
Meeting Minutes
STATE BOARD OF BUILDING REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

S:\BBR\BBRS\AGENDA\2012 Agenda\05_May\BBRS Minutes May 8, 2012
A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, May 8, 2012 in the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108.

PRESENT

Brian Gale (BG), Chair– Building Official from a Town

Alexander MacLeod (SM), Vice-Chair - Registered Architect

Rob Anderson (RA) 




-Chief of Inspections- Buildings



Richard Crowley (RC) -Building Trades 

Kevin Gallagher (KG)




-Head of a Local Fire Department

Jerry Ludwig (JL)


-Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical)
Gary Moccia (GM), - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)

Timothee Rodrique (TR) – Designees for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS

Douglas Semple (DS)




-Building Official from a City

Stanley Shuman (SS)





-General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings 

ABSENT

Harry Smith (HS)




-One- and Two-Family Homebuilders
Tom Riley (TMR), Mike Guigli (MSG), Don Finocchio (DF), and Todd Grossman from DPS were present as well as others as indicated on the attendance sheet, which is on file at the Board. These minutes contain some record of discussion but essentially just motions*, seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or discussed at this meeting are listed in, or below, this table of minutes. 

*(Motion, Second, All, if unanimous BBRS vote)

	Old Business (OB) 
	Time

	Chairperson BG called the meeting to order and asked for comments from those in attendance for this May meeting. Brief testimony was presented in support of fire sprinklers and radon detection. 
	1:02  

	OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes April 10, 2012 (approved May 8, 2012).doc’ (DS, SM, All)   
	1:04  

	OB #2. Actions from previous BBRS Meetings 

a.  Staff informed the BBRS that FPFP is still in process with the Model 15 effort and that manual pull stations was the subject at the April meeting.

b. The pending legislation topic was opened by JL, who expressed concern with HB 648. Discussion ensued on the amendment to this bill that exempts smoke detector systems installed in the last 5 years and the potential economic hardship that this bill may place on homeowners. BBRS then:
· approved reconsideration of its April vote (RC, DS) ↑JL,SM,SS,RC,GM ↓DS,TR,KG  Abstain RA
· did not approve a change from 5 to 10 years (RC, SM) ↑JL,SM,SS,RC ↓BG,DS,GM,TR,KG Abstain RA (1:20)
· approved a change to the amendment to HB 648 which removes the exemption for ‘buildings with systems updated within the past 5 years’ and instead exempts ‘buildings with systems with active (non expired) detectors’. (RC, SM) ↑JL,SM, SS,RC,GM ↓DS,TR,KG  Abstain RA (1:25)
· approved a change to Senate Bill 1251 which removes the exemption for ‘buildings with systems updated within the past 5 years’ and instead exempts ‘buildings with systems with active (non expired) detectors’. (RC, SM) ↑JL,SM,SS,RC,GM ↓DS,TR,KG  Abstain RA (1:26)
Staff took an action to issue a letter noting the BBRS position on pending legislation (with these vote changes) as soon as possible according to the direction in the April minutes.
d. Staff informed the BBRS that the local appeals board checklist has been sent to the three known local boards (Boston, Chatham, and Falmouth). These boards are to submit their appeals decisions to Staff with a completed checklist, starting on June 1, 2012. 
	

	OB #3 780 CMR discussion and votes if necessary.
a.  Staff noted several issues with administrative provision in Chapter 1, which were raised by various building officials, including but not limited to: maintenance, authority to issue permits, Table 110 inspections, and construction control. Staff will reach out to proponents with proposals to address these. 
 b. After discussion the BBRS moved to promulgation:
i.      ‘2012_09_Chapter_51_Thirty_Day_Action_on_Permit_Homebuilders.doc’(DS, SM, All) 1:37
ii.     ‘2012_10_Chapter_51_Inspections_within_48_hrs_Homebuilders.doc’ (RA, DS, All) 1:37
After discussion the BBRS took no action on:
iii.    ‘2012_11_Chapter_51_100%_Roof_Replacement_Homebuilders.doc’ 

iv.   ‘2012_12_Chapter_51_Fencing_around_Construction_Scott.doc’

c. After discussion the BBRS moved four sprinklers proposals submitted by Marshal Coan to a non M.G.L. 30A public hearing on September 11, 2012 to allow the Marshal and others to present only new information not previously presented to the BBRS pertaining to life safety, technical requirements, or cost of construction of sprinklers in one- or two- family dwellings (TR, KG) ↑JL,SS, RA,GM,TR,KG ↓DS,RC,SM (1:58)
i.     ‘2012_13_Appendix_115BB_Stretch_Sprinklers_Coan.doc’

ii.    ‘2012_14_Chapter_51_Sprinklers_7500_sq_ft_only_Coan.doc’

iii.   ‘2012_15_Chapter_51_Sprinklers_2015_Coan.doc’

iv.   ‘2012_16_Chapter_51_Sprinklers_Area_&_Dates_Coan.doc’
	

	New Business (NB) or Other

	NB #1: BBRS approved 98 new CSLs issued between April 5, 2012 and May 3, 2012 (DS, GM, All) 
	2:03

	NB #1: BBRS approved reinstatement of CSL beyond the one-year expiration period for: (SM,GM, All)

Bruce M. MacNeil CSL 51161 with medical justification

Sean F. Bolger CSL 58339 with medical justification

Randy E. Boyle CSL 67667 with medical justification
	2:04

	NB #3 BBRS approved the request of Kun Xu for qualifications to sit for the restricted CSL exam. (DS, GM, All)
	2:06

	NB #4 Chairperson BG appointed Don Torrico to serve again on the BOCC. 
	2:07

	NB #7
a.  BBRS discussed a building official query on existing buildings never occupied. Staff noted that the specific issue in Bedford will likely go to the appeals board so BG limited the discussion. Staff was directed to not post, at this time, the draft FAQ on the topic. 

b. A majority of members chose to have a meeting at the DPS facility in Taunton (TBD but likely July)
c.  After background by TG and DF, and review of two separate small business impact statements, the BBRS approved: (SM, KG, All) 2:40
‘SBIS- floor fire protection_approved.doc’

‘SBIS- Temp Overnight Shelter_approved.doc’

d. After BBRS discussion and review of litigation information received from builders of manufactured homes and their inspection agencies, and with input from Steve Kennealy and Linda Shea, the BBRS approved two (2) TPIAs and seven (7) manufacturers in three separate votes as noted below:

· Safety Storage, Epoch Homes, Signature Building Systems, Markline Industries, and Schiavi

(DS, SM) ↑JL,RA,DS,RC,SM ↓GM,TR,KG 3:12

· Ice House and Professional Building Systems (DS, GM, All) 3:14 

· Two TPIAS; NTA and PFS (DS, GM) ↑JL,RA,DS,RC,SM,GM ↓TR,KG 3:16

Also Steve Kennealy took an action via a BBRS vote to determine if the TPIAs have indemnity or ‘hold harmless’ clauses in their contracts with builders. (TR,KG, All) 3:22
e. TG provided a summary of a recent Supreme Judicial Court decision on fire protective signaling systems; St. George Cathedral vs. Springfield Fire Department, and noted the significance of this decision. The SJC held that the State Building Code preempts inconsistent local regulations.  There exists a clear legislative intent to create uniform standards throughout the Commonwealth for the construction of buildings and materials used therein.  Where legislation deals with a subject comprehensively, it may reasonably be inferred as intended to preclude the exercise of any local power or function on the same subject because otherwise the legislative purpose of that statute would be frustrated.  No other entity may regulate in the same field occupied by the Code.  
f. TMR noted that a meeting will be held in Lee on May 16 to discuss and review with building officials and registered design professionals, several construction control checklists. John Nunnari commented that AIA submitted about a year ago a version that he believes is more streamlined. TMR asked that it be resubmitted so that it can also be considered.
Other: TR requested Staff to issue two FAQs on townhouses pertaining to construction control and sprinklers.
	

	BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (DS, TR, All)
	3:40



