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MASSACHUSETTS STATE BUILDING CODE  - CODE AMENDMENT PROPOSAL

	Code

(indicate with an ‘x’)
	_X_8th Edition Base 

__8th Edition One- and Two-Family Dwellings
	State Use Only

	Date:
	August 30, 2011
	Date Received:
	

	Code Section:
	Section 101.5, 301.1, 401.1 & 1301.1 of Chapter 34 MEBC (780 CMR:3401.1)
	Code Change Number::
	

	Name and company affiliation if any:  Stephen D. Coan, State Fire Marshal

	Address:  DFS

                  PO Box 1025

                  Stow  MA  01775
	Telephone: 978-567-3300

Email:  Stephen.Coan@state.ma.us                                                          


Indicate with an ‘x’ the type of amendment proposed:

_X_Change Section
_X_Add new section 
  __Delete section and substitute    
__Delete section; no substitute

__Other, Explain:

Please type below the proposed amendment. If you propose to change a section, please copy the original text from either the IBC 2009 or IRC 2009 or pertinent I-code. Indicate with strike out the text you propose to delete and add new text in either italic or red font.  Also provide justification of your proposal as a second page and include information on the Introduction and Background of your proposal, Pro and Con Reasons for Adoption of it, a summary of estimated Costs for Building Owners, and Life Safety Benefits for building occupants.  When complete email this file to mike.guigli@state.ma.us. Please use additional pages if necessary.
In 780 CMR Amendments to 780 CMR:3401.1 Scope, add -

101.5 & 101.5 Exception Replace with:

101.5 Compliance methods.  The repair, alteration, change of occupancy, addition or relocation of all existing buildings shall comply with one of the methods listed in Sections 101.5.1 through 101.5.3 as selected by the applicant. Application of a method shall be the sole basis for assessing the compliance of work performed under a single permit unless otherwise approved by the code official.  Sections 101.5.1 through 101.5.3 shall not be applied in combination with each other.  Where this code requires consideration of the seismic-force-resisting system of an existing building subject to repair, alteration, change of occupancy, addition or relocation of existing building, the seismic evaluation and design shall be based on Section 101.5.4 regardless of which compliance method is used.  Where separated from other Use groups in accordance with the requirements in Chapter 5 of 780 CMR for new construction, an H Use shall also comply with the requirements in Chapter 4 and Chapter 9 of 780 CMR for new construction when there is an alteration in an H Use Group; change of occupancy within or to an H Use, addition with an H Use, or relocation of a structure with an H Use.  Where the H Use is not separated in accordance with Chapter 5 of 780 CMR for new construction, the entire building shall also meet the H Use requirements in Chapter 4 and 9 of 780 CMR for new construction

Exception: For other than H Use, and subject to the approval of the code official, alterations complying with the laws in existence at the time the building or the affected portion of the building was built shall be considered in compliance with the provisions of this code unless the building is undergoing more than a limited structural 
	State Use Only

	This proposed amendment was presented at public hearing on _______________________________ and the Board of Building Regulations and Standards has taken the following action:                                                     

	__Approved as submitted   __Approved as amended    __Denied      __Tabled for further study or action


alteration as defined in Section 807.5.3.  New structural members added as part of the alteration shall comply with the International Building Code.  Alterations of existing buildings in flood hazard areas shall comply with Section 601.3.

301.1 Add the following note:

Note:  For alterations, additions, change of occupancy, and relocations of strucures, involving H Use, see Section 101.5 of this Code.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

401.1 Add the following note:

Note:  For alterations, additions, change of occupancy, and relocations of structures, involving H Use, see Section 101.5 of this Code.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

1301.1 Add the following note:

Note:  For alterations, additions, change of occupancy, and relocations of structures, involving H Use, see Section 101.5 of this Code.
Introduction and Background:

This proposal is intended to address serious fire and life safety concerns with the 8th edition (Base) Building Code whereby existing High Hazard facilities (H Use) can significantly alter the facility without having to implement basic fire and life safety features, such as proper ventilation, explosion prevention systems and emergency alarms.

This proposal is being submitted due to recommendations in the Department of Fire Services report on the 3/13/2011 explosion that occurred in Middleton MA.

This proposal would not allow the use of the Prescriptive, Work-Area, nor Performance Methods for alterations, additions, change of occupancy, and relocation of facilities, involving H Use.  The “grandfather” provisions of such methods may be acceptable for typical occupancies, but are not suited for H Use facilities where the fire and life safety hazards are significantly increased.  Instead, facilities undergoing such changes would need to be brought up to the requirements for new construction.

Pro and Con Reasons for Adoption:                                      
PRO - When H Use facilities are spending money to implement improvements to an existing facility, the company should not be allowed to continue ignoring basic fire and life safety systems.  When an H Use facility was undergoing improvements, they would no longer be able to ignore minimum fire and life safety standards.
CON - There are no reasonable arguments against this proposal.

Costs for Building Owners:
The cost for such upgrades represents a very small fraction of the total renovation costs typically associated with H Use facility additions and improvements.

Life Safety Benefits:

If promulgated, this proposal would help to eliminate dangerous Hazardous Material incidents that can cause casualties and significant property loss due to fire, explosion, chemical releases and other hazards.
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