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The Eighth Edition of the Commercial Building Code 
The Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) approved a new, commercial building code for promulgation in the latter half of 2010.  The new, eighth edition code is based on the 2009 International Building Code (IBC).  The new code bears an effective date of August 6, 2010.  However, code users have the option of designing\building in accordance with provisions of the seventh or eighth editions without mixing provisions until February 6, 2011.   On February 7, 2011, the Eighth Edition Commercial Code will come into full force and effect.  Building permit applications for projects designed to seventh edition code provisions must be filed prior to the February 7th deadline.  
The Eighth Edition Commercial Building Code is different from previous Massachusetts editions in several respects. 
         The eighth edition is comprised of the 2009 IBC and a set of specific Massachusetts amendments.  Unlike previous editions, amendments are not incorporated into this version of the code, rather, they are provided as a separate amendment package.  The manner in which the new code is published is similar to other New England states that adopt the IBC and publish a set of specific amendments.  You may access The Massachusetts amendment package on the DPS Website. 
         The eighth edition specifically recognizes the 2009 International Existing Building Code (IEBC) with separate Massachusetts amendments. Therefore, the 2009 IEBC replaces the unique Chapter 34 of earlier editions.  
         The eighth edition also recognizes other 2009 International Codes, including: 
         The International Energy Conservation Code, 
         The International Mechanical Code, and 
         Certain sections of The International Fire Code. 
The new, eighth edition amendment package is available at the State House Bookstore located in the State House @ the intersection of Beacon and Park Streets in Boston, across from the Boston Common.  
  
Please call the bookstore @ (617) 727-2834 for information as to how to acquire the new code and amendment package or visit the bookstore on-line.  Also, all international codes may be purchased directly through the International Code Council @www.iccsafe.org.  An 'unofficial' version of the Massachusetts amendment package is available on the DPS website for convenience.  However, please remember that Secretary of State is the official keeper of the records for this and all Massachusetts regulations.  Those wishing to acquire official copies of the code or any Massachusetts regulation must do so through the Office of the Secretary of State. 
  
Introductory training for state and municipal building and fire officials on requirements of the new code was offered during the months of October and November, 2010.  Additional training specific to requirements of the International Existing Building Code (IEBC) is currently being developed and will be offered to state and municipal officials beginning in March, 2011.  Registration forms for the IEBC trainings will be forwarded shortly by DPS Education Coordinator, Kim Spencer. 
Meanwhile, the Eighth Edition Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings has also been completed.  The new single and two-family code is based on the 2009 International Residential Code (IRC) with Massachusetts amendments.  Public hearings to review contents of the proposed new code began on December 15, 2010 and continued through the BBRS's January 11, 2011 meeting.  With this task finished, the Massachusetts Building Code (both the commercial and one-and two-family dwelling code) has been updated to the most recent standards established by the International Code Council (ICC).  The Single and Two-Family Dwelling Code is scheduled to be filed with the Secretary of State in time for the February 18, 2011 register.  BBRS will consider an appropriate concurrency period for the new code during its February 8th meeting.  Please visit the Department of Public Safety's website for more information relating to the code development process. 
   
  
OTHER CODE CHANGES APPROVED 
Please note that BBRS members also approved changes to the code that affect both the seventh and eighth edition codes.  The changes have been filed with the Office of the Secretary of State and are now in effect. 
1.      Several revisions to Section 3111.2, Temporary Overnight Shelters have been approved.  For purposes of section 3111, a temporary overnight shelter is any building, facility, or space designed and used primarily as a church or house of worship for religious services or instruction or related activities which is owned or operated by a religious organization and qualified for exemption under 26 U.S.C. section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  The primary use of the building, facility, or space therein is for religious services or instruction but may, on occasion, provide temporary overnight accommodation to a limited number of individuals for a limited period of time as provided for herein. Other groups or organizations wishing to offer overnight accommodations in buildings designed and constructed for other purposes shall file an application for change of use in accordance with section 105. 
Among other things, BBRS members have approved revisions that allow temporary overnight shelters to operate for longer periods of time based on a building's construction type and quality of fire protection systems.  
2.      Changes to Section 403.6.1 relative to fire service access elevators have also been approved.   In buildings more than 70 feet in height above grade plane, the revised language allows a minimum of one fire service access elevator to be provided in accordance with Section 3007 of the code. 
  
3.      Section 3007.1 was also changed to coincide with fire service access elevator changes.  The new language reads: 
  
3007.1 General. Where required by Section 403.6.1, every floor of the building shall be served by a fire service access elevator. Except as modified in this section, the fire service access elevator shall be installed in accordance with this chapter. 
  
3007.6 Elevator system monitoring. The fire service access elevator shall be continuously monitored at the fire command center in accordance with Section 911.1.5. 
  
3007.7 Electrical power. Power for the fire service access elevator shall be in accordance with Chapter 27 and Chapter 30. 
  
4.      5702.3.5.1 Ceiling attachment.  Fasteners used to attach gypsum board in buildings governed by this code including manufactured buildings shall comply with 780 CMR Table 5702.3.5 for application with and without adhesive.   No alternative designs or methods are permitted. 
Please visit the Department of Public Safety's website for more information relating to these code changes and other information relating to the code change and development process. 
Changes to Construction Supervisor Examinations 
Transition to the Eighth Edition of the Code 

 Effective February 7, 2011 
The following information is provided to help Construction Supervisor License candidates understand the upcoming schedule relating to exam requirements as we transition to the eighth edition of the code.  It is offered in question and answer format for clarity. 
         The Unrestricted License Exam only will transition to provisions of the Eighth Edition on Monday, February 7, 2011. 
  
1.      What will an exam candidate be required to study\take to the exam site as of this date? 
  
The following materials will be required for the Unrestricted Examination as of February 7, 2011: 
  
o   Massachusetts Commercial Building Code (780 CMR) - Eighth Edition 
(which is the 2009 version of the International Building Code with Massachusetts amendments) 
  
o   Massachusetts Building Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings(780 CMR) - Seventh Edition, 
  
o   Architectural Access Board Rules and Regulations (521 CMR) - 2006 version, 
  
o   International Energy Conservation Code - 2009 version, 
  
o   Code of Federal Regulations, Title 29, Part 1926 (OSHA) revised July, 2009. 
  
Please take note of this important information relating Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards for job-site safety for all questions.   As indicated in the new Candidates Bulletin of Information, OSHA related questions will be drawn from The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 29, Part 1926, which is a large document.  Candidates for the Unrestricted and Restricted exams do not need to be concerned with every chapter of the document, unless they have a particular interest.  Exam questions will largely relate to chapters that are identified in the  that is posted on the DPS Website.  
  
2.      Why is the Eighth Edition only required for the Unrestricted Examination?  What about other exam categories? 
  
The Unrestricted Examination is the only exam category that tests a candidate on code provisions relating to commercial buildings.  All other exam categories are limited to questions relating to single and two-family dwellings.  Therefore, the remaining exam categories will continue to use items currently referenced in the Candidates Bulletin of Information.  Please refer to the Candidates Bulletin of Information, page 10 for a list of those items currently listed for the following exam categories. 
  
         Restricted Examination, 
         Masonry Examination, 
         Roof Covering, 
         Windows & Siding, 
         Solid Fuel Burning, 
         Demolition, and 
         Insulation. 
  
3.      When will these exam categories transition to the Eighth Edition code requirements? 
  
Members of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) are considering adoption of the 2009 version of the International Residential Code (IRC) as the basis for the Eighth Edition of the Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings.  Like the commercial code, the IRC will be modified with Massachusetts amendments.  Public hearings were convened in late 2010 and early 2011 to hear testimony on the new code provisions.  The new Eighth Edition of the Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings will be introduced sometime during the first quarter of 2011.  Therefore, it is expected that other exam categories will transition to Eighth Edition requirements towards mid-2011.  More information will be provided on the DPS website @ as this process develops. 
  
4.      Will the Unrestricted Exam transition to the Eighth Edition Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings at this time as well? 
  
Yes, the Unrestricted Exam reference to the Eighth Edition Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings will be changed at the same time - at which time all exam categories will reference eighth edition code provisions.  
  
5.      What about the International Existing Buildings Code (IEBC), International Mechanical Code (IMC) or International Fire Code (IFC), will a candidate be required to study\reference these 2009 I-Codes for any of the exam categories? 
  
At this time and for the foreseeable future (up to and including the referenced transition dates) the answer to this question is no.  At some point further down the line, this may change.  However, that is not likely to happen until at least calendar year 2012 or later. 
  
6.      The Eighth Edition of the Code does not contain much information about concrete placement and materials.  Instead, the code refers to American Concrete Institute (ACI) standards for this information.  Will an exam candidate be required to bring ACI standards for any of the exam categories? 
  
No, candidates will not be examined on provisions of ACI standards at this time. 
  
7.      Are all reference materials still allowed to be brought into the room during the exam? 
Yes.  However, the exam administrator has strict rules as to the types of materials that may be brought into the examination room.  With the exception of the Massachusetts amendment package, only copy righted materials are allowed.  Although soft-cover code books are allowed, we encourage candidates to purpose loose-leaf versions of the I-Codes so that amended pages can be inserted into the document in appropriate places.  Proctors at the exam site will be checking to make sure only copy righted materials and identifiable Massachusetts amendments are brought into an exam site.  Candidates who attempt to bring other materials may not be allowed to examine and may lose the exam registration fee.  Be sure to check the latest Candidates Bulletin of Information for the latest exam requirements.  
  
Finally, please see the revised Candidates Bulletin of Information for further details of expanded exam requirements, beginning on page 9.   
Also, please be aware that the exam application now requires a candidate to provide a contact e-mail address.  Renewal forms will also require an e-mail address.  In the not too distant future, the Department will begin communicating to licensees exclusively by e-mail for all information, including renewal notices.  Consequently, the Department requires an accurate e-mail address for all new and renewal license applications.  Applications received without an e-mail address will be considered incomplete and returned to the licensee.  Please see page 13 of the Candidates Bulletin of Information for further details. 
COLD WEATHER CONCRETE REQUIREMENTS 
NO CHANGES 

  
This article was submitted by Easton Building Official, Paul De Baggis, CBO.  Paul along with his colleague wish to point out that, although the process of determining code compliance for concrete may have changed a bit in the transition from sixth to seventh and now to the eighth edition of the code, the requirements remain largely the same.  
   
  
Mark Trivett was updating handouts that we provide to applicants as a part of the Town of Easton building permit application package.  "Check this one out," Mark said.  He handed me the page that references cold weather concrete procedures.  What Mark was pointing out is that information from the Sixth Edition Basic Code regarding cold weather concreting precautions, specifically Section 1908, "Concrete Quality, Mixing and Placing," is not spelled out in the Seventh Edition of the code.  Instead, at the beginning of Chapter 19 of the Seventh Edition the reader finds what may be called "boilerplate" language that says: "Structural concrete shall be designed and constructed in accordance with ACI 318, including all its appendices, except as provided otherwise in 780 CMR 19.00." 
  
  
   Many building officials and code users understand that ACI 318 establishes specific standards for cold weather concrete work.  However, to make it official, I visited the office of a Massachusetts certified concrete testing company.   I sat down and went through all the concrete manuals, including ACI 318.  With reference to the cold weather concrete requirements, it turns out there are seven (7) related items, including one hot weather requirement.  I have listed them below and have identified the Sixth Edition section number in the left column and the Seventh Edition (By reference to ACI 318) in the right column.  As is the case with each heading, all the language is identical: 

  
Chapter 19, Sixth Edition                             ACI 318.08 

  
1908.4 PREPARATION OF EQUIPMENT, ETC.     318 - 5.7 PREPARATION OF EQUIP., ETC 

  
1908.5 MIXING                                                                  318 -5.8 MIXING 

  
1908.6 CONVEYING                                                       318 - 5.9 CONVEYING  

  
1908.7 DEPOSITING                                                        318 -5.10 DEPOSITING 

  
1908.8 CURING                                                                 318 - 5.11 CURING 

  
1908.9 COLD WEATHER REQUIREMENTS           318 - 5.12 COLD WEATHER REQUIREMENTS 

  
1908.10 HOT WEATHER REQUIREMENTS           318 - 5.13 HOT WEATHER REQUIREMENTS 

                                                     
  
Once I returned to my office, I wrote the following across the top of the first page of Chapter 19 of my codebook, "SEE ACI 318 AT THE REAR OF THIS CHAPTER."  And I placed my copy of the standard at the referenced location in the code.  

  
I am calling this to everyone's attention, because, in addition to the subtle changes I have described, the cost of a copy of ACI 318 may be more than many of you can afford.  The same exercise can be done for the eighth edition of the code as well.                 
                                                                            
 Submitted by Paul De Baggis, CBO 
The Importance of Architectural Access 

  
The Architectural Access Board (AAB) is a regulatory agency within the Massachusetts Office of Public Safety. Its legislative mandate states that it shall develop and enforce regulations designed to make public buildings accessible to, functional for and safe for use by persons with disabilities.  As we segue into a new version of the code, please remember that AAB regulations are an important part of the code requiring attention equal to structural, fire protection, energy or any other section.  

  
AAB regulations (known as 521 CMR) are incorporated in the Massachusetts building code as a "specialized code".  521 CMR is enforced by municipal and state building inspectors, depending on the building or structure type as well as by the Board itself.  The regulations are intended to provide full and free use of buildings and facilities so that persons with disabilities may have the education, employment, living and recreational opportunities necessary to be as self-sufficient as possible and to assume full responsibilities as citizens. 

  
Calendar year 2010 was another great year for the Architectural Access Board.  Board members continue to support efforts through House Bill 45 to bring the Commonwealth's specialized building code 521 CMR into substantial equivalency with the Americans with Disability Act, 28 CFR Part 36, for employee areas and continued support from code users and regulators is appreciated.  This bill is currently before the Public Safety Committee.  Support for this bill is greatly appreciated. 
  
Thomas P. Hopkins 
Executive Director 
Architectural Access Board 
  
03/29/2010 - 
H Referred to House Committee on Ways and Means 
  
VINYL SIDING DISTORTION ADVISORY 
August 10, 2010 
  
This is a reminder that the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) has issued an advisory relative to the use of vinyl siding in proximity to low-E windows.  Board members have become aware that, under certain circumstances, vinyl siding, in the presence of window-reflected sunlight, can distort, in some instances significantly. 
  
The BBRS is working to better understand this issue but in the interim is issuing this advisory for informational purposes only.   Note that information contained in this advisory is not enforceable by Building Officials as it is not part of the current code, but is provided to help building officials and code users to better understand the matter.  
  
The report below was prepared by the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and summarizes this phenomenon.  Note that the BBRS is not affiliated with the NAHB or of the Vinyl Siding Industry or the Window and Door Manufacturers, but in pursuit of responsible reporting of information, makes the following report available.  The report is provided with permission of the NAHB. 
  
The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) Report 
  
The Effect of Reflected Sunlight from Low-e and other Double Paned Window Glass on Vinyl Siding 
  
OVERVIEW 
Glass in double paned windows may on occasion slightly warp or deflect due to a difference in 
barometric pressure between the interior of the glass panes and the outside air pressure. This can 
create a concavity in the glass. Such a concavity is a normal response to pressure differences, does not 
affect the performance of the window, and does not constitute a defective window condition. However, 
the concavity may focus sunlight reflected from the window in a fashion similar to the effect seen when 
light passes through a magnifying glass. The heat generated by the focused reflected sunlight has proven 
sufficient to visibly damage and distort vinyl siding on nearby houses. Any double paned window may 
cause this effect, but double paned low-e windows have a higher reflectivity quotient which can 
exacerbate the reflected light/vinyl distortion phenomenon. 
  
VINYL SIDING 
The Vinyl Siding Institute (VSI) states that temperature ranges beginning at 160-165 degrees Fahrenheit 
can soften normal grades of vinyl siding. Darker colors absorb more heat, and will soften before lighter 
colors of siding. Heat generated from double paned low-e window reflected sunlight has been measured 
in excess of 200 degrees Fahrenheit, more than sufficient to soften and distort any normal grade or 
color of vinyl siding. There have been some reports of reflected sunlight damage to materials other than 
vinyl siding. Occasional wood discoloration and charring, and damage to paint and other plastics (e.g., 
decking, window lineals, trim), have all been reported. 
  
REFLECTED SUNLIGHT EFFECT 
The use of double paned low-e windows will not necessarily result in any damaging reflected sunlight 
incident. A combination of contributing factors must be present before the effect occurs or causes 
damage to any nearby materials, including vinyl siding. The presence of the concavity in the double glass 
panes (resulting in the magnifying glass effect with a focused light beam) appears to be the primary 
cause of the heat generation, more so than the mere increased reflectivity of the low-e window. The 
angle of the sun is also a factor. A low angle of sunlight (such as might occur in late fall, winter, or early 
spring) is more likely to produce the effect. Other factors, such as proximity to the adjoining house, wind 
speed, air temperature, and the presence of buffering foliage are all said to have an impact on whether 
a damaging reflected sunlight effect does in fact occur. 
  
RANGE and EXTENT of OBSERVED EFFECT 
Distortion to vinyl siding from reflected sunlight has been reported in all geographic regions where vinyl 
siding is used. First reported in the late 1990's, observed incidents have risen proportionally with an 
increase in the use of low-e windows in residential construction. While the exact number of reflected 
sunlight damage incidents is unknown, this effect has been observed in Minnesota, Illinois, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, and Georgia. There are fewer reports of reflected sunlight 
distortion in areas such as Florida and Texas where vinyl siding is less frequently used, and fewer reports 
from Western states where there is a manufacturing requirement for the use of capillary tubes in double 
paned window construction. There are also fewer incident reports from areas where fresh air  is more commonly used than air conditioning, apparently due to the diffusing presence of window 
screens. 
  
REMEDIATION EFFORTS - Just replacing damaged vinyl siding is not a permanent solution since the 
atmospheric conditions resulting in the reflected sunlight damage effect can reoccur. Suggestions for 
remediation include placing a screen over the window to diffuse the reflected light, or blocking the 
reflected sunlight by hanging an awning over the window or by planting intervening trees and shrubs. 
However, if the homeowners with the reflecting windows are uncooperative, or the side yard lacks a 
suitable space for planting shrubs and trees, these suggestions could be difficult to implement. 
Replacing damaged vinyl siding with another exterior cladding or with a different grade or type of vinyl 
siding are also suggested as solutions, but expense becomes a factor with this course of action, and 
potentially mismatched colors or textures in replacement cladding might pose aesthetic objections as 
well. Replacing low-e windows with clear glass windows has been suggested as a remedy, but depending 
on the jurisdiction, low-e coated windows might be mandated by the local building code (making the use 
of clear glass illegal). Also, since a concavity present in any double paned window (even without the 
enhanced reflectivity of the low-e glass) could still cause a reflected sunlight damage effect, just using 
double paned clear glass might not be effective. 
  
CAPILLARY TUBES- Another suggestion for avoiding the reflected sunlight damage effect involves the 
use of double paned windows equipped with capillary tubes installed during the window manufacturing 
process. The capillary tube connects the interior space between the window panes to the outside air, 
permitting a gradual equalization of barometric pressure, and thereby lessening the possibility that a 
concavity will develop in the glass. Without the concavity in the glass, reflected sunlight is unfocused, its 
intensity is diminished, less heat is generated, and there is less likelihood that nearby vinyl siding will 
become distorted. 
In the mountainous Western States, capillary tubes for double paned windows are mandated in houses 
located at greater than 5000 feet in altitude. The tubes are required because the reduced outside air 
pressure found at high altitudes can result in distorted or cracked window glass. There are few reports 
of reflected sunlight damage to vinyl siding in the Western States. Capillary tubes in low-e windows may 
be the reason why. As evidence, there was a reported incident of vinyl siding distortion damage in the 
Tacoma, Washington area (elevation below 5000 feet). The builder replaced the original double paned 
windows (not equipped with capillary tubes) with windows that were equipped with capillary tubes. 
After replacement, there has been no reported reoccurrence of vinyl distortion from reflected sunlight. 
Low-e windows supplied east of the Mississippi do not as a practice come equipped with capillary tubes, 
but builders can request tube equipped windows from the manufacturer. The additional cost of tube 
equipped windows is said to be nominal, from $0 to $1.00 per window. 
  
ARGON/KRYPTON LOW-E WINDOWS 
There are different types of low-e windows available in specific climate zones. Low-e windows with high 
solar heat gain coefficients are preferred for northern climates where passive solar heating is 
advantageous. In order to retain the passive solar heat in the home, a dense, low conductivity (commonly argon or krypton) fills the area between the sealed glass panes. The presence of a capillary 
tube in a low-e window would allow this gas to immediately escape. So, if the local building code 
requires argon or krypton gas filled low-e windows, a capillary tube solution to the reflected sunlight 
damage effect is not an option.  But, in more southern climates where summer cooling is an important consideration, low-e windows with low heat gain coefficients are favored. These low-e windows have air, rather than argon or krypton gas, between the panes, and are not affected by the presence of capillary tubes. 
  
DOUBLE STRENGTH GLASS 
Double paned windows are normally manufactured with single strength glass 3/32" thick. Double 
strength glass 1/8" thick is also commonly produced by glass manufacturers, but not routinely used for 
windows. Double strength glass keeps a flatter surface, and is less subject to deflection. That would 
lessen the possibility that a concavity will occur in the glass panes, and lessen the chance that reflected 
sunlight will be focused and cause damage to nearby vinyl siding. Reportedly, there is very little cost 
difference involved in manufacturing windows with the thicker glass. 
  
HEAT RESISTANT VINYL SIDING 
The Lubrizol Corporation and the Kaneka Texas Corporation each manufactures a CPVC product for use 
in vinyl siding. CPVC siding is said to withstand heat ranges of 185 to 220 degrees Fahrenheit (normal 
grade vinyl siding begins to distort at 160 - 165 degrees). The cost of CPVC siding is currently several 
times that of regular siding. 
The Vinyl Siding Institute reports that other chemical companies and vinyl siding manufacturers are 
actively exploring/developing heat resistant vinyl siding products, but these are not yet in production. 
  
LIABILITY 
To date, there has been no reported litigation concerning damage caused to vinyl siding by sunlight 
reflected off low-e or other double paned windows. Home owners with distorted vinyl siding routinely 
make warranty claims against their builders, the siding supplier, and the manufacturer. 
  
CONCLUSION 
For more information about vinyl siding, visit the Vinyl Siding Institute (VSI)web site at 
http://www.vinylsiding.org. 
For more information about capillary tubes and double strength glass, contact your window 
manufacturer. 
  
For more information on CPVC heat resistant vinyl siding, visit the web sites of the Lubrizol Corporation 
http://www.lubrizol.com , or the Kaneka Texas Corporation http://www.kanekatexas.comFor more information on the issue of reflected sunlight distortion to vinyl siding, contact David Crump, 
NAHB Director of Legal Research at 800-368-5242 x 8491, or at dcrump@nahb.org 
  
Construction Supervisor License 
Continuing Education Requirements 
________________________________________ 
Construction Supervisor License continuing education requirements and related fees have been approved.  BBRS members approved the education requirements identified below following its May, 2010 public hearing.  The final step was to review proposed fees relating to the program, which was completed during the board's January 11, 2011 meeting.   Fees, which are charged to course instructors for approval in the program as well as for approval of their course material, are identified at the end of this article.  Information as to how to apply for acceptance in the program will be forwarded shortly by DPS Education Coordinator, Kim Spencer. 
  
As a reminder for those who may not be familiar, the legislature recently authorized the BBRS to approve continuing education requirements for construction supervisor licensees.  The empowering legislation establishes a Continuing Education Council whose members are charged with developing continuing education requirements. Rather than reinvent the wheel, council members looked towards other states for guidance in developing requirements for the commonwealth.  After reviewing procedures already in place in several other states, council members agreed to use Minnesota continuing education requirements as the model for Massachusetts. 
  
Over the last several months, council members reviewed Minnesota requirements, word by word, line by line modifying their regulations to suit Massachusetts' needs.  Conceptually, the proposed regulations work as follows: 
  
A licensed construction supervisor must acquire a certain number of continuing education hours each 2 year renewal period based upon license category as identified below. 
  
Unrestricted Construction Supervisors License 12 Hours 
Restricted Construction Supervisors License 10 Hours 
Specialty Construction Supervisors License  6 Hours 
· Masonry 

· Roofing 

· Windows / Siding 

· Demolition 

· Burning Fuel 

· Insulation 

Courses, instructors and course coordinators are required to be approved by the BBRS in order to convene continuing education classes. 
  
A licensee will have a host of methods available to choose from to achieve compliance. 
A local technical college, for example, may apply for and receive approval to act as a course coordinator, and then provide varied courses presented by instructors approved by the program regulations as part of their ongoing continuing education program. 
  
Home builder associations may also apply for and receive approval as a coordinator and then hire approved instructors to present material as part of their regular monthly meetings as a service to their membership.           
  
This is just a taste of what is intended by the proposed regulations.  Please review the proposed regulations in their entirety at the DPS website www.mass.gov/dps. Continuing education criterion appears towards the end of the regulation under section 780 CMR R5.4.  Other red-lined changes are also proposed in the regulation, including: 
  
License categories are simplified and placed in a table format at the front of the regulation; 
Doors are included as part of Windows and Siding specialty license category; 
Language is included to address certain exemptions pertaining to certified building officials; 
Language is included for expanded license renewal grace periods.   
  
The next several months will be devoted to reviewing and approving\denying instructor and course applications.  Therefore, there will be a phase-in period before regulations revisions will affect a licensee.  The next step is to make applications available to interested parties and begin the review process for courses and instructors.  This process has not yet begun.  Additional information will be forwarded to interested parties and posted on the DPS website shortly. 
  
Simultaneous to this effort, the Department of Public Safety (parent to the BBRS) is undergoing modifications to its electronic license tracking program (known as e-licensing).  Expected software changes made during the e-licensing transition will significantly enhance the manner in which the Department receives and processes license data and other information.  Construction supervisor continuing education requirements is an integral part of the new e-licensing program.  Therefore, it is intended that CSL continuing education requirements will coincide with the implementation of the Department's new, e-licensing system. 
  
Please visit this website over the coming months for further information regarding continuing education requirements as well as e-licensing system improvements. 
  
Continuing education for CSL holders - Fees for instructor and course approval 
(a)  Initial course application fee is $100 per course plus $25 for each hour or fraction of an hour - valid for two years 
(b)  Maximum initial application fee per course is $250 
(c)  Renewal of course approval is $25 for each hour or fraction of an hour- valid for two years 
(d)  Maximum renewal fee per course is $150  
(e)  Course Coordinator Approval is $400 for initial approval good for two years and $300 for each two year renewal thereafter. 
Board of Sheet Metal Workers 
Updates 
This is a reminder that, on August 4, 2008, Governor Patrick signed legislation that established a Board of Examiners of Sheet Metal Workers.  Beginning February 19, 2011 municipal and state permits will be required to perform sheet metal work.   Cities and towns may implement a permitting process prior to this date if desired.  Representatives of the Sheet Metal Board will attend the BBRS meeting on February 8, 2011 to discuss training and further requirements relative to the process and whether any concessions may be made with regard to the implementation date.  The BBRS meeting will be convened @ 1:00 p.m. in the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA. 
The Division of Professional Licensure (DPL) has been tasked with developing regulations and related procedures pertaining to sheet metal worker licensing and requisite permits.  The DPL has published a host of information on their website @ www.mass.gov/dpl.  Please visit the site to learn more about: 
         Board make-up 
         Statutes and Legislation 
         Frequently Asked Questions 
         Calendar of Events 
         Applications and Forms 
         Fees and Schedules 
  
  
  
Board of Building Regulations and Standards 
Make-up and Membership 
The Board of Building Regulations and Standards achieved a full complement of members in 2010.  The current membership is: 
  
         Brian Gale, Chairman - Representing Building Officials from a Town 
         Alexander (Sandy) MacLeod, Vice Chairman- Representing Registered Architects 
         Gary Moccia - Representing Registered Professional Structural Engineers 
         Richard Crowley - Representing Building Trades 
         Kevin Gallagher - Representing Chiefs of Local Fire Departments 
         Jerry Ludwig - Representing Registered Professional Mechanical Engineers 
         Douglas Semple - Building Official from a City 
         Stanley Shuman- Representing General Contractors of Commercial and Industrial Buildings 
         Harry Smith - Representing General Contractors of 1 & 2 Family Homes 
         Robert Anderson - Ex-Officio Member as Chief of Inspections - Buildings, for the DPS 
         Timothee Rodrique - Ex-Officio Member as Designee for Steven Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS 
Town of Orange Building Official, Brian Gale assumed the chairman's position on a vote of the Board at the conclusion of it December 14, 2010 meeting.  Brian's first meeting as chair will be the Board's January 11, 2011 meeting.  
Previous Chairman, Sandy MacLeod, stepped-down after having served for the maximum consecutive period allowed by law.  Sandy's experience as a registered architect in the commonwealth is a valued asset.  Sandy is a proponent of uniform code standards and has worked hard to ensure that the latest international building codes were adopted by the commonwealth.  Sandy will continue his work with the Board in 2011, serving as vice chair, succeeding Gary Moccia.  
Gary, representing structural engineers of the commonwealth is also a certified building official.  Gary is currently Commissioner of the City of Boston's Inspectional Services Department.  During his long tenure, Gary has served has served as both the Board's chair and vice chair. 
We wish to congratulate Brian on his elevation to chair and wish him great success in the coming months.  Additionally, we wish to thank Sandy and Gary for their efforts as chair and vice chair and thank all Board members for their dedication in service to the Board. 
The powers and duties of BBRS members are found in MGL c 143 §§ 93 through 100.   General laws may be accessed by visiting www.state.ma.us/legis. 

  

	

	


