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A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, November 12, 2013 at the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108
PRESENT

Alexander MacLeod (SM), Chair - Registered Architect

Brian Gale (BG), Vice-Chair– Building Official from a Town

Rob Anderson (RA) 




- Chief of Inspections- Buildings



Richard Crowley (RC) - Building Trades 

Kevin Gallagher (KG)




- Head of a Local Fire Department

Jerry Ludwig (JL)


- Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical)
Gary Moccia (GM) - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)

Thomas Perry (TP)




-Building Official from a City
Timothee Rodrique (TR) – Designee for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS

Stanley Shuman (SS)





- General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings 

Harry Smith (HS)




- One- and Two-Family Homebuilders
ABSENT

Deirdre Ann Hosler (DH), Don Finocchio (DF), Tom Riley (TMR) and Mike Guigli (MSG) from DPS were present as well as others as indicated on the attendance sheet, which is on file at DPS. These minutes contain summaries of discussion and record of motions*, seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or discussed at this meeting are shown in, or below, this table of minutes. 

*(Motion, Second, All, if unanimous BBRS vote)

	Public Hearing
	Time1

	SM opened the public hearing (PH) with a statement on PH protocol.   Staff then noted that 7 code changes were originally considered for this public hearing but that the first 4 listed below were removed from consideration. Feedback received by Staff indicated that two necessary changes to the Chapter 1 proposal would require that the BBRS reconsider it and since other proposals are in some way linked to this proposal they were removed as well. In light of the fact that the removal of the first four items was ‘last minute’ SM allowed testimony to proceed on all proposals. Please note that first four will be scheduled for another public hearing

1.  2013_04, 1.0, embeded amends and constrctn contrl_redline
2.  2013_05, 2.0, RDP in charge definition_redline
3.  2013_07_5.04.2, R-use height increase_redline
4.  2013_06 9.0 FPFP Model 15_redline
5.  2013_02, 35.0, Reference Standards_redline
6.  2013_03, 51.0 (R44.0 Reference Standards)_redline
7.  2010_12_11, 51.0 (R5.01.3) floor fire protection_redline
Only proposals (1) and (7) received public testimony. Testimony on proposal (1) related, but was not limited, to: what a reader does when a reference to the International Fire Code, or International Property Maintenance Code, or the International Mechanical Code is found; opposition to the required inspections; opposition to the partial document submission and the absence of prescriptive board-up procedures for unsafe buildings. Testimony on proposal (7) centered on the additional safety that floor fire protection would potentially afford first responders. BBRS suggested that this proposal be amended to include a similar fire protection requirement for stairs to the basement. Staff noted that this technical change would require that the proposal step through another public hearing, so it will not be amended.

Following testimony the BBRS closed the PH (BG, HS, All) 1:35 

Note to readers: An audio file of the hearing is available via DPS Public Records Request  and although a public comment period was not discussed, the BBRS through typical past practice allows comments to be submitted until the Friday before the following meeting. Accordingly these minutes and the DPS website shall indicate that the BBRS welcomes public comment until December 6, 2013.
	1:04
to

1:35


	Old Business (OB)
	

	SM opened the regular BBRS monthly meeting. 
	1:36

	OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes September 10, 2013 (approved November 12 2013)’ (BG, RC, All) 
	1:37

	OB #2. Actions from previous BBRS Meetings; Staff noted that all previous actions are complete. 
	

	OB #3 Discussion and votes on 780 CMR code change proposals:
a.  The BBRS was informed that most of the proposals that were viewed and discussed at the September PH received no public comment. Additionally these proposals were reviewed by Staff or by an Advisory Committee. Accordingly the BBRS approved proposals identified as i, iii, iv, v, vi, vii, viii, x, xii, and xiv in the list below, for final promulgation and filing with the Secretary of State (SOS). (HS, BG, All) 1:44
i. 2011 11 01+02, 3.08, 3.10, Assisted Living Classification, redline

ii. 2011 11 15, 9.0, Authority of Building and Fire Officials, redline 

iii. 2012 01, 9.07, Supervisory Monitoring of Smoke Detectors, redline

iv. 2011 05 08, 13.00, IECC, Lighting Power Density, redline

v. 2012 07, 16.0, Structural Loads, redline

vi. 2012 07A, 16.0, Structural Loads Table, redline

vii. 2012 18, 16.0,  AISC Braced Frames, redline

viii. 2012 08, 18.0, Concrete Grout in Foundations, redline

ix. 2012 06, 34.0, Existing Buildings, redline 

x. 2011 11 17, 51.0, Wind Speeds - Residential, redline

xi. 2012 10, 51.0 R109, Inspections within 24 Hours, redline

xii. 2012 02, 51.0,  Supervisory Monitoring of Smoke Detectors, redline

xiii. 2012 09, 51.0 R105, 30 Day Action on Permits, redline

xiv. 2012 19, 110.0 R5, CSL and Military Service, redline
Next was (ii). After discussion of the pros (among others; to support the building and fire officials who proposed it) and cons (among others; potential increased costs of acceptance testing associated with scheduling both the fire official and building official to witness the test) and review of written testimony against the proposal provided by NAIOP2 the BBRS approved proposal ii for final promulgation and filing with the SOS. (KG, BG, Approved) RA KG TR GM TP BG JL ↑ RC HS SS ↓ (1:57)

Next was (ix). Staff noted that multiple administrative edits and at least one technical change (which lessened stringency in the Performance Method) were made to this proposal based on numerous public comments and review by both the Structural (SAC) and Chapter 34 Advisory Committees. In addition Joe Zona, the Chair of SAC provided testimony in favor of the Seismic provisions recommended by SAC.  To allow the BBRS adequate time to digest these changes and because Chapter 34 now references Chapter 1 for egress and other requirements, Staff suggested and the BBRS tabled this amendment until such time that Chapter 1 is considered at Public Hearing. (GM, HS, All) 2:13 Also, TR has an action to provide Staff with redline edits to Section 101.5.1 and Staff took actions to review commercial cooking and boiler requirements and to forward to the BBRS the redline version(s) of the proposal. 

Next was (xi). To clarify the amendment, the time references, 24 and 48 hours were changed to one and two business days, respectively and then the BBRS approved proposal xi for final promulgation and filing with the SOS. (HS, BG, All) 2:16

Next was (xiii). A suggestion to change ‘days’ to ‘calendar days’ was discussed but not incorporated and then the BBRS approved proposal xiii for final promulgation and filing with the SOS. (RC, HS, All). 2:25

b.  The BBRS considered ‘2013_08_Chapter_51_R324_Radon_Reduction_Zone_1_Kapturowski’ which imposes radon mitigation Worcester, Middlesex, and Essex Counties. Issues associated with testing and approval were discussed and then the BBRS assigned Staff an action to modify the proposal to include installation of the piping for new construction in Zone 1 only but not impose testing requirements (RC, HS, Approved). RA HS RC GM BG JL ↑ TP TR KG SS ↓ 3:09
c.  The BBRS considered ‘2013_09_Chapter_09_906.2.1_Fire_Extinguisher_Monitoring_Moore’ and Wayne Moore and Bob Kinder provided testimony on the benefits that electronic monitoring of fire extinguishers would provide to building owners and occupants. This included but was not limited to improved accessibility. The BBRS considered the testimony and raised concerns about construction costs and schedule. As one example TP and RC noted that on final inspections it is not uncommon to require additional fire extinguishers.  The BBRS denied the proposal and suggested instead that the proponents take the proposal to the International Code Council. (RC, TP, Approved) RA HS RC BG JL SS TP ↑ GM TR KG ↓ 3:29
Other: Staff requested that the BBRS reconsider the Chapter 1 proposal and to approve it once again with two significant technical changes (IFC reference and board up procedures to unsafe buildings). This was not considered after TR called into question the sufficiency of the initial review. On this the BBRS approved an action for Staff to provide redlines and/or other to facilitate an understanding of what changes were made after the original approval for promulgation.  (BG, GM, All) 3:53  
	1:38 to 3:53 

	New Business (NB)
	

	NB #1: BBRS approved new CSLs: 56 issued for the month of September 2013 and 66 for the month of October 2013 (BG, GM, All) 
	3:55

	NB #2: BBRS approved CSL reinstatements including a waiver of Continuing Education requirements for the current renewal cycle for Michael J. St. Pierre CS-005953, Alex P. Kennedy CS-088927, Terrence E. Hogan CS-093962, Christopher Carr CS-031118, and Guy Bardascino CS-046664 with medical justification. (BG, HS, All)
	3:58

	NB #4: BBRS reviewed and approved the Building Official Certification Committee (BOCC) recommendations and imposed the actions contained in ‘BOCC_August_7_2013_meeting_minutes’ and ‘BOCC_September_4_2013_meeting_minutes’. (BG, HS, All)
	3:58

	NB #5: Staff provided information on a proposed affidavit to be included with renewal applications for Concrete Test Labs. In addition Staff suggested that the BBRS authorize the addition of another reviewing entity. The BBRS approved an action for Staff to incorporate an affidavit in the renewal application and approve American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials Materials Reference Laboratory (AMRL) as a second CTL reviewer. (GM, HS, All)
	4:00

	NB #7 Other new business:

a.  TR request the BBRS re-issue the 1996 BBRS interpretation regarding MGL 148 laws and its interaction with application for a building permit and  with the potential benefit an official interpretation Discussion included whether or not the BBRS had the authority to provide guidance on this. TR noted that it was a re-visit of the older interpretation and although slightly different the interaction could be interpreted.  Bob Carasitti noted that guidance on sprinkler requirement would be useful as well. No action was taken at this time. 
b. Staff suggested that when the Chapter 34 proposal is promulgated a BBRS official interpretation be issued on at least the use of Table 101.2 and Compliance Alternatives. No document was reviewed. 

c.  Other:

i .  TR opined that the Chapter 34 Advisory Committee did not appropriately meet the BBRS intent to have similar sprinkler requirements between the 8th edition and 6/7th edition for existing residential buildings. GM agreed on this point as well and used the City of Boston as anecdotal evidence. Staff noted that the triggers for sprinklers on these buildings works differently; substantial alteration in the 7th edition vs. work area or other for the 8th edition. BBRS approved an action for Staff/Chapter 34 Advisory Committee to benchmark the IEBC to the  7th editions (TR, GM, Approved) BG ↓ 4:20  

ii  . RC requested and Staff took an action to draft with RC input an official interpretation of the BBRS and building code authority with respect to certain items that some may consider to be sheet metal work. (4:22)

iii  RC requested and Staff took an action to aid RC in drafting a letter to be provided to municipal authorities on who the Building Commissioner/Inspector of Buildings should report to. This is to notify municipalities that this individual, with respect to an organization structure, should be recognized as a life safety official on par with the police and fire chiefs.

iv  John Nunnari informed the BBRS of the pending fire safety legislation hearings to be held on November 20 in Room B1 of the State House starting at 10 a.m. Rich Crowley asked staff to forward relevant meeting notice information for those that may wish to testify on behalf of their constituent groups, not BBRS.
	

	BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (BG, TP, All)
	4:27


Notes :                           1. Time is E.S.T.                                  2.  NOVEMBER_6_2013_NAIOP_OPPOSES_CH9_FIRE_PROTECTION_REQUIREMENT

