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December 20, 2010








To:	Brian Gale, Chairman


	 BBRS





Re:	Dec Public Hearing Proposals


2010- 12-11


Fire Protection of Floors








Dear Sir:





Please accept this document as evidence for NOT Supporting the new section, R501.3, which is currently being proposed.





The reasons are as follows: on December 14th, your committee had heard testimony on this subject from various individuals for both pro and con.  Open floor assemblies have been the accepted choice of construction for the past 30 plus years.





For over 30 plus years, this was never an issue in the industry.  Where is the supporting evidence to show that this proposal is now necessary?  One would think that evidence, beyond evidence based on emotional wishes, would be necessary to show the need for a change such as this.





In the area of exemptions; “Wood floor assemblies using dimension lumber or structural composite lumber equal to or greater than 2-inch by 10-inch nominal dimension, or other approved floor assemblies demonstrating equivalent fire performance”… this may have an effect upon the span table and its purpose in the code.  Would this not require more discussion so that its impact is fully understood by the Board?


In closing, I ask the Board not to support this proposal, for the reasons as stated above, for there is no evidence to support the need to create a new section to the Massachusetts State Building Code.








Sincerely,











Michael Mendoza





President


South Eastern Massachusetts Building Officials











