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Minutes
Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS)
Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108 
June 10, 2014 at 1:00 p.m.

1. BG opened the meeting (1:04) and took roll call as noted below:
a. Brian Gale Chair (BG)

x present  ( absent

b. Richard Crowley V-Chair (RC)
x present  ( absent

c. Robert Anderson (RA)

x present  ( absent

d. Kevin Gallagher (KG)

x present  ( absent

e. Jerry Ludwig (JL)

( present  x absent

f. Alexander MacLeod (SM)
x present  ( absent

g. Gary Moccia (GM)

x present  ( absent

h. Thomas Perry (TP)

x present  ( absent
i. Timothee Rodrique (TR)
x present  ( absent
j. Stanley Shuman (SS)

x present  ( absent
k. Harry Smith (HS)

x present  ( absent
Among others in attendance were Deirdre Ann Hosler (DH), Tom Riley (TMR), Don Finocchio (DF) and Mike Guigli (MG) from DPS. General note on format: votes are noted as (Motion by, Second by, All if the vote is unanimous) followed by the time.
2. BBRS reviewed and edited minutes from the previous meeting on May 13, 2014 and approved Exhibit A. (TR, RA All) 1:13
3. Status update or review and/or approval of action items from previous meetings:
a. Public comments received to date on the white papers on cost and effectiveness of building code requirements in 3 to 6 unit residential buildings were indicated to be on the DPS website by staff. The latest document produced by the insurance industry and submitted by TR was viewed and discussed. Staff noted that the content of this document pertains to property loss, which is not a specific subject of the fire protection white paper. TR disagreed and noted that the document written by Liberty Mutual shows effectiveness of sprinklers through their loss history experience. It was also noted that public comment from DOER is expected prior to the July 8 BBRS meeting. (1:17)
b. Legislation that is still pending in the House and the Senate pertaining to M.G.L. c. 148 and c. 146 was presented by John Nunnari (JN). Two key bills that are still moving are: HB2155, SB 1128, and HB 2164 which pertain to local adoption of sprinklers in one and two family dwellings have been combined into one bill and SB 1195 which is the bill that empowers the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations with building code fire protection requirements. There were several other bills noted as well. RC suggested that pending legislation be a regular agenda item and JN noted that the legislative session ends on July 31 and the next one begins in December so updates in August and going forward will be limited. (2:02)
c. Review of process steps for development of the 9th edition of 780 CMR were provided by staff. It was noted that this process will have involvement of the International Code Council and Secretary of State. RA noted that adoption of the I-codes without amendments is the goal and that Staff will complete the initial administrative effort of highlighting differences between the 2015 and 2009 I-codes. Discussion arose on whether or not the advisory committees will be involved and staff noted that advisory input to address any new technical requirements will be sought out as necessary. The discussion indicated that the current front end amendments are to be resubmitted and re-justified and won’t be carried over automatically. January and February 2015 were discussed as targets dates for public hearings on the 9th edition.     
d. The subject of meeting protocol and procedures arose in May as a result of motions and votes made on a particular topic and DAH took an action to produce ‘guidelines’. These were included in the printed June agenda materials for the BBRS. BG noted that the BBRS has performed well in the past without strict rules and DAH concurred that strict rules are not necessary. Several members expressed appreciation for her work and no discussion followed. (2:28)
4. Code change proposals and related items:

a. Staff provided an update on these Structural Advisory Committee (SAC) recommendations:

i. The MA amendment to Section 907.3.1 of the International Existing Building Code 2009 does not need to be further amended, but that an official interpretation is required to clarify the seismic requirements for building undergoing a change of occupancy. SAC provided the key ingredients for this which staff included in the interpretation which indicates for example that seismic upgrades will be required for a project that does not have occupancy category change but does have level 3 alterations. The BBRS approved the Chapter 34 official interpretation found in Exhibit B. (HS, GM, All) 2:33  

ii. The MA amendment to Chapter 21 pertaining to reinforcing of masonry walls will be changed. The current amendment requires bond beams and the change will recognize the effectiveness of wire reinforcing between masonry courses and allowance for this in lieu bond beams at 4 ft on center. A code change proposal will be available for the July meeting.

iii. Provide DPS training on window replacement for commercial buildings to ensure that registered design professional services may be required on certain installations.

b. DF noted that a Public Hearing is scheduled for July 8 for the radon mitigation proposal and proposal to eliminate but reserve the section for waiver of continuing education for the construction license. 

5. BBRS approved 83 new CSLs that were issued in the month of May 2014. (HS, TR, All) 2:41
6. A proposed Construction Supervisor License (CSL) policy for successful examination for applicants who have taken the exam numerous times was reviewed. This policy is similar to an approval that was granted to an applicant last year. One difference in the proposed policy is that an applicant would be required to take the exam at least three times instead of five times before a review would be done by staff. RC noted that he supplies 200+ individuals with CSL exam preparation each year and some have difficulty in the testing environment and that a policy like this would be applicable and useful. RA noted that he would abstain from the vote and noted his concerns about proceeding down a slippery slope of examination exceptions. One edit (‘in the past 5 years’) was inserted and the BBRS approved the policy for successful examination as found in Exhibit C. (HS, SM, Approved) RA and TR abstain (2:56) 

7. BBRS approved and endorsed the actions and recommendations in the Building Official Certification Committee minutes from May 7, 2014. These minutes were emailed to the BBRS but were not viewed today. For record keeping purposes the May minutes are indicated below as Exhibit D. (HS, SS, All) 2:57
8. BBRS approved either new applications and/or renewal of Concrete Testing Laboratories as follows:

a. American Engineering & Testing, Inc., 14 RocSam Rd. Braintree, MA  02184 (HS, SS, All) 2:57

9. BBRS approved either new applications or renewal of Native Lumber Producers as follows: 
a. M.P.’s Lawn & Landscape, 545 South Rd., Ashby, MA  01431… (HS, SM, All) 2:58
10. This item on field applied floor fire protection compliance via No-Burn, Inc. (NBI) was taken out of order at 1:18. Three individuals (Lindsay Lenze, Bill Kish, and Jon Traw) from NBI presented an overview of their product and discussion and Q&A ensued concerning the quality, coverage, and durability of the field applied intumescent paint. NBI noted several items including: individuals who apply the product are certified; the fire testing on their product was done at 100% of loading and per ASTM E119, paint application thickness is done using a wet film gauge; paint is applied to the joist and to the underside of the floor sheathing. A modification to a previously approved official interpretation on this subject was viewed (Exhibit E) and then BG closed discussion. BBRS approved tabling of this agenda item for 30 days and directed members to send their questions to TMR which will be forwarded to NBI. (TR, KG, All) 2:01 
11. Review and vote on a request for approval of more restrictive standard for Marblehead, MA on barriers for pools with depths of 18 inches or more was postponed until July 8 per the request of the town of Marblehead town. (3:06).  
12. The Fire Chiefs’ Association of MA, Inc. put forward a recommendation to have Dana Haagensen appointed to fill the open position for a fire official on Chapter 34 Advisory Committee.  BG accepted this appointment.  (3:07)
13. Other matters not reasonably anticipated 2 business days in advance of meeting.

a. HS noted that the Northborough fire department is requiring sprinklers in one and two family dwelling and he questioned their authority to do this. He indicated that this is not an uncommon occurrence in some communities. KG noted that they may have the authority to do this via ‘special permits’ based on a legal memo he was in possession of. Members made pro and con comments on this and an action was taken for DAH to review the legal memo and provide guidance.   
b. RC passed a memo (Exhibit F) to members concerning an issue on an appointment to the building official certification committee. He noted that this issue is just one of other issues that arise between MBCIA and MFBO and suggested that these two organizations work out their differences so that the building officials can speak with one voice and be unified. RA took an action to provide an overview of the BOCC and membership appointments in particular. (3:16). 
c. RC commented on the May meeting of the Building Code Coordinating Council (BCCC) and the intent of the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations to move forward with a code change proposal on a requirement for permits for any building code fire protection system despite the disapproval vote by the BCCC on account of conflict and duplication with the building code. BG noted that if this code change moves forward it will be a sign that BCCC is losing its effectiveness. 
14. Adjournment of the meeting was approved. (SM, HS, All) 3:23
Exhibits (listed as file names)

A. BBRS Minutes May 13 2014 (Approved June 10, 2014)
B. 2014_04_Official_Interpretation_Change_of_Occupancy_Seismic_(Approved June 10 2014)
C. CSL_Policy_Successful_Examination_06_10_2014_(Approved)
D. BOCC_May_7_2014_meeting_minutes
E. 2014_03_Official_Interpretation_Floor_Protection_R503.1_(draft for July meeting)
F. BOCC_Letter_Chris_Clemente
