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Minutes
Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS)
Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston MA 02108
January 13, 2015 at 1:00 p.m.

1. BG opened the meeting (1:13) and took Roll Call as indicated below. Gary Moccia who was in audience, was recognized for his long service to the BBRS by DPS Commissioner Gatzunis and BG and then by the BBRS members, staff, and the audience with a long round of applause. 



a. 



Brian Gale Chair (BG)		x present   absent
Richard Crowley V-Chair (RC)	x present   absent
Robert Anderson (RA)		x present   absent
Kevin Gallagher (KG)		x present   absent
Jerry Ludwig (JL)			x present   absent
Alexander MacLeod (SM)		x present   absent
Structural Engineer (open slot) 	 present   absent
Thomas Perry (TP)		x present   absent
Jacob Nunnemacher* (JN)	x present   absent
Stanley Shuman (SS)		 present  x absent
Harry Smith (HS)			 present  x absent

*JN was the designee for Marshal Coan.
Also in attendance were Tom Riley (TR), Don Finocchio (DF), Deirdre Ann Hosler (DH), and Mike Guigli (MG) from DPS.
General notes on format:
· votes are noted as (Motion by, Second by, All) if the vote, by all member present for the vote, is unanimous followed by the time and
· agenda topics appear herein as numbered but may have been taken out of order as indicated by the time. 

2. The BBRS reviewed and approved the December 9, 2014 meeting minutes as found in Exhibit A with typos as noted by JN and corrected by Staff. (RC, TP, All) 1:21

3. Status update or review and/or approval of action items from previous meetings:
a. Edits to May 13, 2014 white papers on cost and effectiveness of building code requirements in 3 to 6 unit residential buildings was a tabled agenda item. (1:21)
b. RA provided a summary of the report on the DPS review of the Mattapoisett building department as found in Exhibit B. He noted that the review, performed in accordance with Massachusetts General Law (MGL) c 143 § 3A, was intended to examine allegations made in a complaint registered by an individual and that the results of the review did not support the allegations referenced in the complaint. (1:26) 
c. TR provided a draft of code guidance on window replacement for commercial buildings. It was noted that permits sometimes are not pulled for this type of work (BG) and that low bidders may get the job because they do the work without engineer oversight when it may be required by code (TR). The BBRS approved an action to have Exhibits C and D formalized to remove the ‘draft’ and brought back to the BBRS on February 10 for reconsideration. (RC, JN, All) 1:43
d. Exhibit E was displayed which indicated that the ICC has completed its evaluation of ceramic fiber blanket applied to the web of Boise Cascade I-Joists. This configuration in now incorporated into two floor protection Evaluation Service Reports. The fire test results from this configuration were reviewed by the BBRS at the December meeting. As a result of this the BBRS approved Boise Cascade I-Joists conforming to ICC ES ESR-1144 (AJS® Joists) and ESR-1336 (BCI® Joists) as meeting the requirements of 780 CMR 51 section R503.1. (KG, JN, All) 1:48. 
Following this was a discussion of an alternate approach endorsed by APA – The Engineered Wood Association (formally known as the American Plywood Association). HS advocated for this approach at the December meeting on behalf of the Homebuilders and Remodelers Association of MA (HBRAMA). APA has issued System Report SR-405 which allows the use of I-Joists conforming to ASTM D5055 to utilize the configurations outlined in the approved Boise Cascade ESRs. KG noted that this was a reasonable approach. It was noted also that APA is certified under ISO 17065 as is the ICC.  The BBRS approved the APA System Report SR-405 as equivalent to MA amendment 780 CMR 51 section R503.1 provided that the equivalency is supported by a report issued by a certification body accredited under ISO 17065 with the fire performance (ICS 13.220.50) in the scope of the accreditation. (KG, JN, All) 2:01 Additionally, after review and discussion of revisions to the floor fire protection official interpretation the BBRS approved Exhibit F. (JL, TP, All) 2:03
e. Review of enforcement of M.G.L. c. 148, §26G was held as an open action.
f. It was noted that feedback from building officials, builders, designers, and stakeholders indicated that BBRS information should be issued more often. As a result of this e-memos have started to flow from DPS with three being issued since Dec.
g. Staff displayed, on behalf of Steve Kennealy the Director of the Manufactured Buildings Program two summary charts of program activity through 2014 as found in Exhibit G. A chart tracking shipments and complaints since 2005 was discussed and no action was taken. 2:06

4. Review of 780 CMR 9th edition update:
a. Chapter 1: Two minor edits to the Base volume proposal (Exhibit H) were viewed and discussed, and no action was taken.  
b. Chapters 2 to 35 (IBC): BBRS was informed that the MA amendment files are being transformed into ‘redline’ format. In addition several edits to this base volume list of MA amendments were viewed (Exhibit I). These pertained to the consensus that was reached last month and included, but were not limited to: Nightclubs and heat detectors in R-2 Uses. (2:28). Also discussion focused on a MA amendment to R-3 Use care facilities (Section 310.5.1) and allowance to use the requirements of the IRC 2015. After a top to bottom review in December of this amendment file, Staff made sure that this received the attention of the BBRS. It was noted that ‘care facility’ is not defined in the IBC 2015 and DH suggested that staff take an action to define the term if necessary and bring this back for consideration.  (2:28)  
DF noted that some 8th edition Chapter 18 MA amendments have been submitted for consideration at the ICC code hearings for the International Building Code 2018. He noted that Steve Kraemer, the Chair of the Geotechnical Advisory Committee, provided the list of proposals for this submittal.     
c. Chapter 51 (IRC): The BBRS reached unanimous consensus on three topics: 
a. Directing the reader to the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code 2015 (ISPSC) for these requirements. The IRC 2015 does not contain these requirements. The BBRS considered two options; pulling in the requirements as a MA amendment or leaving the IRC 2015 unchanged (which directs the reader to the ISPSC)
b. Not adopt the ‘solar ready’ Appendix 
c. To set the bottom of the lowest floor framing 2 ft. above flood level for the V and Coastal A-Zones which is 1 foot higher than what the IRC 2015 requires and somewhat more stringent than what the 8th edition requires (2 ft. for the V Zone and 1 ft. for Coastal A Zones) 
d. There was no discussion on Chapter 110:.Concrete Test Labs, Manufactured Buildings, Native Lumber, and CSL. 
e. There was no discussion on Appendix 115 AA Stretch Code other than viewing of a draft proposal in item 4b.
f. There was no discussion on Executive Order 485 and BCCC consideration on items 4b to 4e. (3:06) 

5. The BBRS approved 82 new CSLs in the month of December 2014 and medical reinstatement and waiver of continuing education requirements for Sean Waldron CS-091514 and Edward Miano CS-077299.  (SM, TP, All) 

6. The BBRS approved and endorsed the actions and recommendations in the Building Official Certification Committee (BOCC) minutes from December 2014 as found in Exhibit J. (RC, TP, All) 3:07

7. Review of a request from the manufactured builders to allow plans to comply with the code in effect on the date of plan submittal to DPS as opposed to date of permit application to the local building department. There were pro and con points raised but the BBRS took no action other than suggesting that this topic be captured as code language for the 9th edition. 

8. RC provided a recommendation for BBRS to set goals and objectives for 2015 and beyond. He provided several suggestions including but not limited to; amending less, working closer with the ICC and the MA state legislature, and tracking permit activity. He requested that other members consider this initiative and provide ideas if in favor of moving forward with this. 

9. RA provided training on the enabling legislation of the BBRS including M.G.L. c. 143, §§93 to 100 and that next month he will cover the legislation pertaining to the Building Code Appeals Board.   

10. There were no other matters not reasonably anticipated 2 business days in advance of meeting.

11. The BBRS approved adjournment of the meeting. (SM, TP, All) 3:40

Exhibits (listed as file names)
A. BBRS Minutes December 9, 2014 (Approved January 13, 2015)
B. Building_Mattapoisett Report Final_LB
C. DRAFT 1 Overview Questions and Proposed Answers wrt Commercial Glazing 12 8 14
D. DRAFT 1 Overview Questions and Proposed Answers wrt Commercial Glazing (email summary)
E. 2014_12_30_MA_BBRS_Submittal
F. 2014_03_Official_Interpretation_Floor_Protection_(Approved January 13, 2015)
G. Manufactured Buildings Update_2015_01_13
H. 2014_04_Chapter_01_Staff_redline_2015_01_08
I. 2014_04_Chapter_02_to_35_Staff_redline_2015_01_13
J. bocc December 5 2014 meeting minutes
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