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A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, February 14, 2012 in the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108.

PRESENT

Brian Gale (BG), Chair– Building Official from a Town

Alexander MacLeod (SM), Vice-Chair - Registered Architect

Rob Anderson (RA) 




-Chief of Inspections- Buildings



Richard Crowley (RC) -Building Trades 

Kevin Gallagher (KG)




-Head of a Local Fire Department

Jerry Ludwig (JL)


-Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical)
Gary Moccia (GM), - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)

Stanley Shuman (SS)





-General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings 

Harry Smith (HS)




-One- and Two-Family Homebuilders
Timothee Rodrique (TR) – Designees for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS

ABSENT

Douglas Semple (DS)




-Building Official from a City

Mike Guigli (MSG), Don Finocchio (DF), and Todd Grossman from DPS were present as well as others as indicated on the attendance sheet, which is on file at the Board. These minutes contain some record of discussion but essentially just motions*, seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or discussed at this meeting are listed in, or below, this table of minutes. 

*Motion, Second, All (if unanimous BBRS vote)

	Public Hearing  

	Old Business (OB) 
	Time

	Chairperson BG called the meeting to order
	1:07  

	OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes January 10, 2012 (approved February 14, 2012).doc’ as amended with comments from TR (SM, RA, All) 
	1:10  

	OB #3 

a.
 BG took this agenda item out of order to ensure that it was acted on at today’s meeting. After an introduction on each proposal from DF the BBRS began discussion and votes on code change proposals from the December 13, 2011 public hearing. Thirty proposals were heard at this public hearing and five (items 1 to 5 in file ‘Code Change Proposal Summary for BBRS Public Hearing December_02_14_2012.doc’) were acted on by the BBRS at its January 10, 2012 meeting. BG directed the BBRS to consider each of the remaining 25 proposals today, even though several did not necessarily need action as indicated in this file. Below is found the BBRS motion(s) for each of these proposals (‘move’ means ‘retain in or put into the promulgation process’):  
6. ‘2011_05_02_110.R3_Manuf_Bldgs_Kennealy.doc’: Deny (RA, HS, All) 1:25
7.
 ‘2011_05_04_R302.12_Draft_Stopping_Area_Gallagher.doc’: Move (TR, SM, Approved, HS abstained) 1:43
8.
 ‘2010_12_11_ R501.3_Fire_Protection_of_Floors_Revision_C_MFBO_Public_Comment.doc’: Move (SM, TR, All) 1:52
9.
 ‘2010_12_12_ Appendix_BB_Stretch_Sprinkler_Code_Rodrique_with_OTFRSC_Costs.doc’: Move (KG, TR, not approved and roll call vote requested by TR) TR & KG↑ JL, BG, SM, RC, SS, & HS↓ and RA and GM abstain 2:19. After a Staff request for additional direction this was followed by a motion to Deny (HS, JL, Approved)  RA, JL, BG, SM, RC, SS, & HS↑ TR & KG↓ and GM abstain 2:21
10.
‘2011_05_08_Chapter_13_Lighting_Power_Density_Finlayson.doc’: Move (GM, HS, All) 2:24 
11.
 to 17. After BBRS review and discussion of each of these proposals and consideration of public comment on the CO detection proposal no motions were made to change the BBRS votes in October 2011 which moved each of these proposals to promulgation. 

18. 
‘2010_12_11_ R501.3_Fire_Protection_of_Floors_Rodrique_with_HBAM_Costs.doc’: Deny (HS, KG All) 2:42
19.
 ‘2011_05_01, R311.7.4.4, tread depth.doc’: Deny (HS, SM, All) 2:45
20.
 ‘2011_05_05_906_Portable_Fire_Extinguishers_Duval.doc’ Deny (JL, TR, All) 2:51 and Staff took an action item to issue an FAQ that directs the user to Chapter 34 for existing building requirements. 
21.
 ‘2011_11_03_9.15_Emergency Responder Radio_Bigelow.doc’: Move (TR, KG, All) 2:55
22. Originally proposed by Staff and then removed. No motion required. 
23. 
to 25. ‘2011_11_06_3.07.2_High Hazard Use Definitions_Rodrique.doc’, and  ‘2011_11_07_34.0_EB_1.01.5_H Use Compliance for Existing Bldg_Rodrique.doc’, and 
 ‘2011_11_08_4.14.5.1 Flammable Vapor Alarm_Rodrique.doc’: Staff to incorporate cost information and then Move (TR, HS, All) 3:01
26.
 Originally proposed by Staff and then removed. No motion required.
27.
 ‘2011_11_10_34.0_EB_102.2.1.2_Fire Protection Systems_ CO_Chapt 34 Committee.doc’: Deny (GM, HS, Approved) TR & KG↓ 3:05
28.
 ‘2011_11_12_34.0_EB_907.3.1_Seismic Loads_Chapt 34 Committee.doc’: Deny (HS, GM, All) 3:05
29.
 2011_11_14_35.0_ Reference Standard Code Change.doc: Move on the condition that detailed cost comparisons between proposed standards and current standards are received by Staff on or before  March 16, 2012 and if not then Deny (HS, TR, All) 3:06
30.
 ‘2011_11_16_Chapter 34_Sprinklers_Three_Unit_R-2_Rodrique.doc’: Refer this proposal to the Chapter 34 Advisory Committee (C34AC) for consideration and also direct C34AC to revisit the Chapter 34 sprinkler requirements for existing R-2, three families, and make any changes necessary to be similar to those in the 6th or 7th edition of 780 CMR (TR, GM, All)

	

	OB #3 

b.
 DF provided a status of the sprinkler antifreeze amendment that was approved at the January 10, 2012 meeting. He noted that a change to 780 CMR 51 was not advertised so it necessitates further action by the BBRS to invoke the antifreeze requirements for the residential code. BBRS approved a new emergency amendment to the Residential code (change to the NFPA reference standards in IRC 2009 Chapter 44) to require NFPA 2007 except to allow antifreeze per the requirements of NFPA 13 & 13D 2010 (SM, HS, All) 3:22
c. Ian Finlayson provided a timeline of proposed code adoption of the IECC 2012, along with a table of the key differences between the IECC 2009 and IECC 2012. This information is found in file ‘Memo on IECC2012 bldg energy codes 2-8-12.docx’.  Cost of construction information was requested before the BBRS considers the IECC 2012 for a promulgation vote. Also, Tamara Small (NAIOP) and Patricia Baumer (GBREB) provided ‘GBREB_NAIOP_MAR_HBA_Stretch_Code_Public_Comment.pdf’ and a summary of its 6 bullet points, which requests the BBRS to not adopt a new stretch energy code.  
d. Two code changes pertaining to smoke detectors in the Residential Code were discussed. BBRS moved to promulgation and approved as emergency amendments the two proposal found in file ‘2012_02_Chapter_51_monitoring_&_smokes_ in_existing_buildings.doc’ (HS, TR, All) 3:30 
	

	New Business (NB) or Other

	NB #1: BBRS approved 62 new CSL's  between January 6, 2012 and February 8, 2012. (TR, HS, All) 
	3:31

	NB #2 BBRS approved a request for reinstatement of CSL beyond the one-year expiration period for
Peter Turcotte, CSL#65586 with medical justification. (HS,KG, All)
	3:31

	NB #4 BBRS approved the recommendations and imposed the actions contained in ‘bocc_january_4_2012_meeting_minutes.doc’ and ‘bocc_december_7_2011_meeting_minutes.doc’ . (HS, GM, All) 

Chair BG approved the nomination of Michael Clancy to fill the vacant SEMBOA position on the BOCC. 
	3:33
3:34

	NB #7 (other)

a. MSG noted that ISO reviews of building departments is underway again, and that FAQs are being written to address the most common questions that arise as a result of these periodic reviews. These FAQs will be posted to the DPS website. 

c. Input was received on alternate meeting locations. The Armory in Wellesley was noted as the most convenient non-Boston location. Staff will seek to secure two meetings there this year. W. Springfield was also discussed as a possible one time meeting location but no action was taken. 

d. TG provided a short refresher on the Open Meeting Law and a new option in the law that allows for remote participation. The language that describes this option was provided and a March vote is expected. TG also recommended that no email be exchanged between members. 

e. MSG noted that as a result of a recent movie production in MA and in the spirit of cooperation the Executive Office of Economic Development (EOECD) and DPS (TMR), will work with stakeholders and building officials to review current code requirements to determine if MA amendments are required to address cost and/or life safety issues. This group will include a fire official as well.
f. RA brought up again the time duration of the CSL exam, based on feedback from Ed Carney. After discussion the BBRS voted to retain the current 3 hour CSL exam time duration (TR, GM, Approved with SM and HS↓)  
	

	BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (HS, GM, All)
	



