimes we find that New England
ranks fourth in burglary, fifth in larceny and ninth (last and
worst} in auto theft. When we look at the rankings of indivi-
dual states we will find that the 49th and 50th ranks of Rhode
Island and Massachusetts in auto theft are largely responsible
for the poor ranking of New England (seventh) in regard to the
property crime total.

The section of Table 1 listing state rankings shows that,
in regard to violent crimes against persons, Massachusetts is
thirteenth for murder, twelfth for rape, fortieth for robbery
and twenty-second for aggravated assault. Adding together the
rates of each of these four crimes results in Massachusetts
being located in the twenty-fifth rank for the total of all
crimes against persons.

In regard to property crimes Massachusetts ranks thirty-
eighth in burglary, thirty-second in larceny and fiftieth -
as usual - in auto theft. These bad rates result in a rank
of forty-third for the total of all of the combined property
crimes.

Examining Table 2, which shows changes in national crime
rates, we find that in regard to violent crimes the rate of
increase fell off in 1972. For robbery there was even a
small decrease in this national rate. In regard to property
crimes there was a country wide decrease in all three of these
offenses. ‘

Table 3 showing the rates and rankings of New England for
the past five years presents a somewhat mixed picture. The
rates of murder, robbery and aggravated assault increased
again in 1972 but the rate of rape decreased slightly. The
increases in rates of robbery and aggravated assault were
enough to drop New England from the top rank to the second best
ranked region in 1972 as regards the total of crimes against
persons.

With regard to crimes against property New England's rates
for burglary and auto theft decreased but the rate of larceny
increased again in 1972. As a result New England remained in
seventh place as regards the total of the three property crime
rates, '




Table,4 shows that Massachusetts continues to increase its
rates for g%%?’of the crimes against persons (there was slight
decrease in the murder rate) - but these variations were not
enough to change the Massachusetts location at the twenty-fifth
rank for the total of the violent crime rates. Although Mass-
achusetts actually decreased its rates of all three property
offenses, because of similar nation wide decreases Massachu-
setts did not improve its ranking of forty-third for total
pProperty crime rates.

In general it appears that the rate of increase in violent
crimes in Massachusetts is slowing down and that the rate of
property crimes is actually decreasing. However, because of
similar trends about the country there is no significant change
in the relative position of Massachusetts in 1972,
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TABLE 2 CRIME RATES or irs UNITED STATES

1968 through 1972
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