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CMR 780
Stretch Sprinkler Code
Fire Protection of Floors

One of the mandates of the BBRS is to asses the cost of a code change proposal and it’s affect on the affordability
of housing. This is for the protection of the consumer. I have attended many BBRS hearings both as a builder
and a member of the BBRS. 1don’t ever remember a consumer, the group that is most affected by the building
code, testify on any code change proposals and how they might affect their ability to purchase a new home. All I
have ever seen are special interest groups.

In the thirty years I have been in the home building business I have never thought the building code had much of
an impact on the cost of housing until the adoption of the 7" edition. I have put together a cost analysis for a
1,924 SF first time home buyer home. All the finishes are the same so as far as the consumer is concerned it is the
same house. The differences in cost are a result of building code changes. All costs are exclusive of lot, water
and sewer. I have broken the cost to the consumer out as follows to illustrate the impact of the code changes on
affordability.

1) If we were still using the 6™ edition of the code
2) Under the 7™ edition with its various provisions
3) Under the proposed 8" edition with its various provisions

Under the 6™ edition $264,491 (anywhere in my market area)

Under the 7™ edition the cost goes up as follows.

Standard area: $277,940 an increase of $13,449 or 5% over the 6™ edition
Stretch Code: $283,064 an increase of $18,573 or 7% over the 6™ edition
Within 1 mile of the water $290,469 an increase of $25,978 or 9.8% over the 6% edition

Stretch code / 1 mile of water ~ $295,592 an increase of $31,101 or 11.75% over the 6% edition
Under the proposed 8" edition the cost goes up as follows

Standard area: $290,946 an increase of $26,455 or 10% over the 6" edition

Stretch Code: $297,386 an increase of $32,895 or 12.44% over the 6™ edition
Within 1 mile of the water $303,474 an increase of $38,983 or 14.74% over the 6™ edition
Stretch code / 1 mile of water ~ $308,598 an increase of $44,107 or 16.68% over the 6™ edition

If the 8™ edition of the code is adopted with the proposed amendments under the best case scenario it will increase
the cost of this starter home by over $26,000 or 10% over the cost under the 6™ edition. In a worst case scenario it
will increase the cost by over $44,000 or almost 17% over the cost under the 6™ edition.



As far as the consumer is concerned they will have to pay between $26,000 and $44,000 more for what to them
will be the same house, same kitchen, plumbing fixtures, siding ect. because of changes to the building code.
They will have to have put between $2,600 and $4,400 more down and have to qualify for between $23,000 and
$39,000 for a mortgage. This is the last thing the prospective home buyer or the State of MA needs in this
economy.
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Building Code Cost Comparisons

6th edition versus 7th and proposed 8th editions

The information below compares the current costs for the attached 1,924 SF colonial
if it were built under the 6th edition of the building code versus the 7th edition and the proposed 8th edition

Standard

Stretch Code

Within 1 mile of water

Stretch Code / mile of the water

6th Edition
Cost

264,491
264,491
264,491
264,491

7th Edition
Cost

277,940
283,064
290,469
295,592

Cost
Increase

13,449
18,573
25,978
31,101

%

Increase

5.08%
7.02%
9.82%
11.76%

8th Edition
Cost

290,946
297,386
303,474
308,598

Cost
Increase

26,455
32,895
38,983
44,107

%
Increase

10.00%
12.44%
14.74%
16.68%



{HIHEAI

ONT ELeVATION « <LALe ' (ter




508

WAL

P Poow

Prevses Foocu

V2o

V:L:LE Zoom

/-L* . 5.0

240" K

SCALS
DE s L
JOB NO.

FilesT FLoor PLan sy Lo




A G

acaLe
TR Dy (b




