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USE OF FLEXIBLE DUCT AND DUCT CONNECTORS

~Receﬁtly,‘ 0ff1c1al Incerpretatlon .f.9—86' was‘rsentrlto‘.ali 'Building 
Deparcments, - ‘This f~1nterprecatloh confirmed: :that flexible “duct

and ‘connectors are - permitted for “all occupancies when ~conforming
~te - the r ULL8L - standards cand‘subject " to other  provisions .of . the
. BOCA" Ba51c Mechanlcal Code, 1978 Edltlon : L ‘

" The: followlng Lprov1sxon5f are those of the BOCA Mechanical “Code

(1978):

M-301.4.5" . Flexible = duct provisions: " “"Flexible air - duct
_omaterial - and flexible  air ‘duct. connectors - shall ' be subjecr
“to the following - provisions: L — AL L B

s l;ﬂoThey «shall Lbe"rated as Class. 1. when' - tested under -
~applicable . sections o fer flexible' . connectors . and
~air  ducts of  .the standard - for .air - ducts “listed' in
“Appendix C; B R ;

2. "they 'shall’ not penetrate . required = fireresistance
rated assemblies; ST : ERE -

'3, -they shall not pass through floors, walis, or:ceilings;

4. they 'shall ‘not be used ‘within. () feetr of " heating
elemenc ' : RS : _ :

5. the o ;empe:ature' of the.  air . .conveyed ~through such-
connectors - .and. -air ducts - ‘shall  no:t  be more - -than:-
two. hundred flfty (250)- oegrees F. TR Ll : :

6. kconnectors ‘and a1r ducts shall conform to thg‘appliﬁable,

"reoulrements for air ducts; ' e
,7;"connectors .and- air’ ducts ~shall be inscalled in accessible
' areas only; - and ’ : R e ~ '

8. _connectors ~and  air ducts ~shall be. . rated  for the

System:'pressure.: ) : '
Secrion MF:302.2 - of that Same refefence‘j standard allows ' the

use . of 'flexible: duct -and connector . in one and  two-family: dwellings

subject to ‘tnelr .construction -and installation ©in. accordance . with:

the  ULI181 = test- 'stancard' ‘and applicable ~ SMACNA - (Sheer Metal and

Alr Condlflonlng Contractors Natlonal Assoc13t1on/construcgionwsgandgnds;‘ﬂa

S.B.B.R. S ,PUBLIC H”ARING

On oNovember‘_ZS, 1986, .the -State . poarg: ”of Bu1ld1ng Regulétions

‘and ' Standards  in’ vaccordance  with- the provisions .of the 'M.G.L.;

Chaprer. 304 and Chapter 143, Sections 94 and. 97 will hold a ‘public -

~hearing - at  1:00 P:m. - in  Conference Rooms 1 -and 2, twenty=first

“£loor, McCormack —State_,Officeo'Building,'zohe “Ashburcon -Place, Bostorn; -

" Massachusercs.




“.between the two

OFFICIAL INTERPRETATION VERSUS APPEALS BOARD DECISION

This flssue of CODEWORD contalns 7:_rey1ew _of, an’ Off1c1al Interpretationﬂfff:':

. (No. 9-86) of the State Board of 'Building Regulations ~and  Standards
(s. B.B.R. S.) as well ftwolftecent_ deciSionSg‘of the. State Building  Code
nAppeals Board : These are . two -very distinct- types - of actions and it

is critically 1mportant that Bu11d1ng Off1c1als ‘understand i the - differenees 5

tial Interpretatlon is ‘an. action - takend by 'vote';of*{the entire-

:hstatement of vthei meaning of ~Code *requ;rement,' and ~when . voted, ‘becomes"
—feffectlvely part ~Tof: zthe Code itselfi o Official” Interpretatlons “are’
given: “undet - the authorlty ‘of -Chapter - 143, Sectloni 95 ‘ ’power‘_andaf

i duty of the Board to prov1de unlform standards

‘:The State Bu11d1ng Code Appeals Board :a’threefmembetVBoard;ﬂis.eStahlished{.“'

e'by ‘MiG. L+ Chapter 143,  Section 100, - .Its function  is gto',hearg~appea15’;a
of k1nterpretat10ns,,f,orders, : reQuirements,;— directionS’,*orﬂfffailures ton
act by ‘Building Officials - concerning spec1f1c ‘cases. ' ~Their decisions
.are’ not. ‘generalizable  and not: b1nd1ng on.-any. matter :other' than" the subject : -
~ . of the appeal Any variance  from any prov151on of the Code in any partlcular}f?

'case may be applled only to the case’ ln questlon

L CODEWORD

" This: 1ssue s CODEWORD isf a.’ phrasetawhlch‘vcarries ~‘a  very specific meanlngw
“in . the ‘icontext ' of the ‘Code, . and ~is. often misunderstood by designers, -
builders cand Bu1ld1ng Off1c1als ' The.: CODEWORD “is: = Multiple Single-Family"
) ;Dwelllng.,. PR, : SRR AETERTEENE (R w O e

”}Mﬁltiblé 51ngle famlly dwelllngs afe"addressed by Sectlons" 909.1.2  and

,2101 16 of ~ the State" ~Building ' Code o Commonly ~known' “as townhousesi or-. =

S o <) houses,’ multlple 51ng1e—Fam11y dwelllngs are ‘classified . “Use: Groupé

R- 3 and -as’ such,,must satlsfy the follow1ng Code requ1rements and crlterla

idl) 4‘51nce they ‘j-‘ClaSS;fled as singlehfamily“ dwellings;ﬂrno. shared'i-

ilegress. fac111t1e5i are permitted. ~ Two means of egress: are: ‘required

- from -each" ”dWelllngt unit,;;pg;hﬁtheQ;Onef;andv Two- -Family Dwelling -
]Code (Artlcle 21). e “""d . R i R T
2) Dwelllng 'unlts imust fbeahseparated:‘from'lOnefCanothefglby‘eaf onef:
(1) - hour:- rated ‘‘fire ‘separation ' wall. . which rextends = from ~the -
,}}foundatlon -to.the. under51de of the:roof. sheathlng L T ‘

"3)77‘Thef—number of multlpler 51ngle famlly' dwelllngs, which - may 'befﬂ
. contained  .in ,a1751ng1e bu1ld1ng 15 constrained by the™ area. 11m1ts”
‘of' Table 305~ the  Code. ' For example,~ a bu11d1ng contalnlng[

. multiple 51ngle famlly “dwellings’ of Type 4A" construction.  would

“be llmlted by ‘Table' 305 to  the 'base ‘area per floor ,of75103200?;‘”
“‘square’ feet permltted 'byf;Table,f305 plus or .minus  any ~area = .
'?reductlons or ,exceptlons applicable from Table 305.4:y,r Settibn]f‘frjf7

5 306

\ Sectlons 909. 1 2 and 2101 16 also contaln prov151ons for multlple two famlly.“

0
i

dwelllngs, which the Code addresses 1n a 51m11ar manner

.~ to interpret: and" clarlfy “the ‘Code: ‘1t is ~general and . b1nd1ng,~i



RECENT STATE BUILDING CODE APPEALS BOARD DECISIONS
,f:Section:g126.7.1I, (Contents ~of = Decision) ij the Code,jstates;; Any
'fdecision°sha11 not:- be con51dered by any person or agency as a precedent;;*"i S

for future Gec1510ns [EREE Ey : i v

DD Appeal Docket Number 904 X

The Buxldlng Inspector denled a;7pérmit'vto 'buildfiyn;'EQterior *stAifwai

‘to prOVIde7,ﬂsecond means of egress from the ‘second story of a bu11d1ng",;§fi°°
.. containing. a ‘mixed: use: and occupancy (flrst floor,lmercantlle,‘ second
i floer storagev;and “ apartment) ‘The’ ‘Inspector;'::denied  the  permit:

as’ thé"new*“Stairway iwould further ‘lncreasef'the' “non- conformlty Qf'
ifthe bu1ld1ng in regard to zon1ng lot coverage requxrements T

~ The Appellant. requested as permitr be ikmmd forr :an exterlor “stairway -
.1to prov1de a:‘second means of egress from the: second floor T

S The Board” determined; thatc«a',second]:means -of 1egress is “required’ by

d'Sectionf“bog 2; additionally,  Section 101.2'- allows :the State -Building

:Code . to control the . reconstruction of buxldlngs,J when 'the ‘requirements
“of ‘the Code’ for safe ‘egress: confllct with local .zoning: requirements.. .’

',The;,Board;-further ~determined - that requiring: the appellant .to. provide:
an alternate"second means’ of‘pegress‘vnithinﬁ'the; structure onld’wimpose o

" an ’unnecessary hardshlp "Therefore, " the  Board —ordered  the . Burlding

Inspector ‘to -issue. - bu11d1ng permit  for ‘the constructlon ~of the:

'iprpealfDocketjNumber590811k
"The{JDuEldingf’Commlssionerﬁ“refusedb totnissuexfa'lbulldlng‘TPErmitfﬂfor.'

“a  new . single-family dwelling including .a  full basement “which ~would. -
:be partially;rlocatedg:within_}the“ one - hundred (100): yearfﬂflood' plain.gr,f

. The: Appellant argued' that the ,locatlon;aoflathe house" :bh,‘a small inletff'
"approx1mately conen (1) mlle from./ the ocean  would:. protect “Erom;
jwave'actlon The basement ‘would" be used: for storage only, and federalg;
: flood insurance would ‘not. be sought : . Pl : di

'Thev'Board determlned that the basement floor is nOt elevated aboveufjh
“the. one ‘hundred (100) 'year =~ flood plain as requrred by Sectlon 642,00
V‘Thef flood plaln rregulations‘ contalned 1n “the.: Code.. represent minimum .
_standards’ of ‘safe’ ‘design. . The  Board. denled the requested »varlanceg
7,and afflrmed the ‘decision of the Bu1ld1ng Commlssxoner SR ’

SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS BUILDING OFFICIALS

e ;"~;fSoutheasternf‘uMassachusetts Bu1ldxng Off1c1als '~and[r Flre Chlefsl}
‘*fAssoc1atlon- held its September 10 meeting: at the "Inn - for ‘all Seasons” s

: Plymouth Mr Donald SChmld[,g ofi the" Executlve Offlce off g
'1Commun1t1es and Development, fand the: edltor ‘of, ts‘ publlcatlon “Thefg~f: '
~Land Use Manager” gave a presentatlon on zonlng issues. " His: presentatlon'i'

_,fhlghllghted issues elatlng to-the: protecc;on““of ‘undersized lotss
“After his presentation, ‘Mr. LSchmidt,Qansweredw“Questlons,vdeal;ngr'withmj
Inspectors'  recent - ‘experiences - with the : subdivision . control = law

““and noneconformingAuseS'and lotg.. = i



"~ TRAINING TOPICS SURVEY RESULTS

~The Augﬁéﬁ*Sissué of :CODEWORDi‘containedyfa‘;sdfvey 'fequéstihg, Building -

Officials' response ~as .to the  level of training and training topics
they would  like to- see‘“presented.v”‘ A--summary  ‘of ' the "results is
“presented. below. - The surveys “ themselves, many - of .which contained

: useful- ‘comments;.: w1ll ‘be: reviewed by :the: State: Board rdf“'Building
ijégulations'/and' Standards @ and. used  for ‘the de51gn ~and scheduling
ot 1nspector tralnlng : i S e : o S
Pwhen'laskedlito chooSe;StHerrdegreé!iof Sdetail'jiﬁ' which: they" would
like' to see material 'presented, . 'the Inspectors responded as follows: .

L 'Gen'era“IMOver‘view - 35 General Code T

Basie. Code S 0=.30 .- 7" " Basic Materials vi— 187

Specific Code . = 25 .~

“When asked torank training topics, the lnspectors respoﬁded as follows:

WOod Frame Construct10n.7+ 36*;' "ArchitecturaerarfiErs
‘vCode Admmlstratlon and B o ‘vaegyula‘tl‘onSv R _,?'3,
Enforcement . : --31 - Specific Code Articles: L
'“Assembly.BuildingS‘a e 29 (see below) : !
s e e PR titut 1 Buildi =12
Commercial Building . . . g Ins itutional. Bui 1ngs Rl
Constructlon Sl =27 ’ngh Rlse Constructlon -6
,ﬁAlteratlon of Ex1st1ng i |
Structures SR -~ 26
The ‘most. Eeqdésted fCodéf Articles Qeré:" - Article ,6,:'Article 22,'

Article 21, - Article 20, Article: 4, Article . .12 (descendingriqrderl,.:

Additiohally,'kmany other topics. were sUggestedkSand- will ~bé7'c¢nsidered"
by the Boardf‘ : T o : : o -

]~BUILDING OFFICIALS OF. WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

o Thef'Buildlng Offlc;als “of Westernr.Massachusetts ‘held: . its September k
10th meeting ‘at - the '"Yankee Peddler Inn" in Holyoke. +Mr. Richard
';R.zPedersen, Executlve V1ce Presldent of the . Homebullders Association
~of - -Greater Sprlngfleld Inc. . gave ~a presentation ~describing 'the
'exPans;onr “of - his’. o:ganliation;finﬁithe greater . Springfield area.
Following~ his . presentation, . thefe¢rwas an 'open ‘discussion :of- Code
“violations cbmmonly ‘encountered:. Mr. Pedersen. made the: commitment
~to inform- :héSpmembershlp of hlS assoc1at:on.:of these  recurring -
»problems S R e DDA FE e
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~ PLANS FOR SINGLE AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS

Recently, ' we have received several ‘inquiries from ‘Building Departments

Cas “to whether or .‘not Sections: 113.5. 2"and 127.1 of the . State

nlBu11d1ng Code. allow‘ra' Building = Official - require 'that, -plans
~for single -or two family dwellings: be- sealed and signed by a reglstered At
architect . or profe551onal ‘engineer. . We “have ‘also ,rece1ved ~few

o rcomplalnts ‘about mun1c1pa11t1es attempting to: impose. such a requlremenc,'
'fﬂ,and $o. we thought 1t was: tlme to. re-examine chls'rssue ‘ :

:'fsec:ions 113 5, 2 énd' 127,1 'of,1then“5tate"Buildingr Code: originate ..
'ﬂiffrohf-those- sections: of  the ' General Laws ~of s the Commonwealth'vof;f
fr;MassaChusetrs' which“create: the . professronal reglstratlon of “architects
Vlfnrand eng1neers» and . define " the'  scope . of ‘duties ‘and: .respons;bllltles,fm
“of “these  professionals. = In its irequiremen;sr"forrfprofeSSionalif
 rarch1tectural or . éngineering iServicés"in* conjunction with bu1ld1ng77'
“permit, the Code attempts. to ~pardphrase the :laws, ‘and in some ‘cases,
'.1provide‘{greater.‘decall -as.-to. .the form .or ‘scope: of certain duties.
“However,. no ‘code ~may .conflict with” the General Laws, ‘and “in cases '
_of conflicet,: the law would: govern e R T o

—nChapter 1124 Sectionﬁ 60L - of fche Cenéral'5baws; specifically aflowsrf
unregiScered,f;pérsan" to-" prepare: ‘plans . and - specifications  for =
«Misvanyrosingle or v two~family+house: or.-accessory . building ‘thereto’.

Likewise,7‘5ectiongr127;1ﬂ]of,;ﬁhe .:State -Building. :Code: .quotes < the -
law @i exceptingj.”Any3'single' two~family: house ‘or :any -accessory’

‘:bu1ld1ng therecb;“*from,;Code:,requlremencs for’ construction .control..
Both ' exceptions are -without limitation as  to . size, and;'therefore,;;;;ww;?;_;“
Lno _requiteméntv,fer;.sealed“‘plaDSm.may.'be;“imposed,*ﬂfégardléssﬁ;of;r;f*5 g

the. size .of the one or two-family dwelling. =

ﬂnLICENSING.CLARIFICATIONqu

7 At their - August. 26‘thfmeeting, the State Board of Bu11d1ng Regulatlonsi

and“-Standards - affirmed  that  -a- building: permit obcaxned to construct

foundation ~and  set .up a {manufactured ‘home does, in fact, -involve -

structural 'work and 'thati a Constructlon‘ Supervisor's« license .. is.

1‘requ1red per Section 109 1 1 of. the Code

CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISOR'S LICENSES
REVOCATIONS AND SUSPENSIONS '

o0n August' 215r,£ rhe Boardr ofquxamlners of he ”Stére. Board fji' 
u'ﬂ'Bu11d1n8 Regulat1ons' ‘and’ > Standdrds convened as a.result of com e
i‘plalnts recelved and heard testlmony Therresulrs,follow.

1:f,Con5rruéti6nf "Supérviéér'snf Licensé‘llNo;.; Ol6948,¥ .Mr;girthnyerésile,;Jr,_;:;'~
-;LicenSQKSUSpended EOr;six (6) ‘months. S T T T



