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MASSACHUSETTS STATE BUILDING CODE  - CODE AMENDMENT PROPOSAL

	Code

(indicate with an ‘x’)
	__8th Edition Base 

_X_8th Edition One- and Two-Family Dwellings
	State Use Only

	Date:
	November 17, 2010
	Date Received:
	Nov 24, 2010

	Code Section:
	R501.3
	Code Change Number::
	2010_12_11

	Name and company affiliation if any:  Stephen D. Coan, State Fire Marshal

	Address:  1 State Road, Stow, MA

   
	Telephone:  978-567-3100

Email:  
Stephen.Coan@state.ma.us


Indicate with an ‘x’ the type of amendment proposed:

__Change Section
X_Add new section 
  __Delete section and substitute    
__Delete section; no substitute

__Other, Explain:

Please type below the proposed amendment. If you propose to change a section, please copy the original text from either the IBC 2009 or IRC 2009 or pertinent I-code. Indicate with strike out the text you propose to delete and add new text in either italic or red font.  Also provide justification of your proposal as a second page and include information on the Introduction and Background of your proposal, Pro and Con Reasons for Adoption of it, a summary of estimated Costs for Building Owners, and Life Safety Benefits for building occupants.  When complete email this file to mike.guigli@state.ma.us. Please use additional pages if necessary.
R501.3 Fire protection of floors. Floor assemblies, not required elsewhere in this code to be fire resistance rated, shall be provided with a ½ inch gypsum wallboard membrane, 5/8 inch wood structural panel membrane, or equivalent on the underside of the floor framing member.
Exceptions: 
1. Floor assemblies located directly over a space protected by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section P2904, NFPA13D, or other approved equivalent sprinkler system.

2. Floor assemblies located directly over a crawl space not intended for storage or fuel-fired appliances. 

3. Portions of floor assemblies can be unprotected when complying with the following: 

3.1 The aggregate area of the unprotected portions shall not exceed 80 square feet per story

3.2 Fire blocking in accordance with Section R302.11.1 shall be installed along the perimeter of the unprotected portion to separate the unprotected portion from the remainder of the floor assembly. 

4. Wood floor assemblies using dimension lumber or structural composite lumber equal to or greater than 2-inch by 10-inch nominal dimension, or other approved floor assemblies demonstrating equivalent fire performance. 
	State Use Only

	This proposed amendment was presented at public hearing on _______________________________ and the Board of Building Regulations and Standards has taken the following action:                                                     

	__Approved as submitted   __Approved as amended    __Denied      __Tabled for further study or action


Introduction and Background:

This was a joint proposal by NAHB and IAFF and accepted into the 2012 IRC.

Pro and Con Reasons for Adoption:

Pro:  Occupant and Firefighter safety

Moving to Mass prior to 2012 adoption of IRC

Con:  none known

Costs for Building Owners:
minimal

Life Safety Benefits:
Substantial increase to occupant and firefighter safety
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