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A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108
PRESENT

Alexander MacLeod (SM), Chair - Registered Architect

Brian Gale (BG), Vice-Chair– Building Official from a Town

Rob Anderson (RA) 




-Chief of Inspections- Buildings

….designee for this meeting was Tom Riley (TMR)
Richard Crowley (RC) -Building Trades 

Jerry Ludwig (JL)


-Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical)
Gary Moccia (GM), - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)

Thomas Perry (TP)




-Building Official from a City
Timothee Rodrique (TR) – Designees for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS

Stanley Shuman (SS)





-General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings 

Harry Smith (HS)




-One- and Two-Family Homebuilders
ABSENT

Kevin Gallagher (KG)




-Head of a Local Fire Department

Deirdre Ann Hosler (DH), Don Finocchio (DF), and Mike Guigli (MSG) from DPS were present as well as others as indicated on the attendance sheet, which is on file at DPS. These minutes contain summaries of discussion and record of motions*, seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or discussed at this meeting are shown in, or below, this table of minutes. 

*(Motion, Second, All, if unanimous BBRS vote)

	Public Hearing
	Time1

	SM opened the public hearing with a statement. 

· Testimony was first presented on a proposal concerning radon mitigation for new construction of one- and two-family dwellings. Four individuals spoke in favor of the proposal as indicated below:

1. David Kapturowski spoke on radon gas mitigation measures and associated costs and also read written testimony from Senator Bruce E. Tarr. Both testimonies posited a health risk from high radon exposure.
2. Ed Miller from the American Lung Association spoke about the ALA mission and he posited a health risk from high radon exposure. 

3. Margie Lynch spoke about her mother’s lung cancer and she posited a health risk from high exposure to radon.  
4. Jane Malone from the National Center for Healthy Housing spoke about her work to promote housing stock that reduces health risk from the home environment.   
· Testimony followed on the BBRS approved code change proposal to adopt the 2012 version of the International Energy Conservation Code.  Several individuals, John Nunnari, Mark Newey, Don Vigneau, Puja Vohra, and Ian Finlayson spoke in favor of adoption of this code and for different reasons including keeping MA at the forefront of energy efficiency, reduction in CO2 emissions, life cycle cost reductions for building operation, and compliance with the Green Communities Act. Greg Spier and Larry Kady both home builders,  and Cy Kilbourn from Ekotrope, spoke on some of the issues concerning energy code requirements in one and two family dwellings including: a code that is always changing, the variation in cost of construction depending on the compliance path, the rise in raw material cost like structural sheathing, and the resulting higher new home price relative to the price of existing housing stock.
SM closed the public hearing and the BBRS approved a public comment period until the close of business on June 4, 2013 (TR,BG, All) 3:21

Written testimony and audio file of the hearing is available  via DPS Public Records Request  
	1:01
to

3:21



	Old Business (OB)
	

	SM opened the regular BBRS monthly meeting. 
	3:21

	OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes April 9, 2013 (approved May 14, 2013)’ with a change indicating that ‘BBRS members, if communicating on pending legislation, to do so as a individual and not as a member of the BBRS’ (GM, BG All) 
	3:22

	OB #2. Actions from previous BBRS Meetings 

a. The team aiding Staff in reviewing and revising the construction control documents met on April 30 and will meet again on May 15 and will have available the 4 documents and a revised section 107 of 780 CMR for BBRS review on June 11, 2013.  
	

	OB #3 Discussion and votes on code change proposals on 780 CMR:
a. Staff noted that a final draft of a proposed revision to 780 CMR 1 will be available for review, discussion and potential vote on June 11, 2013.  This revision is the compilation of effort from local and state building inspectors, Staff, DPS legal, and registered design professionals.
b. Staff noted that the Energy Advisory Committee (EAC) met on May 7 and will meet again on June 5 to review public comment received on the International Energy Conservation Code 2012 and MA amendments to it. The EAC will provide recommendations to the BBRS on these and other topics on June 11, 2013. 
	

	New Business (NB)
	

	NB #1: BBRS approved 104  new Construction Supervisor Licenses issued in April 2013 (BG, TR, All) 
	3:37

	NB #2: BBRS approved construction supervisor license reinstatement for Antonio Loura CS-040651, Philip Farmer CS-016528, and Mark Oleson CS-009259 with medical justification with the knowledge that the medical issue concerning one applicant was for a nephew and not a direct family member. (BG, HS, All)
	3:38

	NB #4: BBRS reviewed and approved the Building Official Certification Committee (BOCC) recommendations and imposed the actions contained in ‘BOCC_March_6_2013_meeting_minutes’ and ‘BOCC_April_3_2013_meeting_minutes’. (BG, HS, All)
	3:39

	NB #6: BBRS approved Allen Scott, Muskrat Sawmill, 46 East Howland Road, East Freetown, MA 02717 as a native lumber producer. (HS, GM, All)
	3:40

	NB #7 Other new business:

a. a.
BBRS reviewed and approved:

i.
‘2013_04_Official_Interpretation_Emergency_Escape_and_Rescue_Opening(approved)’ (HS, TP, All) (3:49)
ii.
‘2013_03_Official_Interpretation_Fire_Service_Access_Elevator_and_Lobby_Requirements (approved)’ (TR, BG, All) 3:36
Eric Cote presented the background on 2013_03 and explained that the interpretation is necessary because of the variation in enforcement which may be a result of the way lobbies serving elevators were regulated in previous editions of the code. TR submitted a change for Q&A #6 which was approved. 

b. Staff suggested to the BBRS that a native lumber stamp issued to a producer should be tied to the producer and not necessarily to the producer’s address. If so this would preclude the need for a producer to procure a new lumber stamp if he/she moves the operation to a different site. The BBRS approved a motion to not require a new stamp if a native lumber producer should change address as long as the new location undergoes the requisite inspections.  (HS, TR, All)3:50
	

	BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (HS, TR, All)
	3:51


Notes   
1. Time is E.S.T. 

