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Board of Building Regulations and Standards 

Fire Prevention Fire Protection (FPFP) Advisory Committee 

MA Fire Fighting Academy – Link Conference Room 

September 2, 2015 - 9:00 a.m. 

 

1. Roll Call   - Call to Order 9:12 pm
a. Robert Carasitti Chair (BC)  √  present  � absent 
b. Dave LeBlanc V-Chair (DL) √  present  � absent 
c. Walter Adams  (WA) � present  √  absent 
d. Don Contois (DC) √  present  � absent 
e. Harold Cutler (HL) √  present  � absent 
f. Rob Anderson (RA or designee) √  present  � absent   

Rich Crowley for RA (RC) 

g. Chief Gary McCarraher (GM) √ present  � absent 
h. Boston Fire Commissioner  √ present  � absent 

Paul Donga for BFD (PD) 
i. State Fire Marshal (or designee) √ present  � absent 

Jen Hoyt for the SFM (JH) 
j. Kurt Ruchala (KR) √ present  � absent 
k. Louise Vera (LV) √ present  � absent 

 
General note on format: votes are noted as (Motion by: XX, Second by: XX, Vote: In Favor-Opposed- Abstaining). 
  
2. Review and approval of minutes from June 25, 2015  

 
The June 25 minutes were reviewed. Two punctuation comments were made and a motion to accept the minutes with 
these changes was made. 
 
Motion: GM 2nd: JH  Vote: 5-0-5 Abstains were individuals not present at June 25 meeting. 

 

3. The committee next took up Agenda Item 3 Review and discussion on DFS comments to the Draft 9th Edition 
of the Massachusetts State Building Code, 780 CMR. 
 
The discussion went one item at a time and notes were taken for each in accordance with the instructions 
received from the BBRS chair. The FPFP made it through approximately 50% of the DFS proposals leaving 
off at 903.2. FPFP will pick up at 903.3 at the next meeting. Once all proposals have been reviewed as 
requested by BBRS, votes will take place on each or as a package: TBD by committee discussion. 
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The proposed 780 CMR 9th edition amendments “final draft” are shown in black font.  DFS comments 

and changes are indicated by deletions in red strikethrough and red font.  Some additional comments 

are shown in blue font.  It is assumed that amendments proposed by FPFP will be incorporated into the 

final document and are not intended to be repeated by this document. 

 

202 Add. 

FIRE AREA.  The aggregate area of the building regardless of subdivisions by fire barriers, fire 

walls, or horizontal assemblies. 

 

MAINTENANCE OF FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS.  Replacement or repair of any component or 

components of a fire protection system, where such does not affect system performance and 

compatibility.  No building permit is required for maintenance.  Other permits, however, may be 

required pursuant to M.G.L. c.148 §27A and 527 CMR. 

 

MODIFICATIONS, ALTERATIONS, ADDITIONS, OR DELETIONS TO FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS.  

Any changes which affect the performance of the fire protection system.  Such changes require a 

building permit and are subject to the other permitting requirements pursuant to M.G.L. c.148 

§27A. 

 

427.6 Replace “430” with “400”. 

 

427.7 Replace.  

Exception 1. Hose connections may be omitted when the following fire department building 

access and fire hydrant coverage is provided: minimum 18 20 feet wide, unobstructed access 

roadways located within 20 feet of the building on at least three sides compliant with the 

provisions of 527 CMR; minimum ten feet wide, unobstructed access route between the access 

roadway and the fire department access doors; and, fire hydrants in locations approved by the 

head of the fire department. 

 

Exception 2. In lieu of a Class I standpipe system, a Class II automatic, wet-standpipe 

system in accordance with NFPA 14 shall be permitted when the following fire department 

building access and fire hydrant coverage is provided: minimum 18 20 feet wide, unobstructed 

access roadways located within 50 feet of the building on at least three sides compliant with the 

provisions of 527 CMR; minimum ten feet wide, unobstructed access route between the access 

roadway and the fire department access doors; and, fire hydrants in locations approved by the 

head of the fire department. The hose connections shall be located as described above for the 

Class I standpipe system.  Occupant hose shall not be required, and the hose connections shall 

be marked for fire department use only. 

 

427.13 Replace.  

Non-flammable and Non-combustible Hazardous Materials. Non-flammable and 

noncombustible hazardous materials such as: Oxidizers, Unstable Materials, Toxics, Highly 

Toxics, Corrosives, and Water Reactives shall meet the following requirements comply with 527 

CMR. 

 



DFS Amendments and Comments to 780 CMR 9th Edition “Final Draft” 

Submitted to M. Guigli on 5/5/15 

Page 2 of 11 

 

430.5.1 Comment: B. Carasitti to draft alternative language to require a 3rd party review of the 

alternative means of compliance.  DFS may support this amendment to 430.5.1 if DFS can review the 

proposed language.  As of 5/5/15, DFS has not had the opportunity to review the proposed language. 

 

507.5 Delete section. 

 

901.1 Add.  

Note 3. Reference to IFC shall mean 527 CMR 1.00.  

  

901.2 Replace note h. 

 h. Fire department siamese connection type(s) and location. 

 Add note w.  

  w. Emergency responder radio coverage type/location. 

 

901.3 Delete and replace.  

Maintenance. All water based fire protection systems shall be maintained in accordance with 

NFPA 25 527 CMR. All other fire protection systems shall be maintained in accordance with the 

requirements of the applicable reference standards and standards listed in Chapter 35: 

Referenced Standards. The owner of every building or structure shall be responsible for the care 

and maintenance of all fire protection systems, including equipment and devices, to ensure the 

safety and welfare of the occupants. No person shall shut off, disconnect, obstruct, remove or 

destroy, or cause or permit to be shut off, disconnected, obstructed, removed or destroyed, any 

part of any sprinkler system, water main, hydrant or other device used for fire protection or 

carbon monoxide detection and alarm in any building owned, leased or occupied by such person 

or under his control or supervision, without first procuring a written permit so to do from the 

head of the fire department of the city or town wherein such building is situated in accordance 

with M.G.L. c. 148, § 27A. 

When installations of fire protection systems are interrupted for repairs or other necessary 

reasons, the owner shall immediately advise the local fire department and shall diligently 

prosecute the restoration of the protection.  

 

901.5 Delete last sentence.   

The fire official may authorize the building official as designee.  

DFS feels that since the use of these fire protection systems will be by the responding fire 

department, the fire department designee shall be present at acceptance testing. 

 

901.7 Delete and replace.  

Fire areas.  Where buildings, or portions thereof, are divided into fire areas so as to not exceed 

the limits establish requiring a fire protection system in accordance with this chapter, such fire 

areas shall be separated by fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 or 

horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711, or both, having a fire-

resistance rating or not less than that determined in accordance with Section 707.3.10. For the 

purposes of this chapter, fire area shall be defined as the aggregate area of the building 

regardless of subdivisions by fire barriers and horizontal assemblies. 

 

902.1 Delete definition.  
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FIRE AREA 

 

903.2 Delete Exception. 

 

903.2.1 through 903.2.10.1 Delete and replace. 

 Insert Table 903.2 and all notes from 780 CMR 8th edition. 

 

903.3.1.1 Add. 

NFPA 13 sprinkler systems.  Where the provisions of this code require that a building or portion 

thereof be equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with this 

section, sprinklers shall be installed throughout in accordance with NFPA 13 except as provided 

in Sections 903.3.1.1.1 and 903.3.1.1.2. 

Automatic sprinkler systems shall be permitted to be installed throughout mixed-use Group R 

buildings in accordance with NFPA 13. 

 

903.3.1.1.1 Delete. These exemptions are listed in a proposed amendment to 903.2. 

903.3.1.1.2 Delete. This provision/exemption is included in NFPA 13. 

 

903.3.1.2 Replace. 

NFPA 13R sprinkler systems.  Automatic sprinkler systems in shall be permitted to be installed 

throughout in accordance with NFPA 13R where the building contains only Group R occupancies 

up to and including four stories in height in buildings not exceeding 60 ft (18 288 mm) in height 

above grade plane, and the aggregate area of the building, measured from exterior wall to 

exterior wall, regardless of fire walls or horizontal assemblies, does not exceed 12,000 sf.  shall 

be permitted to be installed throughout in accordance with NFPA 13R.   

The number of stories of Group R occupancies constructed in accordance with Sections 510.2 

and 510.4 shall be measured from the horizontal assembly creating separate buildings provided 

with an automatic sprinkler system installed throughout in accordance with NFPA 13. 

 

903.3.1.3 Replace. 

NFPA 13D sprinkler systems. Automatic sprinkler systems installed in one- and two-family 

dwellings; townhouses, Group R-3, or Group R-4 Condition 1, buildings containing only R-Uses of 

three units or less, and townhouses shall be permitted to be installed throughout in accordance 

with NFPA 13D. 

 

903.4.2 Replace. 

Alarms.  An approved audible device, located on the exterior of the building in an approved 

location, shall be connected to each automatic sprinkler system.  Such sprinkler waterflow alarm 

devices shall be activated by water flow equivalent to the flow of a single sprinkler of the 

smallest orifice size installed in the system.  Activation of the sprinkler waterflow alarm devices 

shall activate a fire alarm system installed throughout the building in accordance with 907.  

Where a fire alarm system is installed, actuation of the automatic sprinkler system shall actuate 

the building fire alarm system. 

 

903.4.2 Delete Exception. 
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905.3.10 Add.  

Travel Distance.  A class 1automatic wet or manual wet standpipe system shall be provided in all 

buildings where any portion of the building floor area is more than 400 feet of travel from the 

nearest point of fire department vehicle access.  Vehicle access travel distance is actual distance 

measured along and/or around the building exterior and shall not be reduced by the addition of 

fire walls/party walls which otherwise would define individual buildings. 

 

907.2.1.1 Replace “1,000” with “300”. (Two locations). 

 

907.2.3 Delete Exceptions 2 through 4. 

 

907.2.9.1 Replace “16” with “12”. 

 

907.2.11 Delete and replace.  

Single- and multiple-station smoke alarms. Listed single- and multiple-station photoelectric 

type smoke alarms complying with UL 217 shall be installed in accordance with Sections 

907.2.11.1 through 907.2.11.6 and NFPA 72. shall be installed in accordance with the provisions 

of this code and the household fire warning equipment provisions of NFPA 72, as applicable. 

Section 907.2.8 shall not preclude the installation of a household fire warning system as 

provisioned in NFPA 72, or a fully addressable fire alarm system where system detectors and 

alarm notification devices can perform the functions as required in Section 907.2.11.  

 

907.2.24 Add. 

Other Sleeping Areas.  An automatic smoke detection system shall be provided for all sleeping 

areas, and means of egress from sleeping areas in buildings not otherwise required to have 

smoke detection by section 907.2.1 through 907.2.23 where space is used for sleeping purpose. 

 

916.1 Delete Exception.  916.2 Exception 2 already permits the fire official to waive the requirements for 

emergency responder radio coverage. 

 

916.1 through 916.3 Delete and replace. 

916.1 Emergency responder radio coverage in new buildings. 

All new buildings shall have approved radio coverage for emergency responders within the 

building based upon the existing coverage levels of the public safety communication systems of 

the jurisdiction at the exterior of the building. This section shall not require improvement of the 

existing public safety communication systems. 

Exceptions: 

1. Where approved by head of the fire department, a wired communication system in 

accordance with Section 907.2.13.2 shall be permitted to be installed or maintained instead 

of an approved radio coverage system. 

2. Where it is determined by the head of the fire department that the radio coverage system is 

not needed. 

3. In facilities where emergency responder radio coverage is required and such systems, 

components or equipment required could have a negative impact on the normal operations 

of that facility, the head of the fire department shall have the authority to accept an 

automatically activated emergency responder radio coverage system. 
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916.2 The emergency responder radio coverage shall be installed in accordance with this Section 

and NFPA 72. 

 

916.3 Permit required. A construction permit for the installation of or modification to 

emergency responder radio coverage systems and related equipment is required as specified in 

Section 105. Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not considered a 

modification and does not require a permit.  

 

916.4 Technical requirements. Systems, components and equipment required to provide the 

emergency responder radio coverage system shall comply with Sections 916.4.1 through 

916.4.2.5. 

 

916.4.1 Radio signal strength. The building shall be considered to have acceptable emergency 

responder radio coverage when signal strength measurements in 90 percent of all areas on each 

floor of the building meet the signal strength requirements in Sections 916.4.1.1 and 916.4.1.2. 

Critical areas, Such as the fire command center(s), the fire pump room(s), exit stairs, exit 

passageways, elevator lobbies, standpipe cabinets, sprinkler sectional valve locations, and other 

areas deemed critical by the Fire Chief, shall be provided with 99 percent floor area radio 

coverage. 

 

916.4.1.1 Minimum signal strength into the building. 

A minimum signal strength of -95 dBm shall be receivable within the building. 

 

916.4.1.2 Minimum signal strength out of the building. 

A minimum signal strength of -95 dBm shall be received by the agency’s radio system when 

transmitted from within the building. 

 

916.4.2 System design. The emergency responder radio coverage system shall be designed in 

accordance with Sections 916.4.2.1 through 916.4.2.5. 

 

916.4.2.1 Amplification systems allowed. Buildings and structures that cannot support the 

required level of radio coverage shall be equipped with a radiating cable system, a distributed 

antenna system with Federal Communications Commission (FCC)-certified signal boosters, or 

other system approved by the head of the fire department in order to achieve the required 

adequate radio coverage. 

 

916.4.2.2 Technical criteria. The head of the fire department shall maintain a document 

providing the specific technical information and requirements for the emergency responder 

radio coverage system. This document shall contain, but not be limited to, the various 

frequencies required, the location of radio sites, effective radiated power of radio sites, and 

other supporting technical information. 

 

916.4.2.3 Standby power. Emergency responder radio coverage systems shall be provided with 

standby power in accordance with Section 604 527 CMR 1.00. The standby power supply shall 
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be capable of operating the emergency responder radio coverage system for a duration of not 

less than 24 hours. 

 

916.4.2.4 Signal booster requirements. If used, signal boosters shall meet the following 

requirements: 

1. All signal booster components shall be contained in a National Electrical Manufacturer’s 

Association (NEMA) 4-type waterproof cabinet. 

2. Battery systems used for the emergency power source shall be contained in a NEMA 4-type 

waterproof cabinet. 

3. The signal booster system and battery system shall be electrically supervised and monitored 

by a supervisory service, or when approved by the head of the fire department, shall sound 

an audible signal at a constantly attended location 

4. Equipment shall have FCC certification prior to installation. 

 

916.4.2.5 Additional frequencies and change of frequencies. 

The emergency responder radio coverage system shall be capable of modification or expansion 

in the event where the fire department changes or adds frequencies, frequency changes are 

required by the FCC or additional frequencies are made available by the FCC. 

 

916.4.2.6 System Monitoring.  The emergency responder radio coverage shall be monitored by 

the fire alarm system in accordance with NFPA 72. 

 

916.5 Installation requirements. The installation of the public safety radio coverage system shall 

be in accordance with Sections 916.5.1 through 916.5.4. 

 

916.5.1 Approval prior to installation. Amplification systems capable of operating on 

frequencies licensed to any public safety agency by the FCC shall not be installed without prior 

coordination and approval of the head of the fire department. 

 

916.5.2 Minimum qualifications of personnel. The minimum qualifications of the system 

designer and lead installation personnel shall include both of the following: 

1. A valid FCC-issued general radio operators license. 

2. Certification of in-building system training issued by a nationally recognized organization, 

school or a certificate issued by the manufacturer of the equipment being installed. 

These qualifications shall not be required where demonstration of adequate skills and 

experience satisfactory to the head of the fire department is provided. 

 

916.5.3 Acceptance test procedure. Where an emergency responder radio coverage system is 

required, and upon completion of installation, the building owner shall have the radio system 

tested to verify that two-way coverage on each floor of the building is not less than 90 percent. 

The test procedure shall be conducted as follows: 

1. Each floor of the building shall be divided into a grid of 20 approximately equal test areas. 

2. The test shall be conducted using a calibrated portable radio of the latest brand and model 

used by the agency talking through the agency’s radio communications system. 

3. Failure of not more than two nonadjacent test areas shall not result in failure of the test. 
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4. In the event that three of the test areas fail the test, in order to be more statistically 

accurate, the floor shall be permitted to be divided into 40 equal test areas. 

1. Failure of not more than four nonadjacent test areas shall not result in failure of the test. If 

the system fails the 40-area test, the system shall be altered to meet the 90-percent 

coverage requirement. 

5. A test location approximately in the center of each test area shall be selected for the test, 

with the radio enabled to verify two-way communications to and from the outside of the 

building through the public agency’s radio communications system. Once the test location 

has been selected, that location shall represent the entire test area. Failure in the selected 

test location shall be considered failure of that test area. Additional test locations shall not 

be permitted. 

6. The gain values of all amplifiers shall be measured and the test measurement results shall 

be kept on file with the building owner so that the measurements can be verified during 

annual tests. In the event that the measurement results become lost, the building owner 

shall be required to rerun the acceptance test to reestablish the gain values. 

7. As part of the installation a spectrum analyzer or other suitable test equipment shall be 

utilized to ensure spurious oscillations are not being generated by the subject signal 

booster. This test shall be conducted at the time of installation and subsequent annual 

inspections. 

 

916.5.4 FCC compliance. The emergency responder radio coverage system installation and 

components shall also comply with all applicable federal regulations including, but not limited 

to, FCC 47 CFR Part 90.219. 

 

916.6 Maintenance. The emergency responder radio coverage system shall be maintained 

operational at all times in accordance with Sections 916.6.1 through 916.6.3. 

 

916.6.1 Testing and proof of compliance. The emergency responder radio coverage system shall 

be inspected and tested annually or where structural changes occur including additions or 

remodels that could materially change the original field performance tests. Testing shall consist 

of the following: 

1. In-building coverage test as described in Section 916.5.3. 

2. Signal boosters shall be tested to verify that the gain is the same as it was upon initial 

installation and acceptance. 

3. Backup batteries and power supplies shall be tested under load of a period of 1 hour to 

verify that they will properly operate during an actual power outage. If within the 1-hour 

test period the battery exhibits symptoms of failure, the test shall be extended for 

additional 1-hour periods until the integrity of the battery can be determined. 

4. Other active components shall be checked to verify operation within the manufacturer’s 

specifications. 

5. At the conclusion of the testing, a report, which shall verify compliance with Section 916.5.3, 

shall be submitted to the head of the fire department. 

 

916.6.2 Additional frequencies. The building owner shall modify or expand the emergency 

responder radio coverage system at his or her expense in the event frequency changes are 



DFS Amendments and Comments to 780 CMR 9th Edition “Final Draft” 

Submitted to M. Guigli on 5/5/15 

Page 8 of 11 

 

required by the FCC or additional frequencies are made available by the FCC. Prior approval of a 

public safety radio coverage system on previous frequencies does not exempt this section. 

 

916.6.3 Field testing. Agency personnel shall have the right to enter onto the property at any 

reasonable time to conduct field testing to verify the required level of radio coverage. 

 

1010.1.9.7 Delete “local or remote”. 

   

3112.6 Delete and replace. 

 Limitations of Use.  Use shall be limited as described in this Section and Table 3112.6. 

1.   A temporary overnight shelter identified with a ‘P’ in Table 3112.6 and where smoke and CO 

detections are battery-operated and not interconnected, equipped with an interconnected, 

monitored smoke and carbon monoxide detection and notification system as required by 

chapter 9, may operate year-round for the following periods only: 

a.   not more than 52 days during a calendar year, 

b.   not more than seven consecutive days. 

Where the subject church/house of worship proper possesses a NFPA 13 fire sprinkler system 

throughout the building per the governing edition of NFPA 13 in effect when such system was 

installed, the temporary overnight shelter can be located anywhere in the church/house of 

worship, providing all other requirements of Section 3112, inclusive are met.  If the 

church/house of worship does not have an NFPA 13 fire sprinkler system installed throughout 

the building then the location of the temporary overnight shelter must conform to the 

requirements set forth in Table 3112.6 (partial fire sprinklering of the temporary overnight 

shelter is required under certain circumstances addressed in Table 3112.6). 

 

3112.8 Add. 

Fire and CO Detection, Occupant Notification and Life Safety System Supervision. All 

temporary overnight shelters are required to install and have operational, an interconnected, 

monitored smoke and carbon monoxide detection and notification alarm system as required by 

chapter 9. 

 

3112.10 Delete and replace. 

3112.10 General Installation Requirements and Alarm Signal Precedence. Installation 

requirements for the interconnected, monitored smoke and carbon monoxide detection and 

notification alarm systems shall be in accordance with this code; 527 CMR 31.00:  Carbon 

Monoxide Alarms; the smoke alarm/detector and carbon monoxide alarm/detector 

manufacturers' requirements; NFPA 72 and NFPA 720, all as applicable. For alarm signal 

precedence, see Section 916.5. 

 

 

34:101.2 Add “fire,” after “elevators”. 

 

34: 302.9 Add. 

302.9 Provisions for change in occupancy classification to R, I, or E-Use. Notwithstanding other 

requirements in this code see 780 CMR chapter 9 and 527 CMR for certain carbon monoxide 

detection requirements when a change of occupancy classification to R, I, or E-Use occurs. 
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34:804.2.2 Add “R-3,” after “R-2,” (Two locations). 

 

34:804.2.2 through 804.2.4 Delete “municipal” (Three locations) 

 

34:804.2.5 Replace. 

Supervision.  Fire sprinkler systems required by this section shall be supervised by the method 

required in 780 CMR 901.6.1. 

This proposed change assumes the approval of BBRS of the FPFP amendment to 901.6.1. 

 

34:805.4.4 Add “and nightclubs with an occupant load of 50 or greater” after “100”. 

 

34:904.1.1 Delete “municipal” 

 

34:1401.4.1 Delete “as practicable”. 

 

34:1501.1 Add.  

Note: As applicable, 527 CMR, in conjunction with M.G.L. c.148 § 27A must be satisfied if fire 

protection systems are to be dismantled, shut-off, or modified. 

 

R313.1 Delete Exception 2. 

 

R313.1.1 Delete and replace.  

Design and installation.  Automatic residential fire sprinkler systems for townhouses shall be 

designed and installed in accordance with Section P2904 or NFPA 13D NFPA 13, NFPA 13R or NFPA 

13D, as applicable.   

1. A townhouse building with an aggregate area of 12,000 square feet or more shall be 

provided with an NFPA 13 system.   

2. A townhouse building with an aggregate area of less than 12,000 square feet shall be 

permitted to use a NFPA 13R system. 

Exception: A three unit townhouse building with an aggregate area less than 12,000 square 

feet shall be permitted to use a NFPA 13D system. 

For the purposes of this section, the aggregate area shall be the combined area of all stories of 

the building and firewalls shall not be considered to create separate buildings.  Aggregate area 

shall include garage areas, basement areas, and finished attic areas.  Unfinished attic areas shall 

not be included in the aggregate area. 

 

R314.3 Add. 

 6. Near the base of, but not within, all stairs leading to another occupied floor. 

 

R314.3.1 Keep base IRC language, except delete items 1, and 2. 

 

R314.6 Delete Exception 2. 
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R314.8 Delete and replace.  

Heat Detector Detection. A single heat detector listed for the ambient environment Heat 

detection interconnected with the required smoke detection, shall be installed in: accordance 

with NFPA 72 in;  

1. Any garage attached to or under the main house dwelling (detached garages do not require 

a heat detector). 

 

R314.8.1 Add.  

Heat detection shall be listed in accordance with UL 521 or UL 539. 

R314.9 Add. 

All one and two family dwellings hereafter constructed shall be equipped with a household fire 

warning system, in accordance with the provisions of NFPA 72.  All devices shall be installed and 

maintained in accordance with the requirements of NFPA 72, manufacturer’s instructions and 

listing criteria, and 527 CMR. 

 

R314.10 Add.  

Multi-family dwellings that contain common areas such as basements, hallways, and/or interior 

stairways that serve more than one dwelling unit, but are not within the dwelling unit, shall be 

provided with multiple station smoke alarms or a listed control unit with automatic smoke 

detectors and occupant notification appliances in the following locations:  

1. In all common basements, 

2. In all common hallways,  

3. In all common stairways on each level outside the dwelling unit doorways. 

Each detection device shall cause the operation of an alarm that is clearly audible in all 

bedrooms over background noise levels with all intervening doors closed.  Such devices shall be 

installed in accordance with NFPA 72 and maintained in accordance with 527 CMR. 

 

R315.1 Delete and replace.  

General. Carbon monoxide alarms shall be furnished, installed and maintained by the owner in 

accordance comply with Section R315, M.G.L. c. 148, § 26F½ , 527 CMR, 248 CMR, NFPA 720, 

and the manufacturer’s instructions.  Any required carbon monoxide detection shall be 

interconnected. 

 

R315.5  Keep Exception 1 from IRC, Delete Exception 2. 

 

R319.1 Delete and replace.  

 Address identification. See M.G.L c.148 §59 and 527 CMR. 

 

AJ102.3.1 Delete and replace. 

 Adding or creating one or more sleeping rooms.  

1. Single family dwelling.  When one or more sleeping rooms are added or created to an 

existing dwelling, the entire dwelling shall be provided with smoke, heat and carbon 

monoxide detectors protection. 
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2. Two-family dwelling.  When one or more sleeping rooms are added or created to one 

dwelling unit that unit shall be provided with smoke, heat and carbon monoxide detectors.  

When sleeping rooms are added or created to both units the entire building shall be 

provided with smoke, heat and carbon monoxide detectors protection. 

3. Townhouses dwelling unit. When one or more sleeping rooms are added or created to an 

existing dwelling unit, the entire unit shall be provided with smoke, heat and carbon 

monoxide detectors protection. 

 

AJ102.3.2  Delete and replace. 

Complete reconstruction.  If a dwelling or townhouse building undergoes complete 

reconstruction such that all more than 50% of walls and ceilings are open to framing, then the 

entire existing building shall be provided with smoke, heat and carbon monoxide detectors 

protection. 

 

 
780CMR9thEdition_FinalDraft_DFSComments_20150505.docx 

 



















































 

4. A recurring theme through the discussion is the issue of which code (780 CMR or 527 CMR) has authority 
over particular matters and whether conflicts exist. After having several prolonged discussions on this topic 
a motion was made to have legal review and provide feedback to the committee while the committee 
continues with consideration of the “technical” aspect of the proposals and needs of the public in terms of 
guidance need to complete projects. 

 
Motion: DL 2nd: GM  Vote: 9-0-1 RC abstained. 

 

5. The remainder of the agenda was tabled until the next meeting. 
 

6. Approval to adjourn the meeting 
 
A motion was made to adjourn. 
 
Motion: GM  2nd: DL  Vote: 10-0-0  

 
Exhibits 
 

a. DFS Proposals dated 5/5/15 
b. Staff Comments on DFS Proposals (Edited 5/8/15 and commented on by T Riley the week of 6/1/15) 
c. Powerpoint presentation by the FPFP Chair that combined each DFS proposal and Staff Comment on single slide 


