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- Itis our unhappy duty to announce that C‘hgrl‘e's, Dinezio, Chief of Inspections for vth"‘e Depart;méiiif ‘of Public
- Safety (the Department) and Administrator of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (the Board)
- retired on June 30, 1992.. His retirement was one of uncertainty up until the end. Charles hated to leave

. the organization he had cherished for many years, but finally decided it was time togo. .

- Charles was appointed to the position of Chief of Inspections/Administrator in 1983. From this time until
the last day of June, he was deeply involved with all aspects.of building code development and enforcement.

. Charles often brought his eloquent speaking manner to meetings throughout the state, whether it be to a

. gathering of the Southeast Building Official’s Association or to the Fire:Chiefs Association of Massachusetts, -~
- Charles always was willing to offer his views. At times, some would not necessarily agree with:what he had -

- to say, but ail would agree-that he aiways said it weil. -

Charles’ career in government has spanned many decades. He gained-much of his construction knowledge
.. through hands on experience, and first put it to public use for the City of Boston as a Chief Rehabilitation
" Officer at the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA). - In this position, Charles helped revive acity of .
* beauty. Boston, was showing the ravages of time and many thought that certain sections of the city were lost
- and should be forgotten. Charles, however, saw through the dust and dirt ‘and realized that the key to-
* successful real estate is location, location, location.  Charlestown and ‘other surrounding areas of the city -
. benefitted from this wisdom. . . . o e N
His days in the city always seemed to be his happiest, as he often reminisced of his work there. One of his’
. great loves was to turn something in decay into something of beauty. In fact, he did just that with his own
©cityaddress. o e n TR T e
.. Perhaps, Charles’ most significant contribution to the Commonwealth was the inception of the first uniform
state building code. Prior to the first edition of the state code, nearly every city and town:throughout the
Commonwealth had its own set of building regulations. Some regulations were standardized, others were not.
The result was that it was almost impossible to erect a legal, code complying building within the state. Not
only was this condition frustrating for the design and building professions, it was also very costly. Through-
.- . many hours of research and coordination, Charles and his staff were able to assemble a document, based on
¢ the Building Officials and Code Administrators National Code (BOCA), for publication at the start of 1975.
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CHARLES RETIRES = CONTINUED

L one burldmg code in the state of Massachusetts

of the requirements for the existing buildings section of the code, which earned him Engineering News Record’s
:’Constructton Ma_n of the Year”, Charles realized that, as. time progresses, and land. become a scarce commodtty, ‘many.
. more'individuals will look towards renovating e:iis’ting st»ructur“‘f"‘es»as opposed to developing new tracts. However, theré

o Change of Use of Exz.mng Structures’ (now Article 32) emerged.

National Conference of States on Building Codes and Standards as ‘well as the National Academy of Code
Admtmstratton : ‘

- But, if we know Charles, he will niot sit around too long remembermg Rather, he will put hlS knowledge and
expertence to good use¢ in some other venture. We wish him well L

AN D PAULINE TOO

:Well the early retxrement optton surely was a great benefit to those who were able to take advantage of it. For those

- Admmtstrator 10, the Board of Butldmg Regulattons and Standards

£ Paulme is that essenttal person in the office that causes the wheels to turn. ' Pauline is the individual that all ofﬁces .

_ i crave, but-only few have. -She always made sure that all was functioning and would continue to function, sometimes o
~ - without' receiving: the credit she: deserved.  But, in fact, almost all ‘the praise bestowed upon-Charles can- also be -
- -awarded to Pauline, because she was by his side through it all.- Pauline was one of the dedicated staff meémbers who

labored over the: adoption of the state code and the:creation of the Board. - Pauline and Charles began their work

- Paultne

- '_[legal f eld prtor to her work m the publtc sector And she mamtamed her htgh standards throughout her. career..

e 'contemplatmg a tr1p to Greece.’

MORE STILL

o - Dominic DiBaro also decided it was an offer ‘they could not refuse.  Both Arthur and Dom en]oyed a long and
dtsttngurshed career. tn state. government and Tow. look forward to. relaxm° w1th thetr famtltes

SR We msh each of these mdtvtduals much success and happtness in all future endeavors

NEW DISTRICTS

CODEWORD
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: fThe adoptionof the state code was’ surely a great achrevement in Charles career. But, there was also the development ,
. were not any true gurdelmes to govern such renovationis. It would be quite difficult to comply with the provisions of -~
~ - the'code for new construction when performmg a renovation.. Therefore, Arttcle 22 Repatr, AIteratzon, Addmon and I

arles als managed dedrcate ttme to'some of the national ‘building organizations. - ’He served ‘as president of'the

Obvrously, Charles has been blessed wrth a long and sattsfymg career, and will have many pleasant memories to ponder :

7 of usleft behind; however, it leaves a void. * This void was ‘created by the retlrement of Pauline Stanton Deputy:/

B together in the c1ty of Boston and were together ever since. In his own words "I couldn’t have done it wrthout you, -~

: '»'iziPaulrne brought a level of detatl to her work: that was unmatched She gamed thts style through her expenence in the o

e It S not over yet We also lost two of our DlStht State Burldmg Inspectors to early retlrement Arthur Rttacco and -

: Smce then, the state code has seen many revrstons, and is now in 1ts t‘ fth edmon, and since then there has been only S

g,
3

_:'Paulme too, has much to remember, but she may have more ttme than Charles to remtmsce When she left she was.. - 5

As a result of Arthur and Domswetrrement, Peter Goodale, actmg manager ot‘ the butldmg mspecuon group, has ..
‘_developed revrsed dtstrtcts for our: rematnmg state inspectors. - Look for the new plan in the next. 1ssue of




' WELCOME TO:

" THE NEW COMMISSIONER -

Mhankfully, not all anriouncements in this issue are about retirements. - We are pleasléd to wclcbm¢ new members to the
-~ ‘Department of Public Safety and to. the Board of Building. Regulations and Standards, @ =~ o v LT
First, Mr. Larry Giordano is the new Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety. Mr. Giordano began his career
in public service as a fire fighter for the United States Air Force. Following his military duty, he joined the police force
.in,the town' oijqhu_enj,}gandrs'ervgp‘er*fou_xtteen years. He also served as a state representative from:the town of Methuen =+ -
“Lary remains very 'actii}é in the affairs of his community, particularly as 4 member of the town’s new sChoo'l*’i'coiiilﬁittee.,“ )
He'is a hands-on manager who loves to get involved with-all aspects of the job. He brings vast and varied knowledge to = . 7
* " the department as well as-great enthusiasm, and he looks forward to the: challenge of directing the department to a:bright =+

" THE NEW ADMINISTRATOR

- Also, the Board of Building Regulations and Standards is pleased to announce that Mr. Thomas Rogers has been hiredas -

. the new Administrator to the Board. . Mr. Rogers brings extensive knowledge of building construction and “building -
regulation to the Board, drawn from his years as assistant building commissioner in the city of Boston and as manager at
the Boston Water and Sewer Commission. Tom has also achieved great success in entrepreneurial ventures, ranging from = -
general contracting and roofing to energy conservation services for commercial and residential facilities. ‘Tom js affiliated =~ =
with both the Massachusetts Building Commissioners and Inspectors Association and the. Building Officials'and Code -~

~ Administrators International. Tom, too, looks forward to his new challenge. - : ‘ SN

THE NEW FIRE MARSHAL

- James Kauffman is the state’s new Fire Marshal, Mr, Kauffman comes to- the department after a - |
_-re,ér;at,fthg ‘National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). . During his- twenty-one years at NFPA, Jim -~
p-behavioral techniques for avoiding human error in fighting fires, in public safety marters and in emergency .-
dical situations. Jim'also became the organization’s expert in panic behavior and crisis management. Jim is considered -

a leader in loss prevention and risk- management and has worked closely with national codes-and standards organizations; " .
as well as public service figures. S O R IR R

"~ We welcome each of these new members éboafrd{_'énd',we'look‘forWard to working with each of them:

Can a building official also be a_contractor in the same Community? The State Ethics Commission has advised'thata . .
~ Building Official cannot perform work in the community in which he serves as Building Official if the work in question -
77 requires the'issuance of a building permit, or other municipal approval(s): However, a Building Official may perform work *
on:(and deal with- other town officials in connection with) his own residence. = Arrangements involving inspections bya =
- "third party" (or-neighboring): building official do riot relieve the Building Official of his obligation to comply with the
__Conflict of Interest Statute. The statute is equally applicable if the Building Official performs work on property not owned . .
- by the official even if no fee is involved. The statute is not applicable to a Building Official performing work on, or =
~constructing his own home; or on property owned by the Building Official, providing said property is owned personally (ie: .
in his own name, not by a corporation or trust, etc). .. R R T R

- Ordinary repairs, as defined in the State Building Code (780 CMR 200.0), however may be performed on properties not
.owned by the Official, as sich repairs do not require the issuance of a building permit (780 CMR 113.1, Exception #1),
unless it is foreseeable that an issue may arise which would require intervention by the Building Official in his official

 capacity, whether or not the work is considered "ordinary repairs"

she above is equally valid for both full time and part time officials. I you have any questions or concetns. feg'aid‘ing the -
Contflict of Interest Statute please contact the State Ethics Commission, Room 619, McCormack State Office Building, One
. Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108, Tel: (617) 727-0060. - « - S e et v L
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RECENT STATE BUILDIN G CODE APPEALS BOARD DECISIONS

 Section 126.7.11 (CODtentS of Decisions) of the code states "Any decision shall not be consrdered by any
- person or agency as precedent for future decisions.". . R I e

The ‘Appellant testxfied that he was the coordmator for ar ihstitutional facrhty that was under cons ~
- in a major city. The facility was designed to house individuals who were awaiting trial within the county e
«-criminal courts. ‘The facility had been the subject of a-previous appeal before the state at which the .
-occupancy load for the building had been set at 453 persons. - The Appellant explamed that he was not.part
of the ongrnal process and drd not learn of the Board S actrons untxl after the decxsro had,,, en dered

Although the Appellant understood the Board’s mtent he was now faced w1th two problems Flrst was that
the occupancy of the existing facility (from which all inmates were to be transferred) was greater than this -
_ figure and these people did not have anywhere else to go. In addition, the Appellant had applied to the -
" Federal Court to gain approval to double bunk the prisoners in many of the single rooms, thus, aggravating .
" the limit on occupancy even farther. In order to resolve the issue, the Appellant requested that the figure =
- be adjusted to 653 prisoners. The state inspector in charge of the project felt that the, request was beyond
. his authority since it would confhct with the detérmination of the orrgmal Board of Appeal "I'herefor, he
?5was appeahng to the Board to rewse the orlgmal occupancy ﬁgure ‘ : -

~aIn- hlS defense, the Appellant presented testrmony through a ﬁre safety consultant The consultant explamed_t,;

" that the facility was designed for a'horizontal:movement fire fighting technique.: Thrs method involves moving o
~ only those. persons: who-are affected by a:situation-horizontally-(as opposed to through stairwells) until

" “emergency personnel-arrive :and-assume contral over the evacuation of the buxldmg "This ‘method is ¢

e recognized by NFiPA and has: been successfully employed-inpenal facilities and high rise structures.in.other . *.
. parts of the country. Specifically, this method would transfet individuals from an'affected area: toanoutdoor -k

" ‘recreation facility, and then into an adjacent housmg unit.~Individuals would not'be‘lead into exit'stairways - -

' unless absolutely necessary.  Since each housing unit is separated by two hour fire rated construction'and the -

- building is fully equrpped w1th a fire separatton system, it was. argued that the occupants should be well

S protected e B : , : :

4
S G I
- «
T

: Further, the consultant presented calculatlons to the Board whlch 1llustrated that the ‘required means. of : _
- . egress stairways (should they need to be utrhzed) were: well oversrzed and could easxly accommodate the Rt
: raddrttonal occupant load T b : gy : g B ‘

vﬁ:f»’I'he state burldmg 1nspector testlfied that he agreed wrth the Appellant s egress capacrty calculatrons, and that.“ SR
- the horizontal movement plan was well thought and organized.- However, the inspector reiterated thatit was -~
S beyond his authority to overturn a decxsron rendered by a: State Board of Appeals Thus, he was obhged 1o R
o xssue the notxce of vrolatron B e L . _ e

o "Followmg testlmony and review of the ewdence the Board found that the occupancy for the striacture was,r ke

~* «determined solely on the basis of a decrsron rendered in 1989 by a prévious Appeals Board. ~“Evidence -
presented at that hearmg, it appears, was mcomplete ‘The previous Board did ‘not hear any testimony - L

- relating to egress capacity or fire evacuation. plans. Thus, that Board’s determination may have been flawed.

. The information illustrated at this hearing, the Board contmued greatly clarlfied the functlomng of the -
“facility. With this evidence, the Board found that the building is well equipped to handle the addttronal :

- occupant load, and that the evacuation plan is well established to assist in the event of an emergency. Thus, >

_the. Board unammously voted to mcrease the occupancy of the burldmg to the requested 653 mmates |
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TERMS OF THE TRADE _

‘ ‘Thrs issue’s: Term of the Trade is cant Stl‘lE Accordmg to the Constructxon Glossary, by J. Stewart Stern,,

~.-a wall or other vertical surface.  The 45° slope of the exposed surface of the cant strip prov:des a

e surface

2) [An] 1mpregnated 1nsulatron matenal of wood 1mpregnated wood or llghtwetght concrete (mortar)

1 ) [A] contmuous stnp of trrangular cross sectron fitted into the angle:‘fo ed 'by a structural deckand

gradual transrtron t'or base ﬂashmg and rooﬁng membrane from a horlzontal rooE surface to a vertrcal [

“placed in-the right-angle juncture between the (flat) roofing surface and the vertical surface of the. B

* “adjacent parapet, wall; or roof curb in order to provide a gradual transition from horizontal to. vertrcal we
applrcatlon of roof‘ ing and base ﬂashmg felts The slope of a cant is usually at 45° '

The cant stnp is typrcal of ﬂat roof constructron In creatmg an angle at the mtersectlon of a vertical and
- horizontal plane; one lessens the chance of water penetratron In years past the bullt-up roof system (aroof

e that consisted of rigid insulation with a bituminous topping, usually ballasted) employed the cant strip. Today,1 E

- most flat roofs are topped with a rubber membrane. This membrane seems to prevent water penetratton
more effectrvely than the brtummous material,-in that it is a more cohesive substance

ffgk_s}cgpfprx1

E::mr)e ears'lmaeonnr le}

~ frradah vl Flasl-n

G‘e"'all O'F Cér')“‘ %+l“|

SUSPENSIONS AND REVOCATIONS AR S e

*The license of Mr Ralph D’ Amello (Constructlon Supervrsor chense Number 050688) was suspended for, o

A perlod of one year beglnnmg August 20 1991 and ndmg August 20, 1992 suspensron is over. -
. 'Also as 4 result of a Hearmg on February 21 1992 the chense Revrew Commlttee for the Board of
Building Regulations and Standards unanimously voted to revoke the license. of Mr. Raymond ‘M. Romano
"(Constructlon Supervrsor chense Number 054836) "The revocatron became effectrve August 25, 1992.°
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'I'hls issue’s: CODEWORD is shap “The term’ ret'ers toa wide flange steel shape ie: a column or bean.
-+ For purposes of this-article, we will- refer to-the shape used as-a beam. In reviewing a-set of structural —
_..; drawings, an mspector may see reference to a W.8 x 28 or a W, 10 x 45. These marks designate a piece of

~steel of a certain size and wetght desxgned to carry a specrfic load.’ On a structural drawing, the beam is
. shown as a single, heavy line. (See Figure A). In section, the beam resemb s the letter I (See Figure B), and
s sometrmes referred to as an I beam.’ However, the correct termmology "a‘w1de ﬂange steel’*beam

- of the beam is made from the Manual of Steel Construction - Allowable Stress Design, published by the
¥ American Institute of Steel Construc_tron\b ‘This document is often referred to as the "Steel Manualn and is:
T v1tal reference matenal to all structu al :engmeers ‘

~In referencxng the "Steel Manual" we see a series of numerxcal values that may be mdrscermble wrthout
_explanation, A portion of the table relating to a W 8 x 28 is illustrated below (Only that portion of the table
©relatingto W Shape Dimensions is shown. The manual also presents a table relatmg to W Shape Propertles )

*Each beam is specrﬁcally sized by a reglstered structural engmeer to suit certam desrgn criteria. Selectron

‘ "I'he followmg is an explanatlon of the meanmg of each numeral

o o web- ‘ Flange : " Distance
|t -Desig- | Area Depth ~ [ — - T . : , o i
|l naton | A | -.d . [ Thickness | &, } - VWd”‘ | Thickness L
In? In '*m”“ gqg In,. In In..
316 e

L PARTIAL STRUCTURAL PLAN

: FlGURE A

. FIGUREB = . -

Symbol
- d f’depth of sectlon rounded to the nearest 1/8 T 'clear dlstance on web flllets (radlus) rounded
by ‘width of flange, rounded to the nearest 18+ .- - . down to the nearest 1/8" .
~ flange and web. thlcknesses rounded to the -~ k- distance from the outside of the flange to the e

0 nearest 1/16* e o
4 J2 .. ~one half the fractlonal value of the web
o thickness, rounded up tothe. nearest 1/16"

~toe of the fillet on the web reunded to the
c.nearest /e Lo

i distance. from the center ef the web to the

: e o0 toe of the fillet on the flange rounded up to

SR e s B e o thie nearest 116" .- st woo ¥
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' CODEWORD'- CONTINUE FROM PAGE

The llSt of symbols on the prevrous page i 1llustrate the meaning of each portlon of the steel section. The only

- -missing information is.the meaning of the W 8x28 designation itself. The W indicates the wide flange shape.

he number exght (8) is the. approxrmate depth of the shape in inches and the number twenty-elght (28)}

indicates the weight of the beam in ‘pounds’ per lineal foot. For example, a°W 8'x'28 beam, twenty feetin
“lengthis a beam that i is about eight (8) inches in depth (in hexght) and 1ts werght is equal to five hundred P
" and sxxty (560) pounds (28 lbs /hneal feet'x 20 feet = 560 lbs.). " r Tl e

,,_,The only exceptlon to this rule is w1th respect. to the W 14 series shapes. If we were to randomly reference .
~one of these shapes in the steel manual chances are the number fourteen’ (14) would not correspond to the -

_depth of the steel. A w 14 X 233 for 1nstance _measures 16 04“ in depth Why thlS isso,is a questxon for"-
g greater mrnds.i;,:.,;? S ’ T SR

SECTION REFERENCES

Part I of Appendtx A of the burldmg code llsts all reference standards that are mentxoned in the base text.
- The numbers, that appear next to the title of the standard refer to sections of the Flfth Edltlon of the State -
Burldmg, not to sections of the standard itself. ~ ' : . :

For example pages A-14 and A-15 lxst the pertment BOCA reference standards The last hstmg in thrs groupr
.reads: - : :

t}'éﬁél"”i;rééh;}iiéé'i Code . L

- If we ‘turn o,one‘these sectlons we should ﬁnd that reference is made to this standard Checklng Section
" '401.4.2, we find the text reads: "Nonmetallic ducts as permitted by the’ BOCA Natlonal Mechanlcal Codev :
' .lxsted in Appendlx A " Correctly, the BOCA: Mechanlcal Code iscited. :

" p'The ldea be} '1d'fthls method was to allow a reader to easrly determine were in the code a reference standard
is cited. The language of the’ opening paragraph for the appendix states: “The following is a hstmg of the

‘ ___standards referenced in this code, the effective date of the standard, the promulgattng agency of the standard R
and. the sectron(s) of this code [emphasrs added] that refer. to the standard.” This wordmg attempted o
: explaln the function of the section reference. However, from the number of phone calls we receive regardlng -

_this i issue, the language is not qu1te clear We hope that thrs artxcle helps clarrfy the 1ssue SN

NEW CODE AMENDMEN TS

J ust remmder to those who may b unaware A new package of amendments has been 1ssued whlch effect.
_the Fifth Edition of the State Building Code. These changes reflect the voted actions of the Board on
- proposals presented at the November, 1990, May, 1991, and November 1991 Public Hearrngs Many of the:

:f.,,f2003 401 42 401 43 6004 oo, o

changes are editorial, correctmg errors that where made in transcribing from the Fourth Edition of the code.

-+ The most’ s1gn1ficant revision in the set is found in Section 113.8 entitled Independent structural engineering '

. review. This section is:new to the code and stems froma proposal presented by the Boston Assocxatlon of
- Structural Engmeers .Independent review requires additional engineering services be performed on certain

ftypes of structures.” Items one (1) through four (4) under Section 113.8 list these structures. As a result of
this change to the code, additional code sections needed to be created. Therefore, Section 131.0 entitled -

Structural Peer Review Advrsog Board, and Appendxx I entitled Independent Structural Engmeermg Peer

-f'-f,Rewew were added to the code in order to set. crxtena for the revxew process Please refer to the crted' S

sections of the code for further details.
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L "'msurance requ

WORKERS COMPENSATION UPDATE g S

The March 1992 tssue ot' CODEWORD contamed an artrcle entrtled Regardmg Workers’ Compensatro i

“Insiirance.”The article made referénce to Massachusetts General Law ¢ 152 § 25C." This section of law: {on-

: lthe books since.1987) states that any s state-or local licensing agency. shall withhold the issuance of or renewal. .

f:,_ of a license orpermrt to operate a business or to construct buildings in the Commonwealth unless the -
_.-;apphcant provr Lacceptable evrdence that he has properly complred wrth the workers

f’valso the artrcle suggests that a burldmg officxal should requlre a permtt apphcant t0 srgn an aff' davrt

indicating compliance with this law.  The affidavit was to be produced by the Office of Industrial Accidents.

mpensatlon ,

e

s

RS

5 /Fmally, this document has become available. A copy is attached to the back of this document for your

i \convemence “Please make the number of copies necessary to: supply your office from thrs sheet

: It may be wise to revrew the March artrcle and read the law in order to become more famrlrar with the
. process. -Please remember that there is a hot line established by the Office of Industrial Accidents where
a burldmg official can qurckly verrfy whether or not an individual or companyis adequately insured and :

whether or not hrs pohcy is current. ‘The number to call is (617) 727- 4900 extensrons 401 through 405

UPDATE ON CERTIFICATION

: As reported in the March 1992 issue of CODEWORD Senate Bill #1431 relatrng to the. "grandfathermg of -

Sl currently  employed, ‘qualified individuals-into their positions-as building officials was heard before the
-:Committee on.Local:Affairs on March:24; 1992. - Members.of the staff of the Board of Building. Regulations. -

. and Standards (BBRS) as well as representatlves ‘from-all three building offi cial associations attended the
: hearlng All testrmony was favorable and the Commtttee also gave the blll a favorable revrew e

v, The b111 worked 1ts way through both branches of the Leglslature (Senate and House) rece1v1ng only a minor

‘amendment during the third House reading. The amendment was with respect to order of text, not content.
. Finally, on August 14, 1992 at 4:30. pm, the governor signed the bill into. law. The leglslatxon is now known

. i'-"*'as Chaptetn168 of the:Acts of 1992. :Since the leglslatron does: not contain an effectrve date in 1ts language
ity wrll become effectrvemnety- (90) days after 1ts sxgnmg, whxch is November 12 1992 o : o

The language 'of"the law readsv : in part "Notwtthstandmg the provrsrons of any general or specral law rule, a

or regulatron ordinance or. by-law to the contrary,-all full or part-time inspectors of buildings, building =~ -

commissioners, and local inspectors duly apgomted and in office on the effective date of this act and meeting

~~the minimum' requirements of section three of chapter one hundred and forty-three [emphasis added] of = "+ |

“the General laws for his posmon shall be deemed quaht’ ied and certified in the position held on said date .

. 'The law continues to state that ™ atlsfactory evrdence of such appomtment [shall be] fumrshed to
r—_,'theboard[BBRS]byacrtyortownclerk" e e e S S i

‘ ‘:"'I'he hlghllghted sectlon above 1nd1cates ‘that it is’ mperatrv that each city and town provrde acceptable '
. evidence to the Board illustrating that its building official is in office on the effective date of legislation, - ™
-~ November 12. 1992, and is (and was) qualified to hold such posrtron Currently, the Board requrres that each -
_ city and town provrde a list of its employed building officials as part of its annual proceedings. As of the end -
" of the last fiscal year (June 30, 1992), the Board has' received information in this regard from most every .
an commumty However, the Board will need to provrded satxst'actory evidence” that this list remains true on .
“the effective date of the law.  Therefore, in the weeks ahead, the Board wrll forward a letter to each crty and

“town requesting that proper verrﬁcatron be supplted
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CERTIF ICATION CONTINUED

It is the responsxbxhty of each bulldmg ot't" cxal to ‘enisure that thls evrdence s presented to the Board The-——
:- cut-off - date:for .receiving . this -information..is. November 30,.1992. . So, please . make a note ot' thls very.
: ~xmportant date, and please submit the documentatxon ina txmely manner. .. -

ov1de further remmders m future 1ssues ot' ,&OI)EW ORD but remember, the responsrbrhty is your"""‘ L

MORE ON CERTIFICATION

As many are probably aware, the certxﬁcatlon of bulldmg ot‘t‘rcrals in the Commonwealth has been an ambmon
of the BBRS for many years. The road was long, but the results are finally here. The ‘members of the
Certification Committee that assisted in this task are to be commended for their work. This body was
vcomprrsed of a cross section of building ofﬁcrals throughout the state, “Its charge was to develop the
~ standards by which 1nspectors were to be Judged as properly certifi ed and to make recommendat1ons to the
E 'Board as to the daxly operatron of the certrt' catron process i

its recommendatlons the commxttee ‘called t'or the formatlon of a'new Standmg Certxt' cation

As part of
Committee.” This committee would oversee the initial process of certification, maintain records of certified

T complamts and appeals pertalmng to certlt" catlon and rev1ew and approve courses ot‘ study |
( ucatxonal requrrements i : , ‘

of the 'new ‘nme-member commlt-tee ’is ‘asv: fOllows’:' o

S e Onel(D) member of the Board of Building Regulatxons and Standards or hls de51g'1ee""';’ gk
"« " Six (6) members who are building officials: " FRE N
' " One (1) member from each of the three (3) Municipal Bu11dmg Ot't'ic1al s Assocxatxons and
" Three (3) members at large to'be appointed by the Board, .

. »One (1) member from academia who is an educator of constructron at the college level "(1e S 3

~ " architectural, ¢ivil, structural) to be appornted by the Board, " AL et R
. uOne (1) member from the Massachusetts Mumcxpal Assocxatlon

The ‘Board, has sent letters to ‘each- of the three burldmg ot'F cial’s assocratrons and the Mass Mumcxpal
B :,the burldrng ot't" cral s communrty m order to fill the remamrng "at large posrtxons shown hxghhghted above.

b Anyone who'is employed as a buxldmg ot’t" cral whether afﬁhated with one of the associations or not may
\ submxt hls/her name to the Board for consxderatxon no later than October 30.1992 @: -

VThe Board ot' Burldlng Regulatlons and Standards A
' One Ashburton Place, Room 1301 FRan
' McCormack-State Office’ Burldmg
: ’“f-'Boston,MA 02108 Do ALE
’???Attentton' Prot'essor Kentaro Tsutsumr Chalrman;’-p
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Association, requesting their assistance in establishing the committee. However, the Board needs to petmon T




APPLYIN G THE CODE TO SMALL STRUCTURES

Thts artrcle f' rst appeared in the March 1989 1ssue oE CODEWORD but 1t lS tlme to run xt agaln
...The State Burldmg Code regulatrons encompass an abundance of drfferent types of burldmgs and structures
‘ngh rise burldmgs backyard tool sheds, stadiums, tents, shopping malls, swimming pools, theaters, grain -
.. elevators and service stations are ]ust some examples of the drverse kinds of structures which are subject to.
" ithe burldmg codé." It is fairly obvious that, while there'; may be some similarities between thosé’ widely varying
structures, there are many ways in which portions of the code are mapphcable or mappropnate for some of e
' ithese structures Just to cite a few examples ' : «

How would you provxde exxt doors from a‘swrmmmg pool" S
*. Are two means of egress really necessary from a tool shed"
HOW d° YOu msulate a tent to satrsfy the energy code" o
- :Whrle these examples may seem partrcularly rrdlculous there are sxtuatxons Wthh can puzzle the most

- experienced code official. -In some cases,. the bulldmg code makes explrcrt provision for. unlque situations
encountered with special structures through the insertion of specral use and occupancy provisions, which are -

- contained in Article 6 of our State Building Code. In other situations, the code may reference standards of =~~~

‘ ‘accepted engineering practice, which are applied in addition to code requxrements However, when dealing

o iwith small structures such as sheds, playhouses; gazebos or decks, there is another approach which should """ “

“be used.. The burldrng code ‘under Section 311, contains: a classification called: Use Group U, Utility and ~'

" Miscellaneous. Uses, intended to encompass accessory buildings and structures such as.those.described.above. ., ...

' - Section 311 gives the building official discretionary power to apply those portions of the building code which

- are commensurate with the "fire and life hazard incidental” to the use of such structures. - This discretionary =~

o -power, wisely applied by the ‘building official, allows the application of only those code requirements.
- necessary for safe construction and use-of a structure, and avoids. costly, and unnecessary requrrements such _ -
~as footings and secondary means of egress for tool sheds. . e g '

BACKFILLING OF FOUNDATION WALLS g Rl

‘1—-Thrs artlcle too first appeared 1n the March 1989 issue of CODEWORD Smce itis. an issue- close to thef'\;,f‘f'* ’
~ heart of all buxldmg officials, we thought we should run. it agam L : :

The foundatlon season brmgs the need for cautlon and proper procedures w1th respect to the backt'llmg of'

:‘?‘x;’foundatlon walls:* Table 3402:1 lists the maximum height of unbalanced fill permitted for' unreinforced '+

- masonry and concrete. foundation walls. ThlS Table is based on the assumption that the wall will carry the

" lateral soil pressure in bending in the vertical direction: generally the shortest and strongest span. Inorder S
- for this assumption to be valid, the wall must be supported at. the top and bottom prror to placement of the w7

- backfll

= The top of the wall should be supported by temporary bracmg, or the ﬁrst ﬂoor frammg should be in place :

- prior to backfilling to provide: lateral support at the top of the wall. Lateral support at-the bottom may be
provided by keying the wall to the footing, dowels connectmg the footmg and the wall, the placement of the

- 'basement slab or temporary bracing. Lack of such bracing is often the cause of dangerous foundation wall -

. failure. It is, therefore, critically important that during the foundation season the building: officlal emphasrze Lt

‘to foundatron contractors the 1mportance of adequate bracmg prior to backﬁllmg B -

2 e
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
DEFARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS

e - : 600 WASHINGTON STREET T

) Ja,'nes_ Camppeli_ s BOSTON MASSACHUSE'ITS 02111 o

or»r-vssrone'

+ (licensee/permirtee) : ‘ ‘ ‘
thh a prmcxpal placc of busmcss/rcsndcncc a0

. 7 ' : (ery/Statc/pr)
do hcrcby ccmfy undcr thc pams and pcna]ncs of pcr}ury, that

[ ] ] am an cmploycr prov:dmg t.hc followmg workcrs compcnsanon covcragc for my crnployccs workmg on this
job..

ln.;ur_éncc Corhpany i - AT R o Policy Number-

[] "vl“gm‘:a 's}qlev ) hrictorfa'nd_havé"x‘iéy"dﬁc‘woi‘kihg ’fo'i"?m'c». S

el lamoa solc proprxcror, gcncral contracror or homcowncr (circle: onc) ‘and-have hxrcd r.hc contmcrors hstcd below
0 havc thc followmg workers' compcnsatxon insurance pohcxcs ' '

Name of Contractér e -~ Insurance Company/Policy Number

ANamc rofC‘on‘traCtor : TR - , Insurancc Compaﬁjt/PoIi;yNUﬁxbcr' _' 7 .

~~Nameof Contractor = = = oiv o e i ~~€::f4:::-:llinsurﬁncéfComp;n‘y/Polricy Number

"0 Tam 2 homeowner pcrformxngallthcworkmyscl ;

v NOTE Plezsc be aware t.hat whdc homeowners who employ pcrsons to do maxntcnmce, constructlon or repzxr work ona
dwellmg of not more than three units in which the homeowner also resides or on the grounds appurtenant thereto are not gcnerzlly
considered to be employers under the Workers' Compensation Act (GL. C. 152, sect. 1(5)), applxcanon by a homeowner fora llccnsc
or permn: may cwdence tbc lcga] status of an employ:r under r.hc Work:rs Compensatlon Act.

] undcrstznd thata copv of thxs statement £ will be forwardcd 1) th: Dcpa.rtmcnl: of' Industml Acadcnu Oﬂ"xcc of Insura.ncc for coverage

verification and that failure to sccure coverage as rcquxrcd under Scction 25A of MGL 152 can lead to the imposition of criminal pcmlucs

consisting of a finc of up to 51500 00 and/or i 1mpnsonmcnt of up to one year and cm.l penalties in thc form of a Stop Work Order and 2
- fine ofSlOO 00a day ag:uns: me. o - -

V'o’ncdthis s " L — day of : ‘ . 19

Licensee/Permittee _ Licensor/Permittor




~ CORRECTION

P

- Recently each building official received a copy of the Approved Manufacturers & Third Party Inspection Agencies with -
- Tespect to the Commonwealth’s manufactured building program... The expiration date for the list is April 30,1993

28

Two correctio list

- First, Chelsea Homes was inadvertently omitted from the list. Please be aware that Chelsea Homes, Inc. P.O. Box 599 -
»Malboro, NY, 12542 is an approved agency (Mfg, Noe 119, TPIA.03, Upit Code B). = = = .o o

- Also, Excel Home’s Liverpool, PA plant is the ohlz manufacturing facility cur_rem!x listed]gnd_apprque‘d:fpt Excel :

‘We have received many inquiries as to whether or not a building permit is necessary to install vinyl siding (or other
resilient sidings) and to install fiberglass based roof shingles.. The answer to both is of these questions is, yes. Each - .
of these products are controlled under the building code in terms of attachment (nailing schedules, etc.). Also, the code
. dictates number of layers allowed for roof shingles. However, a construction supervisor’s license (CSL) is not
- mecessarily needed to perform this work. Remember, the basis for requiring a CSL is related to structural work. For -
example, if one were to encounter rotted roof sheathing and rafters when performing an otherwise simple roofing job,
. a license is required. The reason is that one needs to understand building code provisions relating to rafter size and -
 spacing, sheathing thickness and nailing requirements, etc, in order.to properly repair the rotted sections.

. " Managing Editor: Rob Anderson - o
i Sontributing Statt: Brian Core Peter Goodale. . iy

" The Board ofBuIldlng Regulatlons and Standards
One Ashburton Place - Room 1301. - o
. _;?;Bos’tpn,\_,.MA/ : .,‘6021_93 G e s L e
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