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Posted on: May 29, 2015

NOTICE OF MEETING
In accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. c. 30A, § 20, notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Transformer Vault Safety Study Group will be held on June 5, 2015 beginning at 10 a.m. at the DPS Office located at 50 Maple Street in Milford, MA 01757.  The study is mandated by Section 6 of Chapter 149, An Act Relative to Gas Leaks (a copy of this section is appended to the bottom of this notice).
 
It is anticipated that the following topics will be discussed at the aforementioned meeting: 

1. 	Roll Call: 
a. 	Robert Anderson, DPS Chief of Inspections, 	Chairman 	 present 	 absent 
b. 	Harold Leaming, DPS Building Inspector			 present	 absent 
c. 	Jake Nunnemacher, DFS Representative			 present 	 absent 
d.	Don Jansen, Electrical Representative			 present 	 absent
e.	Dan Leary, Local Utility Workers Representative		 present 	 absent
f.	Brian Ritzinger, DPU Representative				 present 	 absent
g.	Patricia Baumer, Greater Boston Real Estate Board		 present 	 absent

2. 	Existing numbers and locations of vaults;
3.	Quality of equipment;
4.	Ownership (utility vs. private);
5.	Applicable maintenance responsibilities;
6.	Current code requirements;
7.	Proposed additional safeguards;
8.	Next steps.

SECTION 6.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the secretary of public safety and security or a designee shall issue a report on the adequacy of state regulations governing the safety standards for utility transformer vaults located within buildings subject to the state building code. The report shall include, but not be limited to, an analysis of the standards for access, structural integrity, ventilation and lighting requirements of the regulations and the inspection and enforcement requirements, if any, of the regulations. The report shall further address structural limitations of older buildings containing utility transformer vaults, any ancillary costs, including the cost of inspections and possible costs to businesses and municipalities to comply with any proposed new regulations, and any recommendations for legislation necessary to further implement minimum safety standards for utility transformer vaults. Before the final report is issued, the secretary of public safety or a designee shall hold a public hearing. The report, together with any proposed regulations or legislation necessary to carry out the recommendations, shall be submitted to the clerks of the House of Representatives and the senate.  
CHAIRMAN: 
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