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MASSACHUSETTS STATE BUILDING CODE  - CODE AMENDMENT PROPOSAL

	Code
(indicate with an ‘x’)
	_x_8th Edition Base 
__8th Edition One- and Two-Family Dwellings
	State Use Only

	Date:
	February 25, 2011
	Date Received:
	02_25_2011

	Code Section:
	Section 906
	Code Change Number::
	2011_05_05

	Name and company affiliation if any: Brian Duval, City of Pittsfield, Local Inspector, and West Stockbridge, Building Commissioner.

	Address: 
70 Allen St., Room B04
Pittsfield, MA 01201


	Telephone: 413 499 9407
Email: bduval@pittsfieldch.com 


Indicate with an ‘x’ the type of amendment proposed:
_x_ Change Section
__Add new section 
  _x_ Delete section and substitute    
__Delete section; no substitute

__Other, Explain:  
Please type below the proposed amendment. If you propose to change a section, please copy the original text from either the IBC 2009 or IRC 2009 or pertinent I-code. Indicate with strike out the text you propose to delete and add new text in either italic or red font.  Also provide justification of your proposal as a second page and include information on the Introduction and Background of your proposal, Pro and Con Reasons for Adoption of it, a summary of estimated Costs for Building Owners, and Life Safety Benefits for building occupants.  When complete email this file to mike.guigli@state.ma.us. 
There are no MA amendments to this section. Copied directly below is the language from the first subsection on this topic. My proposed code amendment is to either

· make the change noted in strikeout or
· replace this entire section (all of SECTION 906) with the 7th edition requirements on portable fire extinguishers. The 7th edition language is copied on the next page. 
SECTION 906

PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

[F] 906.1 Where required. Portable fire extinguishers shall be installed in the following locations.

1. In new and existing Group A, B, E, F, H, I, M, R-1, R-2, R-4 and S occupancies.

Exception: In new and existing Group A, B and E occupancies equipped throughout with quick response sprinklers, portable fire extinguishers shall be required only in locations specified in Items 2 through 6.

2. Within 30 feet (9144 mm) of commercial cooking equipment.

3. In areas where flammable or combustible liquids are stored, used or dispensed.

4. On each floor of structures under construction, except Group R-3 occupancies, in accordance with Section 1415.1 of the International Fire Code.

5. Where required by the International Fire Code sections indicated in Table 906.1.

6. Special-hazard areas, including but not limited to laboratories, computer rooms and generator rooms, where required by the fire code official.
780 CMR 906.0
PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

906.1 General. Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided in occupancies and locations as required by 527 CMR and 906.2.

906.2 Where Required. A portable fire extinguisher shall be installed in the following locations in accordance with NFPA 10 listed in

780 CMR 35.00:

1. In all occupancies in Use Group A-1, A-2, A-3, B, E, I-2, M, R-1 or H;

2. In all areas containing commercial kitchen exhaust hood systems;

3. In all areas where fuel is dispensed;

4. In all areas where a flammable or combustible liquid is used in the operation of spraying, coating or dipping;

5. In all occupancies in Use Group I-3 at staff locations. Access to portable extinguishers shall be permitted to be locked;

6. On each completed floor of buildings under construction, other than occupancies in Use Group R-3.

7. In any laboratory, shop or other room occupied for similar purposes; and

906.3 Approval. Portable fire extinguishers shall bear the label of an approved agency, be of an approved type and be installed in a location visible and available to the occupants.
Introduction and Background:  During a plan review it was noted that there was not a MA amendment to the code section requiring portable fire extinguishers in Group R-2. An amendment is suggested to bring the requirements in the 8th edition more in line with those of the 7th edition. 

Pro and Con Reasons for Adoption:

Pro: In an R-2 use the tenant might be able to extinguish a fire, if caught early. 

Con: Rather than immediately calling fire services or 911 and/or evacuating the building the occupant may try to battle the fire thus delaying fire department response time. 
Con: Tenants will likely remove units from apartments or common areas or discharge them in non fire situations, potentially creating a hazard to others.  
Costs for Building Owners:  First costs for a typical 3 unit R-2 may be $200 to $500. However, there will be an annual service cost on each of the units. Note the IBC requirements apply to ALL R-2s …new construction and existing buildings. 

Life Safety Benefits:  A benefit may be realized if the fire is caught and extinguished early. However, if not there may be serious adverse life safety issues if the occupant cannot extinguish the fire or does not evacuate immediately.
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