Pro

From: Larry Shaw [mailto:larry@blsi.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 8:38 PM
To: Guigli, Mike (DPS)
Subject: Home Sprinklers

Dear Mr. Guigli,

I’m writing to you as a resident of Massachusetts and as an owner of a 30,000 SF commercial building in Boston. Because I want to better protect the citizens and firefighters of Massachusetts from fire (and BTW I was not coerced by anybody or required to have sprinklers nor am I in any way connected with the sprinkler business) I have had retrofitted full sprinkler systems installed in my building and the similar size one I used to own. This is my own money and I think it is well worth the substantial cost for these systems to not feel responsible for injuries or death because I was trying to save a few bucks. I intend to have sprinklers retrofitted into my newly bought 1960’s home; already I had line powered monitored smoke, heat and CO detectors installed. If a total non-fire-professional like me can see that sprinklers are extremely valuable I can’t imagine why your board can’t. If I’m missing something and sprinklers are not a terrific aid to preventing injuries and saving lives in fires please let me know and when I buy my next building I can save some serious money and blow it at the casinos the legislature is hell-bent to get. 

As I understand it every model building code in the country includes the provision for fire sprinklers in new one and two family homes. This minimum level of safety makes sense. It saves lives, reduces injuries and lessens the amount of property damage from fire. The facts I’ve been told are clear: 

· The risk of dying decreases by about 80 percent when sprinklers are present in the home in the event of a reported fire. 

· People in homes with sprinklers are protected against significant property loss—sprinklers reduce the average property loss by 71 percent per fire. It’s probably more in bigger homes like mine. 

· Property is protected from destruction—meaning that families who survive a fire will also have a place to live and enough resources to continue living their lives as they did before.  

· The cost of installing home fire sprinklers averages $1.61 per square foot for new construction—similar to what is spent on carpet upgrades or a whirlpool bath that most people hardly use anyway. 

· The BBRS recently promulgated the Massachusetts building code and took out this critical provision. It is a dangerous precedent to go below the established minimum level of safety other areas have and puts all of us in Massachusetts at higher risk for the sake of saving not much money.

I urge you in the strongest way to add it back in (or at a minimum add it back in and push out the effective date to provide more time for it to be implemented). Your action will better protect the citizens of Massachusetts and its firefighters for generations to come, which I would think is your main goal.

Thanks for your consideration.
 

Best regards,

 
Larry Shaw, CTS 
 
Boston Light & Sound, Inc.

From: chief@acushnetfire.com [mailto:chief@acushnetfire.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 8:37 AM
To: Guigli, Mike (DPS); Anderson, Robert (DPS); Travers Timothy; Coan, Stephen (DFS); Rodrique, Timothee (DFS)
Subject: Sprinkler public comment

Mike:

Attached http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/images/stories/pdfs/BucksCountyReport.pdf
is a recently released report on the residential fire sprinkler experience in Bucks County, Pennsylvania.

If possible I would like a copy to go to all BBRS members and be included in the public comments for the December meeting.

Thanks.

Kevin

Chief Kevin A. Gallagher
Acushnet Fire & EMS Department
24 Russell Street
Acushnet, MA 02743
508-998-0250 (Fire Division)
508-998-0235 (EMS Division)

From: Denise Connelly [mailto:connelly.denise@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2011 10:38 AM
To: building@townoforange.org; Anderson, Robert (DPS); Riley, Tom (DPS); Finocchio, Don (DPS); Guigli, Mike (DPS)
Subject: Home Sprinklers

I write to you today because I want to better protect the citizens and firefighters of Massachusetts from fire. Every model building code in the country includes the provision for fire sprinklers in new one and two family homes. This minimum level of safety makes sense. It saves lives, reduces injuries and lessens the amount of property damage from fire. The facts are clear: 

· The risk of dying decreases by about 80 percent when sprinklers are present in the home in the event of a reported fire. 

· People in homes with sprinklers are protected against significant property loss—sprinklers reduce the average property loss by 71 percent per fire. 

· Property is protected from destruction—meaning that families who survive a fire will also have a place to live and enough resources to continue living their lives as they did before. 

· Only the sprinkler closest to the fire will activate, spraying water directly on the fire. 

· The cost of installing home fire sprinklers averages $1.61 per square foot for new construction—similar to what is spent on carpet upgrades or a whirlpool bath. 

· The BBRS recently promulgated the Massachusetts building code and took out this critical provision. It is a dangerous precedent to go below the established minimum level of safety and puts all of us in Massachusetts at risk. 

I urge you to add it back in or at a minimum add it back in and push out the effective date to provide more time for it to be implemented. Your action will better protect the citizens of Massachusetts and its firefighters for generations.

 

Regards

Denise Connelly
(Same email as above)
Michael Joanis, PE

Covenant Fire Protection

(Letter contains same text as email above)
David A. LaFond

Chief of Chelsea Fire Department

(Same email as above)
Anne K. Mahaney, President

Quality Emergency Vehicles, Inc.
(Same email as above)
Amy Acton 

Phoenix Society for Burn Survivors

