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Building Safety Month
 
Building Safety Where You Live, Work and Play
Portions of this article are excerpted from ICC literature with permission
 
The Honorable Governor Deval Patrick declares Building Safety Month during May, 2012.
 
   When you enter a house or other building you most likely do not question whether it is properly constructed and safe to occupy or visit.  Fortunately, safety experts think about building safety and fire prevention every day.  To help raise awareness of building safety, by declaration of the Honorable Governor Patrick, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts will join other groups across the nation in celebrating Building Safety Month during the month of May, 2012. "The important work we do as safety officials is often overlooked until a catastrophe occurs.  When safety experts inspect buildings during and after construction, they help to ensure that the places in which we live, learn, work and play are safe to occupy and enjoy" reminds Thomas G. Gatzunis, Department of Public Safety Commissioner.   
 
   Building safety codes address all aspects of construction, including structural soundness, reliability of fire protection systems, dependability of plumbing and mechanical systems and energy efficiency.  To ensure that buildings are safe requires the active participation of property owners, building and fire safety officials, architects, builders, engineers, and construction industry professionals. "Public safety is our number one concern," says Commissioner Gatzunis.  "During Building Safety Month and all year long, building officials and others help protect our citizens as we visit, work and reside in the varied structures of the commonwealth". 
 
   First observed in 1980 as Building Safety Week, Building Safety Month 2012 highlights Energy and Green Building Efficiency; Disaster Safety and Mitigation; Fire Safety and Awareness; and Backyard Safety. The goal is to raise public awareness of critical safety issues relating to building design, construction and property maintenance.  Each of these issues affect every person, every day, regardless of age or occupation. Building Safety Month 2012 asks all Americans to observe the importance of building, pool, spa and hot tub safety; promotes new technologies in the construction industry and recognizes that countless lives have been saved due to the implementation and enforcement of safety codes by local and state agencies across the commonwealth and the nation. 
 
   The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is a member of the International Code Council (ICC). Educational materials are available for schools and the community at large through the ICC.  Brochures that explain how to best recover from and clean-up after a flood, how to prevent mold infiltration, how to achieve green building initiatives and how to prepare for natural disasters are all available through the ICC's website. 
 
   The public is encouraged to participate in and learn more about the essential work of the Department of Public Safety (DPS) and the ICC by further exploring the 
DPS website and reviewing material made available through the ICC. 
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	Construction Supervisor License
Continuing Education Requirements

   The time when licensed construction supervisors will need to demonstrate compliance with continuing education requirements is approaching.  Any person who renews a license on or after July 1, 2013 will need to affirm that continuing education criterion has been satisfied according to the schedule identified below. A licensed construction supervisor must acquire a certain number of continuing education hours each 2 year renewal period based upon license category.
1. Unrestricted Construction Supervisors (identified as Construction Supervisor License on the license Card) must attain at least 12 hours of continuing education credit;
1. Restricted Construction Supervisors (identified as 1 and 2 Family License on the license card) must acquire at least 10 hours; and 
1. Specialty Construction Supervisors must acquire at least 6 hours of credit.
Specialty categories include the following license types:
1. Masonry;
1. Roofing;
1. Windows / Siding;
1. Demolition;
1. Solid Fuel Burning; and
1. Insulation.
   The maximum number of hours required for any given licensee is 12, regardless of how many categories appear on the license card. A person who is licensed in a specialty category, whether one, two or all six, needs only to achieve the requisite 6 hours of continuing education credit. However, please remember that each license category requires certain content to be covered during trainings such as workplace safety and lead safe practices.   Please refer to the regulations for detailed requirements and the DPS website for approved course coordinators and courses of instruction.
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	Construction Supervisor License
New Computer Tracking Software

 
        The Department of Public Safety (DPS) issues licenses in over fifty (50) different categories.  The construction supervisor license is one of many. Other categories include amusements, elevator, engineering and regulated activity licenses.  In total, the DPS issues and\or renews over 71,000 licenses each year.   
 
         In order to provide more efficient service to the public, the DPS recently installed a new license software program known as My License Software or MLO.  MLO will better organize and track all license categories.  Over time, the advanced software will significantly enhance the manner in which the DPS processes license data and other information.  For instance, licensees will be able to renew most license types on-line via a credit card transaction and education coordinators will be able transfer student information to the database electronically for license types that require continuing education.  Also, the new system has an e-mail notification function.  This will allow direct communication with licensees concerning renewal procedures, continuing education requirements and other general topics of interest.
 
         For many months now, the DPS staff has been preparing for this change.  The Go Live date for the new system was November 8, 2011.   As with most major transitions, the process has not been free of difficulties.  Resultantly, we are experiencing a back-log of applications for both new and renewal licenses.  However, we have made significant progress over the last several months and expect to be caught-up relatively soon. Once we are back on track, there is about a 20-30 day turn-around between the time when a license application is received and when a license card is issue to an applicant, which program regulations considers to be a reasonable period of time.  
 
        We recognize the inconvenience that this transition has caused.  The DPS is making every effort to expedite the issuance of license cards. We ask that you refrain from contacting the DPS by phone to inquire about a license status during this period, unless it is an emergency.   Instead, please check the DPS License Search Engine where information is updated within two (2) days of being processed.  
 
        The DPS wishes to thank all municipal building inspectors for their assistance as we transition through this process.
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Construction Supervisor License
New License Search Engine

The new, on line license engine functions a little differently than the previous system. The new system works best if you insert a license number, then hit search. However, please remember that you need to supply the prefix, plus the dash prior to the number. For instance, if you insert CS-123456, you should receive the desired information for the licensee. If you just enter 123456 or CS123456, you will not get the correct results. 
 
A list of prefixes is unavailable under the drop-down menu identified as License Type on the search screen. The prefix list for construction supervisor licenses is provided below. Access the drop-down menu for all other license types.
1. Unrestricted Construction Supervisors (identified as Construction Supervisor License on the license Card) prefix is CS.
1. Restricted Construction Supervisors (identified as 1 and 2 Family License on the license card) prefix is CSFA. 
1. Specialty Construction Supervisors prefixes are as follows. CSSL stands for Construction Supervisor Specialty License.
1. Masonry CSSL-MA
1. Roofing CSSL-RF
1. Windows / Siding CSSL-WS
1. Demolition CSSL-DM
1. Burning Fuel CSSL-SF
1. Insulation CSSL-IC
If you do not have a license number, you may also locate a license type inserting the name of the licensee and search All Licenses.  When you do this, all license types will be displayed, whether CSL or some other type.  It may take a little longer to sift through the varied types, but you should be able to retrieve accurate information.
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DPS Website
 
As you may have noticed, the DPS website has a slightly different look. In fact, all state agencies underwent a web change recently. DPS tried to keep the site relatively consistent following the transition.  However, things have been rearranged a bit.  If you are having difficulty locating an item, try the search box at the top right side of the screen.  It should take you to the desired location.
 
We have provided several links to some of the more popular areas below for your convenience, just click on the word or term.
 
Building Code
 
Construction Supervisor License Exam Information
  
Construction Supervisor License Complaint Procedures 
 
Department Applications 
 
General Information
 such as meeting schedules, agendas and minutes, old CODEWORD articles and more.
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
which includes information pertaining to the Stretch Energy Code, Wind Borne Debris and other topical issues.
 
 Building Code Appeals Board 
 
Also, you can access a host of I-Codes including:
0. International Building Code
0. International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings
0. International Existing Building Code
0. International Fire Code
0. International Plumbing Code
0. International Mechanical Code
0. International Fuel Gas Code
0. International Energy Conservation Code
0. International Property Maintenance Code
0. International Zoning Code
0. ICC Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities
0. International Wildland-Urban Interface Code
0. International Private Sewage Disposal Code
0. ICC Electrical Administrative Provisions
0. International One- and Two-Family Dwelling Code
0. International Model Energy Code
0. International Green Construction Code
0. International Swimming Pool and Spa Code
There is a host of information available on the DPS website, but it takes a little exploration. 
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What's Next for the Building Code?
 
  The Eighth Edition of the Building Code has been in effect for some time now. Unlike previous editions of the code, the eighth edition is comprised of certain 2009 international codes with amendments, including:
1. International Building Code (IBC)
1. International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings (IRC)
1. International Existing Building Code (IEBC)
1. International Fire Code (IFC)
1. International Mechanical Code (IMC)
1. International Energy Conservation Code (IECC)
  Please be sure to view amendments to these codes to ensure that you have the correct information.
 
  The International Code Council (ICC) revises and promulgates a new series of codes each three year period. Accordingly, the ICC has issued its 2012 codes.  Since the Massachusetts eighth edition has only recently been introduced, members of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) have voted to skip the 2012 I-Code series and focus, instead, on the 2015 cycle for the next major revision of the Massachusetts Building Code.  However, as with most things, there is an exception to this position.
 
   Massachusetts General Law (MGL) c.143, § 94 (as amended by c.169 of the Acts of 2008, Section 55) requires BBRS members to adopt the latest version of the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) within 1 year of any revision. The BBRS has determined that the 1 year shall be measured from the time the ICC first publishes the updated IECC. Consequently, BBRS members intend to approve the IECC for use in Massachusetts beginning in July, 2012. However, BBRS members will allow a twelve (12) month concurrency period following this date whereby the code user may choose to use either the Massachusetts amended 2009 or 2012 version of the IECC, without mixing provisions.  At the conclusion of the concurrency period (circa July, 2013), the 2012 amended version of the IECC would come into full force and effect. Permit applications for designs utilizing the older, 2009 version would need to be filed prior to the concurrency deadline.  
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TENT SAFETY
New Code Requirements
 
 
  The New England area has enjoyed relatively nice weather during the past winter and early spring months. However, history has demonstrated that weather patterns change almost instantaneously in this region. With graduation and wedding season rapidly approaching, many people will erect tents to help shield guests from potentially hostile weather events. This article is intended to remind building officials of the need for permits for certain types of tents, but also to advise that there have been changes made relating to permitting requirements with the adoption of the Eighth Edition of the Building Code.
 
  In explanation, Section 3103.1 of the 2009 International Building Code (IBC) establishes criterion for temporary structures, directing the reader to the International Fire Code(IFC) for specific requirements pertaining to the use of temporary tents. 
 
  The IFC defines a TENT as a structure, enclosure or shelter, with or without sidewalls or drops, constructed of fabric or pliable material supported by any manner except by air or the contents that it protects.
 
  IFC Section 2403.2 establishes that tents and membrane structures having an area in excess of 400 square feet (37 m2) shall not be erected, operated or maintained for any purpose without first obtaining a permit and approval. The section continues to allow certain exceptions to this requirement as follows. 

  Exceptions:
 
1. Tents used exclusively for recreational camping purposes.
2. Tents open on all sides which comply with all of the following:
2.1. Individual tents having a maximum size of 700 square feet (65 m2).
2.2. The aggregate area of multiple tents placed side by side without a fire break clearance of 12 feet (3658 mm), not exceeding 700 square feet (65 m2) total.
2.3. A minimum clearance of 12 feet (3658 mm) to all structures and other tents.
 
  Previous editions of the code required permits and approvals for most tent structures measuring 120 square feet or greater and did not afford many exceptions.  Current code requirements are a bit more permissive. The reason, in part, for less restrictive requirements in this version of the code is in recognition of the difficulties that are associated with gaining approvals for tent structures on short notice. 
 
   Although permit requirements are somewhat less restrictive in this code version, the Department of Public Safety cautions all tent users to take tent safety seriously; making sure that guests and patrons have adequate access to, form and within the tent by means of appropriately sized, clear aisle ways and that the use of incendiary products are limited in accordance with local fire prevention restrictions.
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This article is contributed by Certified Building Code Enforcement Official, Paul De Baggis. Paul is a local inspector for the Town of Easton. He has worked with the building codes since 1966, and he is writing a book about building inspection. This article is a part of his book relating to construction supervisors.                     
                           
LICENSED CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISORS
 
 Looking Ahead and Back
By Paul De Baggis
  Once upon a time, to do construction work in Massachusetts, one only needed a hammer, a ruler, and a customer.  Then, in the early 1980's, came the licensing of construction supervisors.   The initial mandate created plenty of skeptics, most particularly due to the associated grandfathering clause.  I often heard at the time that any person, qualified or not, could get a grandfathered license.  Some were concerned that a pretzel salesman who did not know the difference between a block plane and a flood plain could get a grandfathered license; it was as easy as signing an affidavit that he or she had the required experience and paying a fee.  Although many considered the grandfather clause to be an unnecessary concession, good government, then as now, requires compromise.   If the commonwealth could achieve licensing requirements only by first offering a grandfathering process, so be it.
   
  Although the grandfathering process satisfied many special interests, a few saw licensing, in general, as a Frankenstein created in the dead of night.  For the first few years, as staff to the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) set out to make the program work, they had to dissect and scrutinize each action they would take.  Finally, in January, 1986, with the initial edition of this very newsletter, CODEWORD, the BBRS announced the first, written, open book examinations for supervisors.  Suspensions and revocations of grandfathered licenses were also posted in that issue.   At that time, it appeared that licensing may outlast the cynics. 
   Since that time, nearly every issue of CODEWORD has described some of the varied licensing issues dealt with by the BBRS and its staff.  The BBRS website provided most every detail of the licensing program that I needed for this article, including a feature that we use in the Town of Easton.  For several years, Easton Inspector of Buildings Mark Trivett has emphasized use of the license look-upfunction which is available on the site.
  In utilizing this tool, we, as building officials, have found cases where permit applicants have conveniently forgotten to tell us about a suspended or a lapsed license.   However, sometimes it works the other way: an applicant may not have received his new license, yet he or she is identified on line as being duly licensed, and thus eligible to file for and receive a permit. 
    As licensing requirements unfolded, we experienced some hilarious, outrageous, and painful incidents.  Although things have not progressed perfectly, my goal here is to capture how things were long ago, in contrast to how they are today.   This past July, I sat with Rob Anderson, Chief of Inspections for the Department of Public Safety's Building Division as well as the administrator to the BBRS (and author of CODEWORD for that matter), to discuss licensing issues today, especially examination and continuing education requirements.  At that meeting, Rob gave me what I considered an impressive statement on the need for continuing education.  You will have to take my word for this, because I am saving Rob's words for the book I am writing on building inspection.  If and when I wrap up the book, you may read the quote there.  For now, I can say that a successful, continuing education plan will most likely help to achieve better quality buildings and safer environments for us all. 
    What the future holds for licensing, we cannot be certain.  But its machinery--the current regulations and practices-help to turn out informed supervisors of building construction.  The program has evolved and has succeeded because of our mutual efforts:  local building officials and their staffs checking paperwork, filing complaints and testifying at the hearings if and when necessary, and explaining licensing implications to the public; the BBRS and its staff holding hearings, keeping us up-to-date with both accurate lists of licensed supervisors (through the license look-up) and reasonable regulations relating to the program, as well as  overseeing the testing and now the training of the supervisors.  From the wild and crazy days of the 1960's, and 70's, to the grandfathering, the testing, and finally, to the days of continuing education for licensees, we have now completed a full circle. This journey has taken a generation, and from time to time we have had to work our way through obstacles.  This, we have done.  As a result, licensing today is a front-line, twenty-first century weapon in our inspection arsenal.
   Every so often, I think of the days before of the pretzel salesman.  The differences from then and today amaze me.
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