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You have asked to be informed of BBRS news items. Please see two items below: 
A. Installation of Signs. BBRS staff has received feedback that some municipalities are requiring that a permit for the installation of storefront signs be only issued if the permit is tied to a Construction Supervisor License (CSL). This activity requires a permit but it does not require the oversight of a person with a CSL. The building code allows a specific exemption from the construction supervisor requirements for installers of signs (See Section 110.R5). However, certain sign installations like large billboards on top of buildings for example, are within the realm of construction control and will require the services of a registered design professional. 

B. Installation of Precast Concrete Steps. BBRS staff has received feedback that some municipalities are requiring that a permit for the installation of precast concrete steps be issued only if the permit is tied to a Construction Supervisor License (CSL). Although there is no specific exemption in the building code for this activity, the BBRS on March 12, 2015 approved a policy to clarify that for new or existing residential buildings if precast concrete steps are installed per the manufacturer’s instructions then a CSL is not required. It should be noted that a hoisting engineer license is likely required for excavation or to move the steps into place. In all cases a building permit is required regardless of whether or not the steps are part of a means of egress or serve an exit door.  Prior to issuing the permit the building official may require submittal of the installation instructions and shall notify the installer of what inspections he/she will perform.

If you have questions on either of these please contact mike.guigli@state.ma.us If you would like to unsubscribe from this distribution please email kimberly.spencer@state.ma.us and insert “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
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