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Minutes

Board of Building Regulations and Standards
Chapter 34 (C34AC) Advisory Committee
ARUP, 955 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge MA 02139
 October 16, 2014 at 7:30 a.m. 

1. MD called the meeting to order (7:35) and then Roll Call was taken:

a. 

Mike DiMascio Chair (MD)		x present   absent
David Horton (DH)			x present   absent
Mike Grover (MG)	 		x present   absent
Lee Cleveland (LC) 		 present  x absent
Jacob Nunnemacher (JN)		x present   absent	
Mike Guigli (MSG) for Rob Anderson 	x present   absent
Dana Haagensen (DRH)		x present   absent
A. Vernon Woodworth (AVW)	 present  x absent
Doug Anderson (DA)		x present   absent 
Kevin Hastings (KH) 		x present   absent

General note on format: votes are noted as (Motion by, Second by, All) if the vote is unanimous followed by the time. 
 
2. Chapter 34 Advisory Committee (C34AC) reviewed minutes, as amended today, from the meeting on October 1, 2014 and approved Exhibit A. (JN, KH , All) 9:15.

3. MD opened up the discussion on the definition of ‘work area’. MG provided background on the NJ code and that upgrades are triggered when a space under construction can no longer be occupied. In addition the NJ code exempts three-story residential buildings from sprinkler requirements but does invoke smoke detection requirements for even a single unit if the work in that unit triggers work area.  DA discussed a Housing and Urban Development (HUD) study, which is what the IEBC was based on, that uses work area defined as ‘that portion of a building affected by any renovation, alteration or reconstruction work as initially intended by the owner and indicated as such in the permit’. There was discussion on whether or not all three compliance methods should be carried forward. An action for DA and MG to create a letter of recommendation for the BBRS on whether or not C34AC should amend the work area method and in particular the work area definition and potentially leveraging the NJ code and HUD and limitations on the prescriptive method. After more discussion CF34AC approved a motion for MG and DA to create an alternative work area definition for consideration by C34AC. (KH, JN, Approved) DH down and MG abstain 9:12.   

4. Proposed amendments to Chapter 34 of 780 CMR 9th edition were reviewed as found in Exhibit B. After discussion on the overall file, actions were taken for KH to modify the Scope (section 101.2) to provide clarity on specialized codes and other, if necessary; JN to modify section 302.8 to remove the Nightclub Use and instead provide general requirements on CO detection in I and R-Uses; and DH to modify section 302.7 and other sections if necessary, to potentially eliminate structural triggers on normal reproofing projects and consult with MD who is to review the history of structural requirements for reproofing projects. MSG will investigate 1401.4 and potentially revise to allow for other options.  DRH will incorporate common area smoke detection for R-Use alterations where an exception for a sprinkler system is allowed and only a smoke detection system is installed. DRH may also incorporate a requirement in each unit for heat detectors, any of which if activated would dump the building. JN to provide suggested additions to 1002.1. All proposed amendments to be forwarded to MSG by October 28, 2014. 

5. MD opened the discussion on the white paper on the cost and effectiveness of fire protection systems in 3 to 6 unit residential buildings. This topic was discussed briefly. MSG noted that FPFP would likely make edits to the paper. It was noted that prior to the next meeting C34AC members who choose to edit the document to provide same to MSG.

6. C34AC chose the next meeting to be November 5, 2014 at 7:30 a.m.
 
7. There was no other business discussed. 

8. A motion to adjourn the meeting was approved. (DA, DRH, All) 10:44 a.m.
    
Exhibits listed as file names:
A. C34AC Minutes October 1, 2014 (Approved October 16 2014)
B. 2015 IEBC Staff-MRF Comments 10-15-14_Rev_A
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