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A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, December 10, 2013 at the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108
PRESENT

Alexander MacLeod (SM), Chair - Registered Architect

Brian Gale (BG), Vice-Chair– Building Official from a Town

Rob Anderson (RA) 




- Chief of Inspections- Buildings



Richard Crowley (RC) - Building Trades 

Kevin Gallagher (KG)




- Head of a Local Fire Department

Gary Moccia (GM) - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)

Thomas Perry (TP)




-Building Official from a City
Timothee Rodrique (TR) – Designee for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS

ABSENT

Jerry Ludwig (JL)


- Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical)
Stanley Shuman (SS)





- General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings 

Harry Smith (HS)




- One- and Two-Family Homebuilders
Deirdre Ann Hosler (DH), Don Finocchio (DF), Tom Riley (TMR) and Mike Guigli (MSG) from DPS were present as well as others as indicated on the attendance sheet, which is on file at DPS. These minutes contain summaries of discussion and record of motions*, seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or discussed at this meeting are shown in, or below, this table of minutes. 

*(Motion, Second, All, if unanimous BBRS vote)

	Old Business (OB)
	Time1

	SM opened the meeting.
	1:05

	OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes November 12, 2013 (approved December 10 2013)’ which contains the edits recommended by TR and reviewed by the BBRS (RA, KG, All) 
	1:08

	OB #2. Actions from previous BBRS Meetings; 
a.  BBRS approved (BG, GM, All) 1:11 this policy on waiver of continuing education for CSL reinstatements: BBRS policy for construction supervisor license (CSL) reinstatement with medical or military leave justification shall include a waiver of continuing requirements for the same time period for which the reinstatement applies. For example, an applicant returns to civilian life from active military duty and submits a reinstatement request for her CSL which expired in Nov 2011. With BBRS approval the CSL shall be reinstated to Nov 2015 for a fee of $100 without a requirement for a certificate for continuing education. 
b. After reviewing the required 2013 actions2 for Signature builders and hearing testimony from Steve Kennealy on his review of units shipped to MA the BBRS approved closure of all actions for Signature Builders (RC, BG, All) 1:13
	

	OB #3 Discussion and votes on 780 CMR code change proposals:
a.  The BBRS was informed that the list below contains the complete inventory of BBRS code change proposals at various stages in the promulgation process. To assure that this process is followed Staff recommended that the first seven proposals (i to vii) be considered for public hearing even though votes to move them to promulgation have been made at previous meetings. Proposal i. was discussed with pro and con perspectives and TR went through a list of various sections that he had issues with. Proposal ii was discussed and MSG provided results of a benchmark study3,4 pertaining to the sprinklering of existing residential buildings under the 8th edition vs. the requirements of the 7th edition. After review of data provided by 6 cities the BBRS approved closure of the benchmark study (RC, BG, All) 2:35 and to address additional concerns raised by TR the BBRS approved an action for staff to author a White Paper on fire protection of existing residential buildings based on a study of fire safety data and cost of construction data and use the benchmark data if necessary (RC, GM, All) 2:36.  A revision to allow an exception to Proposal iv was recommended by KG. This exception would allow the void space to be filled with non combustible insulation.  Proposal viii was viewed for the first time at the meeting and background on its development was provided by DF. Staff recommended that proposal ix be tabled until the Model 15 Chapter 9 rewrite (proposal vi) is up for final vote, because filing it now may create confusion since it duplicates language in the Model 15 Chapter 9 proposal. A record of the BBRS approvals on each code amendment proposal is found below:
Move to Public Hearing:

i. 2013_04, 1.0, embeded amends and constrctn contrl_redline_Rev_A_Board_up_&_IFC

(RC, BG, Approved with an abstain from TR) 1:57

ii. 2012 06 34 0 Existing Buildings redline_SAC_C34AC_Rev_H_and_Public_Comment_with_notes

(RC, BG, All) 2:07

iii. 2011_11_03, 9.15, emerg responder radio coverage_redline  (BG, GM, All) 2:41
iv. 2011_05_04, 51.0 (R3.02.12) draft stopping_redline   approved w/ insulation exception (KG, TR, All) 2:40 
v. 2013_05, 2.0, RDP in charge definition_redline               (approved as a block with proposal iii) 2:41
vi. 2013_06 9.0 FPFP Model 15_redline                                  (approved as a block with proposal iii) 2:41
vii. 2013_07_5.04.2, R-use height increase_redline                (approved as a block with proposal iii) 2:41
Staff to forward draft proposal and relevant documents to BBRS for consideration in January 2014: 2:45
viii. 2013_10_Chapter_51_Appendix_F_Radon_Control_Methods_Staff_12_10_2013

Table filing with Secretary of State until proposal vi is considered for final vote: 

ix. 2011 11 15, 9.0, Authority of Building and Fire Officials, redline (RC, TP, Approved) TR & KG↓
Final promulgation and filing with the Secretary of State:
x. 2010_12_11, 51.0 (R5.01.3) floor fire protection_redline with fully effective date July 1 2014 (TR, KG, All)
xi. 2013_02, 35.0, Reference Standards_redline                          (TR, KG, All) 2:51
xii. 2013_03, 51.0 (R44.0 Reference Standards)_redline              (approved as a block with proposal xi) 2:51 
	1:38 to 3:53 

	New Business (NB)
	

	NB #1: BBRS approved new CSLs: 58 issued for the month of November 2013 (TR, BG, All) 
	2:53

	NB #2: BBRS approved CSL reinstatements including a waiver of Continuing Education requirements for the current renewal cycle for Sheldon J Berenson CS-0088269 with medical justification. (BG, RA, All)
	2:54

	NB #7 Other new business:

a.  RA in the past provided the BBRS and today the BBRS viewed with a document5 on the enabling legislation for the authority of the BBRS to review the cost of construction. He noted it is important for each member to understand this and other legislative powers and duties of the BBRS. Accordingly, in future meetings he will review other pertinent statutes. 

b.  Staff informed the BBRS of a recommendation by the Chapter 34 Advisory Committee for the BBRS to issue an Official Interpretation on some topics contained in Chapter 34 including the investigation and evaluation provision, Table 101.2, Compliance Alternatives, and Change of Occupancy with Separation. A draft is available but not viewed or discussed. Staff will forward the draft to the BBRS for consideration in January and again when the Chapter 34 MA amendment proposal is up for final promulgation vote.  

c.  For 2014 SM nominated BG as Chair. The BBRS approved BG as chair of the BBRS for 2014 (SM, RC, All)

3:01  Two nominations (KG by TR with second by GM and RC by BG with second by TP) were received and seconded for Vice Chair. Since three members were absent it was suggested by  KG that no action on Vice Chair be taken until January 2014. 

d.  Other:
i . RC requested and the BBRS approved a Staff action to draft an official interpretation that indicates components of the building envelope, exterior louvers, and structural metal roofs are items governed by building code and that DH provide legal guidance with respect to the sheet metal code and its overlap.(RC, GM, All) 3:08

ii  RC requested and the BBRS approved a Staff action to draft a letter to municipal appointing authorities.   on the reporting hierarchy for building officials.   The Board authorized providing the statue only. (RC, GM, All) 3:13

iii  Charles Dinezio provided the BBRS a primer of the acts of 802 and his perspective on how the BBRS communicated its important messages in the past and how today the BBRS seems to be prevented from doing so. 
	

	BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (BG, TR, All)
	3:20


Notes : 1. Time is E.S.T.  2.  ‘BBRS_Actions_Signature_Builders_(approved)’ 3. ‘Benchmark_8th_vs_7th_Residential_Sprinklers_text’ 

 4. ‘Benchmark_8th_vs_7th_Residential_Sprinklers_charts’            5. ‘BBRS_Cost_of_Construction_Authority’
