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Minutes
Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS)
Pearl St. Room, Boston Society of Architects @ 290 Congress St, Boston, MA 02210  
April 8, 2014, 1:00 p.m.
1. BG opened the meeting (1:01), took roll call, and called for a moment of silence to recognize Boston Lt. Ed Walsh and Firefighter Michael Kennedy. He then commented on the importance of building safety and read a proclamation to be used to recognize May 2014 as building safety month and he is working with RA to issue it and BBRS approved this action (KG, TP, All) 1:06   
a. Brian Gale Chair (BG)

x present  ( absent

b. Richard Crowley V-Chair (RC)
x present  ( absent

c. Robert Anderson (RA)

x present  ( absent

d. Kevin Gallagher (KG)

x present  ( absent

e. Jerry Ludwig (JL) at 1:10
x present  ( absent

f. Alexander MacLeod (SM)
x present  ( absent

g. Gary Moccia (GM)

( present  x absent

h. Thomas Perry (TP)

x present  ( absent
i. Timothee Rodrique (TR)
x present  ( absent
j. Stanley Shuman (SS)

x present  ( absent
k. Harry Smith (HS)

x present  ( absent
Among others in attendance were Deirdre Ann Hosler (DH), Don Finocchio (DF), and Mike Guigli (MG) from DPS. General note on format: votes are noted as (Motion by, Second by, All) if the vote is unanimous followed by the time.
2. BBRS reviewed minutes from the previous meeting on March 11, 2014 and approved Exhibit A. (RC, SM, All) 1:07 

There were two minor edits of the minutes that were approved. 

3. Status update or review and/or approval of action items from previous meetings:
a. MG displayed the white paper on cost and effectiveness of energy conservation systems in 3 to 6 unit residential buildings (Exhibit B) and prior to proceeding through it noted that it was only in rough draft form and that a DPS review has not been done. Several key findings of the paper were reviewed including the relatively minor effect on energy conservation due to changes in fenestration U-factor from .35 to .32, 1st floor insulation from R-19 to R-30, and ceiling insulation from R-38 to R-49 and the significant effect produced by reducing air leakage . There was some discussion on the purpose of the white paper. After comments by KG and TR on the process RA described how other papers in the past were generated by staff or teams, including the paper on sprinklers in one and two family dwelling which was developed by a committee. DH noted that the paper gathered data and facts and then conclusions and recommendations were drawn from the data and facts. She noted that the BBRS can challenge or endorse the data, the facts, or the conclusions and recommendations. BG requested that the white paper on fire protection be released for public comment. TR noted that a section on effectiveness of sprinkler systems be incorporated. BBRS approved release of the fire protection white paper approved at the March meeting to the DPS web page for public comment for 60 days (RC, SM, All) 1:47 Staff took an action to incorporate a section on sprinkler effectiveness for consideration at the May 13 BBRS meeting.  BG also directed Staff to place the energy conservation white paper on the agenda for the May 13 BBRS meeting. 
b. An official interpretation to clarify the governing code on exterior walls was discussed. The interpretation noted that 780 CMR governs for various reasons including the fact that the 780 CMR controls the engineering and design requirements of exterior walls and that various codes under the control of the BBRS also regulate exterior walls. RA noted that he would prefer the interpretation be tabled because it needs further edits and he made a motion to this effect. DH concurred and stated that the interpretation needed further legal analysis. After hearing comments from audience including but not limited to sheet metal proponents and contractors who install exterior wall panels, the BBRS did not approve tabling of the official interpretation of exterior walls (RA, TR, Not Approved) RC, JL, SM, TP, SS, HS↓ and RA, TR, KG↑ (2:18) and then the BBRS approved the interpretation of exterior walls found in Exhibit C and posting of it to the DPS website. (RC, SM, Approved) RC, JL, SM, TP, SS, HS↑ and RA, TR, KG↓. (2:19) 

c. An official interpretation to further clarify the floor fire protection amendment was reviewed. Most discussion centered on the second sentence of the first answer, which had no technical merit, created a double negative, and reduced clarity. A suggestion to delete the sentence was made and then the BBRS approved Exhibit D as amended. (KG, TP, All) 2:33

4. Code change proposals and related items:

a. Staff noted that Chapter 1, 2, 5, 9 and 34 regulations approved last month will have an effective date of April 11, 2014 and the radon proposal will likely have a June 8 public hearing.  

b. A single code change proposal from the public hearing on February 11, 2014 remained opened from last month.
i. Discussion ensued on the proposal to reduce the draft stopping area in the residential code. A photograph supplied by KG was viewed and it showed insulation in the ceiling joists, which he noted may be a compliance path for reducing the draft stopping area. HS noted some concerns about the cost of the proposal, and SM reiterated his concerns about this requirement applying to stick built homes. Walter Sullivan who was representing the manufactured home builders noted that no other state in the USA imposes a requirement to reduce the area of interstitial spaces between the floors and ceilings. KG made a motion for final approval of the proposal and it was seconded by TR. After more discussion with KG making note that the BBRS was possibly in disfavor of the proposal he withdrew his motion and suggested instead that the proposal be tabled. The BBRS approved tabling of this proposal (presented as Exhibit J last month) until May 13 when new information may be available for consideration. (TR, HS, All) 2:53

5. BBRS approved of 73 new CSLs that were issued in the month of March 2014. (TR, HS, All) 
6. The BBRS reviewed and approved items 1 and 2 in Exhibit E which included a reinstatement of and/or waiver of required continuing education for Construction Supervisor License (CSL) for:

i. medical issues or military leave, and
ii. reactivation of CSL expired beyond the one year grace period, and

iii. until such time, at least six months, that 780 CMR 110 R5 is updated to reflect same.  (RC, HS, All) 3:01
7. BBRS approved and endorsed the actions and recommendations in the Building Official Certification Committee minutes from January and March 2014. These minutes were emailed to the BBRS but were not viewed today. For record keeping purposes the March minutes are indicated below as Exhibit F. (TR, TP, All) 3:05
8. BBRS approved either new applications and/or renewal of Concrete Testing Laboratories as follows:

a. R. J. Kenney Associates, Inc., 72 Washington St., Plainville, MA  02760

b. PK Associates, Inc., dba Briggs Engineering & Testing, 100 Weymouth St., Unit H2, Rockland, MA 02370

c. Independent Materials Testing Laboratories, Inc., 57 North Washington St., Plainville, CT  06062

d. R. W. Gillespie & Associates, Inc. 86 Industrial Park Rd., Suite 4, Saco, ME  04072

e. Boston Testing, 202 B Rover St., Everett, MA  02149
f. Briggs Engineering & Testing, 100 Pound Rd., Cumberland, RI  02864…(TR, HS, All) 3:05
9. This item pertained to pending legislation associated with building requirements that may affect the building code. RA and then TR noted that they will abstain from this agenda item. It was suggested that action be taken similar to what was done two years ago, which was issuance of a letter to the Co-Chairs of the Joint Committee on Public Safety.  DH stated that the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS) expects all proposed testimony to be sent for its approval by DPS Legal, but noted that as citizens of the Commonwealth, BBRS members retain their free speech rights.  BBRS approved issuance of a letter to the Co-Chairs of the Joint Committee on Public Safety indicating the role of the BBRS and its desire to meet and work with the committee on the matter of building requirements. (RS, HA, Approved) with RA and TR abstaining. (3:16) 

10. The BBRS issued a letter in March 2014 to municipal appointing authorities pertaining to the position of building officials in the hierarchy of the municipal organizational chart. Staff noted that feedback from one city has been received. And Staff was looking for some guidance on how to respond to comments on what actions municipalities are taking. TR noted that staff could respond that internal actions be reviewed by town council and TP noted that the MA Municipal Management Association (MMMA) is not clear on the building official role within municipalities. No action by the BBRS was taken on this agenda item. 
11. Staff noted that phone calls and questions arise often on whether or not a CSL is required for individuals or companies that work on towers owned by cell phone providers for example. BBRS approved and affirmed that construction control governs communication tower construction and/or alterations on foundations or on buildings and that a construction supervisor license is not required but that licenses by other boards or commissions may be required. (TR, SM, All) 3:22
12. Staff noted that two items need to be reviewed by the Structural Advisory Committee (SAC) including:
a. minimum requirements of steel reinforcing for concrete and 
b. Chapter 34, MA amendment 907.3.1 concerning triggers for seismic upgrades when a change of occupancy occurs, and
c. TR requested that if possible SAC should look into the topic of reduced strength of wood members.   
13. There were no matters not reasonably anticipated 2 business days in advance of meeting.
14. Adjournment of the meeting was approved. (SM, HS, All) 3:27
Exhibits 
(listed as file names)
A. BBRS Minutes March 11, 2014 (Approved April 8, 2014)
B. White Paper_Draft Outline_Energy_Rev_G
C. 2014_02_Official_Interpretation_Exterior_Walls_(Approved)
D. 2014_03_Official_Interpretation_Floor_Protection_R503.1_(Approved) 
E. CSL Reinstatements for Medical Military_Final Draft
F. BOCC_March_5_2014_meeting_minutes
