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A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, April 10, 2012 in the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108.

PRESENT

Brian Gale (BG), Chair– Building Official from a Town

Alexander MacLeod (SM), Vice-Chair - Registered Architect

Rob Anderson (RA) 




-Chief of Inspections- Buildings



Richard Crowley (RC) -Building Trades 

Kevin Gallagher (KG)




-Head of a Local Fire Department

Gary Moccia (GM), - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)

Douglas Semple (DS)




-Building Official from a City

Stanley Shuman (SS)





-General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings 

Harry Smith (HS)




-One- and Two-Family Homebuilders
Timothee Rodrique (TR) – Designees for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS

ABSENT

Jerry Ludwig (JL)


-Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical)
Tom Riley (TMR), Mike Guigli (MSG), Don Finocchio (DF), and Todd Grossman from DPS were present as well as others as indicated on the attendance sheet, which is on file at the Board. These minutes contain some record of discussion but essentially just motions*, seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or discussed at this meeting are listed in, or below, this table of minutes. 

*Motion, Second, All (if unanimous BBRS vote)

	Old Business (OB) 
	Time

	Chairperson BG called the meeting to order
	1:05  

	OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes March 13, 2012 (approved April 10, 2012).doc’  (DS, RC, All)   Note: the words ‘action against’ were inserted before ‘surety’ in OB#2a.
	1:06  

	OB #2. Actions from previous BBRS Meetings 

a.  Staff informed the BBRS that GAC, SAC, and C34AC have completed, and that FPFP is still in process with, the Model 15 effort.

b.  After discussion on each pending legislation item the BBRS (with the exception of RA and TR, who abstained from all voting) voted ‘in favor of’ or ‘opposed to’ or ‘abstained from’ motions as indicated in the table below. After voting was complete the BBRS directed Staff to issue a letter on this topic to legislators who sponsor the bill, EOPSS Secretary Heffernan, Committee chairs and co-chairs, and DPS Commissioner Gatzunis. Also the BBRS directed FPFP to consider technical and costs issues with HB1553 and if appropriate submit a code change proposal. (DS, HS, All) 1:36 
c.  BBRS approved the guidelines, found in ‘CSL_Complaint_Hearings_Guidelines_2012_04_10.doc’ as amended, used by Chris Popov when discipline is required as a result of a CSL complaint hearing.  (HS, DS, All) 3:07
d.  BBRS approved the checklist, found in ‘Appeals Board Checklist_2012_04_10.doc’ as amended, which is now a form to be submitted to Staff for all decisions from the several active, local building code appeal boards.  (DS, HS, All) 3:09 
	

	OB #3 

a. After discussion the BBRS approved an action for Staff to forward to BBRS the original code change proposals on 780 CMR Chapter 1 and to work with proponents to address key issues and to streamline amendments. (DS, HS, All) 3:15
b.  After discussion and testimony on the new Stretch Energy code, which is being developed, the BBRS took no votes or actions. (2:19 to 3:00)
	

	New Business (NB) or Other

	NB #1: BBRS approved 67 new CSLs issued between March 8, 2012 and April 4, 2012 (SM, GM, All) 
	3:16

	NB #1: BBRS approved reinstatement of CSL beyond the one-year expiration period for: (HS,SM, All)

Robert W. Casaletto CSL 74468 with medical justification

Ronald Gibson CSL 39094 with medical justification

Kenny Fairbrother  CSL 4949 with medical justification when final paperwork is received

Reggie Osseiran CSL 72990 with medical justification when final paperwork is received
Jonathan Burke CSL 75970 with military leave justification when final paperwork is received
	3:16

	NB #3 BBRS approved the request of Dave Kilfoil and Scott Shurtleff for qualifications to sit for the CSL exam. (SM, GM, All)
	3:17

	NB #4 BBRS approved the recommendations and imposed the actions contained in  ‘bocc_march_7_2012_meeting_minutes.doc’ . (DS, GM, All) 
	3:18

	NB #7 Manufactured Buildings and TPIA Recertification Reviews
Discussion on this topic centered around the authority Steve Kennealy (SK) has to approve recertification applications upon receipt of 1. a completed application, 2. payment, 3. 
Quality Assurance Manual Information, 
4. disclosure of any termination, actions against surety, litigation, sanctions, revocations of certifications, or other actions in process or within the past 3 years, anywhere in the USA and 5.
 certifications for MA tax & corporation filing and that for applications already received, without items 4 and 5, SK may approve them conditionally for 60 days. (3:19 start) 
	

	NB #8

a.  BBRS approved remote participation of its members as described in ‘Open_Meeting_Law_29.10_Remote_Participation_2012_04_10.doc’ (DS, HS, All) 3:40
b.  After discussion Staff was directed to forward information from building officials which is addressed to the BBRS.  
	

	BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (DS, GM, All)
	3:46


	Bill ID#
	Summary
	BBRS Motions, Seconds, and Votes a,b

	HB648
	Grants tech requirements for smoke detectors to the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations (BFPR) upon building sale or transfer
	‘Not opposed to’ by DS and TR but only if the bill contains an amendment that exempts buildings with systems updated within the past 5 years. 

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,RC,&KG 

(1:23 p.m.) 

	HB660
	The entire proposed change is included here:

Chapter 148, is hereby amended by adding, after section 4, the following new section:-

Section 4A Applicability of the fire laws and fire code in buildings owned or controlled by the Commonwealth. (1) Every building owned or controlled by the Commonwealth shall conform to all fire safety standards established under the provisions of this chapter and the rules and regulations of the Board. This section shall not require such buildings to comply with the provisions of any local option law adopted pursuant to this chapter. (2) The marshal, or any person to whom the marshal may delegate his authority in writing, including the head of the fire department, shall enforce the provisions of this chapter or the rules and regulations of the board with respect to buildings owned or controlled by the Commonwealth. (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of any law to the contrary, the marshal shall resolve any disputes or appeals arising out of the enforcement activities pursuant to this section, except those actions arising out of the enforcement of section 26A½ or 26G½. The decision of the marshal shall be final.
	‘Take no action’ by HS and DS

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,RC,&KG 

(1:30 p.m.)   

	HB1550
	Ensures fire safety in state buildings; requires compliance, relative to installing automatic sprinkler systems, for any addition or major alterations which total in the aggregate more than 7500 square feet in floor area in any building or structure owned by the commonwealth, no later than January 1, 2013.
	‘Take no action’ by DS and HS 

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,RC,&KG 

(1:32 p.m.)   

	HB1553
	Changes the current statute to require CO detection in every dwelling, building, or structure; current mandate is only residential. Still allows exception for those without fossil fuel burning equipment or enclosed parking. This change would apply to all new construction and existing buildings. 
	‘Opposed to’ by GM and SM

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,RC,&KG 

(1:43 p.m.)   

	HB1558
	Local option law allowing Municipal Fire Chiefs to select form of fire protection supervision
	‘Opposed to’ by DS and HS

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,&RC

↓KG 

(1:46 p.m.)   

	HB2406
	Eliminates BBRS authority to promulgate regulations pertaining to fire protection systems and places that authority in a Fire Safety Code
	‘Opposed to’ by GM and HS

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,RC,&KG 

(1:47 p.m.)   

	HB3167
	Classifies dormitories, fraternity houses and sorority houses as lodging or boarding houses subject to regulations mandating use of automatic sprinklers.
	‘Opposed to’ by HS and SM

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,&RC

↓KG 

(1:50 p.m.)   

	HB3371
	Requires approval by the state fire marshal, the department of fire service or any state or municipal agency for the sale or use of equipment using radioactive technology for the purpose of detecting smoke or fire, whether it is used in conjunction with other technologies or alone. Ionization detectors use radioactive materials; photoelectric do not. 
	‘Opposed to’ by HS and SM

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,&RC

Abstain, KG 

(1:55 p.m.)   

	HB3548
	Requires condominiums to have smoke and heat detectors and requires annual inspection of same by the head of the city and town fire departments for compliance.
	‘Opposed to’ by HS and GM

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,&RC

Abstain, KG 

(2:00 p.m.)   

	SB1210
	Includes, but is not limited to, any building to be utilized as senior housing, regardless of date of construction; prohibits the state to expend more than $20M per year the provisions of this section relating to automatic sprinkler systems in senior housing.
	‘Opposed to’ by SM and RC

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,&RC

↓KG&HS 

 (2:10 p.m.)   

	SB1244
	Establishes a fire prevention regulations appeals board; directs whoever is aggrieved by any act, rule, order, decision, requirement by those entities charged with the enforcement of the state fire code, to appeal therefrom to the appeals board as prescribed herein; articulates that an appeal shall stay all proceedings in the furtherance of the action or failure to act which is the subject of the appeal, unless evidence is shown that a stay would cause imminent peril of life or property.
	See SB2168

	SB1251
	Assumed same as HB648
	‘Not opposed to’ by DS and HS but only if the bill contains an amendment that exempts buildings with systems updated within the past 5 years. 

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,RC,&KG 

(2:18 p.m.)

	SB 1566
	Requires promulgation of regulations for the oversight and licensing of manufactured buildings, the manufacturers and TPIAs; allows third party inspection agencies to be delegated for inspectional duties related to manufactured buildings; deems buildings and components built in accordance with the SBC presumed to comply w/ specialized codes; develops requirements and courses of instruction relative to the continuing education of licensed manufactured building companies and licensed third party inspection agencies; adds fining capabilities; adds retained revenue account.
	‘Not opposed to’ by DS and RC 

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,RC,&KG 

(2:19 p.m.)   

	SB2168
	An Act establishing the Fire Prevention Regulations Appeals Board
	‘Not opposed to’  this bill in place of SB1244 by DS and HS 

↑GM,BG,SM,DS,SS,HS,RC,&KG 

(2:17 p.m.)   

	a. Rob Anderson, designee of DPS Commissioner Gatzunis and Timothee Rodrique, designee of State Fire Marshal Coan abstained from all votes. 

b. ↑ indicates a vote in favor of, and ↓ indicates a vote against, the motion



