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A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, January 14, 2014 at the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108
PRESENT

Brian Gale (BG), Chair– Building Official from a Town

Alexander MacLeod (SM), Vice-Chair - Registered Architect

Rob Anderson (RA) 




- Chief of Inspections- Buildings



Richard Crowley (RC) - Building Trades 

Kevin Gallagher (KG)




- Head of a Local Fire Department

Jerry Ludwig (JL)


- Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical)
Gary Moccia (GM) - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)

Thomas Perry (TP)




-Building Official from a City
Timothee Rodrique (TR) – Designee for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS

Stanley Shuman (SS)





- General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings 

Harry Smith (HS)




- One- and Two-Family Homebuilders
None ABSENT

Deirdre Ann Hosler (DH), Don Finocchio (DF), and Mike Guigli (MSG) from DPS were present as well as others as indicated on the attendance sheet, which is on file at DPS. These minutes contain summaries of discussion and record of motions*, seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or discussed at this meeting are shown in, or below, this table of minutes. 

*(Motion, Second, All, if unanimous BBRS vote)

	Old Business (OB)
	Time1

	BG opened the meeting.
	1:00

	OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes December 10, 2013 (Approved January 14 2014)’ which contains the edits recommended by TR and reviewed by the BBRS (TR, RA, All) 
	1:03

	OB #2. Actions from previous BBRS Meetings; 
a.  The topic was opened with a request from KG that his nomination for vice chair be withdrawn. This left one standing nomination for RC. BBRS approved RC as the 2014 vice chair of the BBRS (motion from last meeting by BG with second by TP, All) 1:05 

b. RA provided training on the BBRS enabling legislation contained in  M.G.L. c. 802 of the Acts of 1972 and the establishment of the BBRS in M.G.L c. 143 §93. RA also covered powers and duties and other functions in M.G.L c. 143 §94. These topics ranged from general objectives to specific subjects including: requirements for nightclubs, continuing education for building inspectors, and make-up and function of the appeals board. RA will on a periodic basis conduct this type of training. (1:39) 

c.  Data and analysis2 was presented by MSG pertaining to an open action: ‘White Paper on fire protection of existing residential buildings based on a study of fire safety data and cost of construction data and use the benchmark data if necessary’ A number of topics and charts were viewed and discussed including but not limited to: USA trends in home price and household income from 1970 to 2000 along with more recent trends of home price and household income in the Commonwealth. The analysis indicated that a MA household with a gross income equal to the median value of household income would not be able to qualify for a loan to purchase a home priced at the median value in the Commonwealth. Data also indicated that the Commonwealth is trailing other New England states, with the exception of Rhode Island, in rates of homeownership. There was much discussion and comments on the data and analysis and as a result the action item from last month was modified and the BBRS approved a continuation of the work on the White Paper on fire protection of new and existing 3 to 6 unit residential buildings based on a study of fire safety data and cost of construction data and provide recommendations to the BBRS. (SM,RC, All) 2:27
d.  The BBRS reviewed and approved a letter3 written by DH to municipalities on the reporting authority of Building Officials, which incorporated a minor wording change by GM. (KG, TP, Approved with abstain by TR) 2:29

e.  Feedback from older Construction Supervisor Licensees (CSL) initiated a proposal to allow for a waiver based on age.  It was noted that plumbers, who are not inspectors, may waive education requirements based on age. A proposal to waive CSL continuing education requirements for individuals age 68 or older was reviewed but not approved. Instead with guidance from DH the BBRS approved a policy to allow CSLs age 68 or older to put the CSL in abeyance for an unlimited time period but must, upon reactivation, pay the fee and submit a certificate for CSL continuing education for that renewal cycle. (HS, RC, All) 2:41
f.  Staff noted that the official interpretation on various topics of Chapter 34 will have a Q&A on ‘work area’ i.e. reconfiguration of space and Q&A to allow two or more ‘alteration levels’ on one permit.
	

	OB #3 Discussion and votes on 780 CMR code change proposals:
a.   Code change proposals for consideration and vote:

i  DF provided background and advantages for using Appendix F for the code requirement for radon mitigation. The proposal was reviewed and an action was taken to add clarity to an elevation sketch and then the BBRS approved ‘2013_10_Chapter_51_Appendix_F_Radon_Control_Methods_Staff_12_10_2013’ for promulgation. (TR, HS, All) 2:54 This process includes review via Executive Order 485, Building Code Coordinating Council (BCCC) approval and a public hearing of the proposal. 
ii  On the advice of RC code change proposal ‘2014_01_Chapter_110_CSL for Construction Control_Clancy’ was tabled.  

b.  Staff provided an update on the inventory of ‘older’ code amendments; all of which will be on the agenda for BCCC on January 16 and Public Hearing on February 11.
	1:38 to 3:53 

	New Business (NB)
	

	NB #1: BBRS approved new CSLs: 77 issued for the month of December 2013 (HS, TR, All) 
	2:56

	NB #2: BBRS approved  CSL reinstatement and waiver of continuing education with medical consideration for Joseph Holzman CS-097938, Michael Matheson CS-086844, Dean Meehan CS-077265,  Glenn Michael Perrine CS-040243 and when all documents are received for John Sarafin CS-093289,  Michael O'Farrell CS-068911,  Normand E. St. Cyr CS-074315,  Michael Riani  CS-044619, Everson Da Silva CS-099069, and  Daniel McConaghy CS-001362 (HS, TP, All) 2:57
	2:57

	NB #4: BBRS reviewed and approved the recommendations and impose the actions by the Building Official Certifications Committee contained  in  ‘BOCC_December_11_2013_meeting_minutes’ (HS, SM, All) 2:58
	2:58

	NB #5 and #6: The BBRS approved these new applications for Concrete Test Labs:  The Thompson & Lichtner Co, Inc.,  UTS of MA, Inc.,  Boston Sand & Gravel Co.,  Geotechnical Consultants, Inc.,  and  Cardno ATC Associates, Inc. and Eric Starbard as a new Native Lumber producer. (SM. HS, All) The locations and other information on these are found in ‘CTL and Native Lumber Producers 01_14_2014’  
	2:59

	NB #7 Other new business:

a.  Staff noted that there have been projects where a CSL has been required to build the concrete pads that are found under generators, even when the manufacturer’s instructions for the generator contain the specifications for the concrete pad. After discussion on this the BBRS approved a policy whereby a CSL was not required for generator projects not under construction control and where the generator installation instructions contain specifications on the pad. (JL, TP, All) 

b.  Staff noted that comments have been received on the upcoming (July 2014) requirements for floor fire protection. Two different topics will be brought for consideration at a future meeting; does open web 2x4 construction require floor protection and a Weyerhaeuser alternative compliance option.
c.  At the request of TR the BBRS approved action for staff to update the building permit application to include the compliance option selected by the applicant on existing building projects.  (TR, JL, All) 3:09
d.  RC noted his discontent with the fact that the BBRS cannot communicate as a ‘Board entity’ on pending legislation at legislative hearings or in other matters.  Currently BBRS members can communicate but only in his capacity as an individual member.  After discussion BG called for a consensus vote for RC to look into ways on how this may be changed. There was a consensus in favor of this action; GM was absent for this vote and RA and TR abstained.  (3:22)
	

	BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (HS, RC, All)
	3:22


Notes : 1. Time is E.S.T.  2.  ‘BBRS_White_Paper_Home_Value_Income_Affordability_rev_A’ 3.’BBRS memo re BO report directly to appointing authority_Approved_01_14_2014’

