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Proposed “Stretch” Sprinkler Code

JOINT STATEMENT OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS© & THE GREATER BOSTON REAL ESTATE BOARD

On behalf of our more than 25,000 licensed member professionals, the Massachusetts Association of Realtors® and the Greater Boston Real Estate Board hereby express their concerns regarding the adoption of the Proposed Massachusetts “Stretch” Sprinkler Code.
We support uniform statewide building code and feel it is fundamental to fostering a stable environment in which our members can thrive and new housing development is encouraged.  

We oppose allowing all 351 communities in Massachusetts to choose by local option, whether or not to adopt these requirements.  This system imposes enormous risk on a developer, without reliable and consistent standards for new construction.  Unlike the adoption of the statewide building code, this opt-in system leaves a developer without any way to predict if it will be adopted.  Relying on volunteer committees, operating without a clear mandate, or specific timeframe, by a vote of town meeting is an invitation for confusion and delay.  Local restrictions undermine a free market’s ability to meet demand and are often used by communities as growth controls.  This is particularly the case in the construction of single family homes.  It is not unreasonable to assume the same communities that have utilized wetlands bylaws, septic regulations and zoning to stifle the production of housing will see the adoption of local option sprinkler codes as yet another opportunity to discourage development. 

Our organizations have consistently supported enhancements in fire safety and prevention as evidenced by our work with the Legislature on the carbon monoxide detector law, and with the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations/Department of Fire Services on the recent smoke detector regulations.  We urge regulators to re-consider making this at the option of the local community.  
We thank you for considering our concerns. Should you have questions for us, please do not hesitate to contact Steve Ryan at (781) 839-5506 and/or Patricia Baumer at (617) 399-7858.
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