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Minutes

Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS)

Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108
March 11, 2014, 1:00 p.m.

1. RC, who chaired in the absence of BG, called the meeting to order and then roll call was taken as indicated below:

a. Brian Gale Chair BG)

( present  x absent

b. Richard Crowley V-Chair (RC)
x present  ( absent

c. Robert Anderson (RA)

x present  ( absent

d. Kevin Gallagher (KG)

x present  ( absent

e. Jerry Ludwig (JL)

x present  ( absent

f. Alexander MacLeod (SM)
x present  ( absent

g. Gary Moccia (GM)

x present  ( absent

h. Thomas Perry (TP)

x present  ( absent

i. Timothee Rodrique (TR)
x present  ( absent

j. Stanley Shuman (SS)

( present  x absent

k. Harry Smith (HS)

( present  x absent

General note on format: votes are noted as (Motion by, Second by, All) if the vote is unanimous followed by the time.

2. BBRS reviewed minutes from previous meeting on February 11, 2014 and approved Exhibit A. (RA, SM, All) 1:03 

There was no discussion or edits of the minutes. 

3. Status update or review and/or approval of action items from previous meetings:

a. Staff displayed the white paper on cost and effectiveness of fire protections systems in 3 to 6 unit residential buildings. This latest version included several typographical edits, draft in strikeout, and two minor revisions to: 

i. the mortality estimates due to radon exposure submitted to staff by JL and  

ii. operation and cost for fire alarm/smoke detection systems submitted to staff by an alarm contractor.

Discussion ensued on whether or not it was premature to approve the paper to allow for ease of access to it. TR noted that comment from DFS is not ready. And KG noted that comment from his constituents, who were sent the paper, has not yet been received. GM noted that the paper should be sent to the FPFP advisory committee for comment.  RC noted that none of this was necessary prior to BBRS approval, since revisions to the paper could be made. Staff noted that draft documents they are working on are not disseminated to members of the public unless requested as a public record, but once approved by the BBRS, the white paper could be disseminated/publicized in order to receive wide-ranging public comment. BBRS approved Exhibit B for the purpose of seeking public comment. (SM, TP, Approved) ↑RA, TP, SM, JL, and ↓ GM, KG, TR 1:38

b. The BBRS reviewed two additional Q&A for the official interpretation on Chapter 34. The two new Q&A address two sections of the new Chapter 34 amendments so this agenda item occurred after agenda item 4.  The first clarifies the use of Table 101.2 and the second clarifies Section 101.5.1 and the applicability of the International Fire Code for the Prescriptive Compliance Method. These two Q&A were displayed by staff and reviewed with little discussion. The BBRS approved Exhibit C (TR, TP, All) 3:23 

4. Code change proposals and related items:

a. Staff noted that the radon proposal will be submitted to the EO 485 and that a Public hearing date is TBD.  

b. Staff displayed and BBRS reviewed and approved these code change proposals heard on February 11, 2014:
i. Base Volume: Chapter 1, as amended in Exhibit D (SM, JL, All) 2:14 

ii. Base Volume: Chapter 9, as amended in Exhibit E (SM, TP, All) 2:21

iii. Base Volume: Chapter 34, as amended in Exhibit F (SM, TP, All) 2:24

iv. Base Volume: Chapter 2, in Exhibit G (SM, GM, All) 2:25

v. Base Volume: Section 915 Emergency responder radio coverage in Exhibit H (TR, KG, All) 2:32

vi. Base Volume: Section 504.2 R-Use height increase and NFPA 13R systems in Exhibit I (SM, GM, All) 2:34

Staff noted that Chapter 1 received numerous public comments from building officials and DFS and that a team of local building officials, state inspectors, and DPS staff reviewed the comments and recommended that some be incorporated. Exhibit D contains these recommendations. One item that the team did not resolve was addressed by the BBRS; it chose to not require a permit for carpeting.  

vii. The proposal to reduce the draft stopping area in the residential volume (Exhibit J) was reviewed. Staff noted four public comments received; 2 opposed, one in favor, and one that provided a construction cost and a plan change cost.  SM noted that this amendment may affect the first floor truss framing of stick built homes while KG noted that the amendment specifically does not apply to these, and TMR noted that smoke movement in an open truss could be similar to the movement in an interstitial space of a manufactured building.  After more discussion, and a desire from TR and KG to put a motion on the table RC did not call for further discussion or accept a motion by TR and postponed this item until the April meeting. RC noted that this will allow HS, representing home builders, and BG, representing town building officials, to participate in the vote. (2:47)

5. BBRS approved 76 new CSLs that were issued in the month of February 2014. (SM, TR, All) 2:47

6. Construction Supervisor License

a. BBRS approved (SM, GM, All) 2:49:

Clealand Blair 
CS-017798 
for a waiver for continuing education for medical 

Sharif Omer 
CS-079819 
for reinstatement and waiver for continuing education for medical

b. Staff noted that a revised protocol and revised application forms for reinstatement of CSL and waiver of continuing education are still under development and will be ready for consideration at the April meeting. In the meantime and at the behest of staff the BBRS approved consideration for reinstatement only for those CSLs within a 4-year expiration window. (SM, GM, All) 2:52

7. BBRS discussed but postponed approval and endorsement of the actions and recommendations in the Building Official Certification Committee minutes, Exhibit K. TR had several questions about continuing education courses found on page 6 of the minutes. RA took an action to consult with K. Spencer and report back in April. 

8. BBRS approved either new applications or renewal of Concrete Testing Laboratories as follows:

a. Advance Testing Co., 42 Day Farm Rd., West Stockbridge MA  01266,

b. Professional Service Industries, Inc. (PSI), 480 Neponset St., Suite 9C, Canton MA  02021,

c. Yankee Engineering & Testing, Inc., 10 Mason St., Worcester MA  01069,

d. Simpson, Gumpertz & Heger, Inc., 41 Seyon St., Building 1, Suite 500, Waltham MA  02453,

e. Terracon, 77 Sundial Ave., Suite 401W, Manchester NH  03103, and 

f. Advance Testing Co., Inc., 3348 Rt. 208, Campbell Hall NY  10916….(TR, SM, All) 2:57

9. BBRS approved either new applications or renewal of Native Lumber Producers as follows:

a. Robert Hogencamp, 258 Washington Mt. Rd., Lee MA  01238,

b. Richard C. Wuori, 499 Clayton Mill River Rd., Mill River MA  01752, and

c. Roland R. Blake, 270 Bragg Rd., Warren MA  01083….(TR, TP, All) 2:57

10. Staff noted this topic concerning floor fire protection was discussed in February and based on that discussion Weyerhaeuser provided staff with a revised option to consider which was discussed and comment from Sam Francis and Glyn Boone was heard. BBRS approved Acceptance Criteria for Prefabricated Wood I-Joists (AC14), in particular section A4.4, issued by the ICC Evaluation Service for meeting the requirements of MA amendment R501.3 Fire Protection of Floors, Exception 1 which reads ‘other approved floor assemblies demonstrating equivalent fire performance’ (SM, KG, All) 3:09

11. Three Fire Prevention and Fire Protection Advisory Committee (FPFP) actions were proposed and then discussed. BBRS approved for the March 18 FPFP meeting three actions as follows: recommendations on accepted requirements for wireless smoke detection/alarm systems, recommendations on R-2 common area smoke detection, and comments on the white paper noted in item 3a above.  (TR, GM, All) 3:16

12. There were no matters not reasonably anticipated 2 business days in advance of meeting. However, a concurrency period for amendments that were approved today was discussed. It is not anticipated that any amendment will create hardship so the BBRS took no action at this time. (3:28) 

13. Adjournment of the meeting was approved. (SM, GM, All) 3:29

Exhibits 
(listed as file names)
A. BBRS Minutes February 11, 2014 (Approved March 11, 2014)

B. White Paper_Cost_&_Effectiveness_Fire_Protection_Systems_03_11_2014_MS_Word
C. 2014_01_Official_Interpretation_Existing_Buildings_(Approved_03_11_2014)
D. 2013-04-1-0-embeded-amends-and-constrctn-contrl-redline-rev-a-board-up-and-ifc rev for 3_11_14 vote_(Approved)
E. 2013-06-9-0-fpfp-model-15-redline_(Approved)
F. 2012-06-34-0-existing-buildings-redline-sac-c34ac-rev-h-and-public-comment-with-notes_(Approved)
G. 2013-05-2-0-rdp-in-charge-definition-redline_(Approved)

H. 2011-11-03-9-15-emerg-responder-radio-coverage-redline_(Approved)

I. 2013-07-5-04-2-r-use-height-increase-redline_(Approved)

J. 2011-05-04-51-0-r3-02-12a-draftstopping-with-exception-1

K. BOCC_January_8_2014_meeting_minutes


