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Indicate with an ‘x’ the type of amendment proposed:
__Change Section
_x_Add new section 
  __Delete section and substitute    
__Delete section; no substitute

__Other, Explain:

Please type below the proposed amendment. If you propose to change a section, please copy the original text from either the IBC 2009 or IRC 2009 or pertinent I-code. Indicate with strike out the text you propose to delete and add new text in either italic or red font.  Also provide justification of your proposal as a second page and include information on the Introduction and Background of your proposal, Pro and Con Reasons for Adoption of it, a summary of estimated Costs for Building Owners, and Life Safety Benefits for building occupants.  When complete email this file to mike.guigli@state.ma.us. Please use additional pages if necessary.
506.7Add subsection:
506.7 Outcome-based compliance

In addition to the IECC performance compliance path detailed in sections 506.3 to 506.6 the following rating threshold criteria of this section are sufficient to demonstrate energy code compliance for residential units in buildings up to 5 stories in height above grade under section 506 without calculation of a standard reference design. These residential units may be in mixed use buildings. 
1. RESNET approved software for the Home Energy Rating System (HERS) Where the HERS rater verified index on the building is 70 or fewer points for the finished residential unit within the building together with a completed and HERS rater verified ENERGY STAR Thermal Enclosure Checklist. The mandatory provisions of section 506.2 apply.

2. Passive House Institute US (PHIUS) approved software: Passive House Planning Package (PHPP). Where the Specific Space Heat Demand as modeled in Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) by a Certified Passive House Consultant is less than or equal to 20 KBtu/sq ft/year. The mandatory provisions of section 506.2 apply.

506.7.1 Documentation. The following documentation is required for energy code compliance under section 506.7

1. For HERS compliance, a compliance report which includes a proposed HERS index of 70 or lower, a description of the building’s energy features, and a statement that the rating index is “based on plans” will be required for issuance of a building permit. A copy of the final certificate indicating that the HERS rater verified index is 70 or less for the finished building together with a completed HERS rater verified ENERGY STAR Thermal Enclosure Checklist is to be submitted to the building official before the certificate of occupancy is issued.

2. For Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) verified compliance, a description of compliance features, and a statement that the estimated Specific Space Heat Demand  and Specific Space Cooling Demand is “based on plans” will be required for issuance of a building permit. A copy of the final PHPP report indicating the finished building achieves a Certified Passive House Consultant-verified Specific Space Heat Demand , and Specific Space Cooling Demand of less than or equal to 20 KBtus/sq ft/year shall be submitted to the building official before the certificate of occupancy is issued.

Introduction and Background:

The 8th edition one and two family code has already been amended to allow for this streamlined performance or outcome based code approach to be used by builders of residential units. This code amendment adds the same level of stringency for residential uses in commercial buildings up to 5 stories in height above grade. 
The language for this amendment was developed by HERS raters and Passivehouse consultants familiar with the residential market in Massachusetts with a proven track record of building beyond the baseline energy code. This simplified performance approach to code compliance saves time and energy modeling cost for builder/designer teams and delivers energy efficient residential units.
Pro and Con Reasons for Adoption:
This simplified performance approach to code compliance saves time and energy modeling cost for builder/designer teams and delivers energy efficient residential units. It does not affect the pre-existing energy code compliance options
Costs for Building Owners:

In most cases none, however there will be cost savings for multi-family and mixed use residential builders seeking to take advantage of HERS ratings, LEED for Homes, Energy Star Homes or US Passive House certifications and the associated energy efficiency rebates offered by energy utilities.
Life Safety Benefits:
None. 
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