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MASSACHUSETTS STATE BUILDING CODE  - CODE AMENDMENT PROPOSAL

	Code

(indicate with an ‘x’)
	X  8th Edition Base 

__8th Edition One- and Two-Family Dwellings
	State Use Only

	Date:
	4/27/2011
	Date Received:
	

	Code Section:
	907.2.13.2, 915.3, 915.2
	Code Change Number::
	

	Name and company affiliation if any: FPFP Technical Advisory Committee (Bob Carasitti – Chairman)

	Address:

c/o Robert Carasitti

FPFP Chairman

Hughes Associates, Inc.

5 Mount Royal Ave, 3rd Floor
	Telephone: (617) 470-1862
Email: rcarasitti@haifire.com


Indicate with an ‘x’ the type of amendment proposed:

 Change Section
__Add new section 
  __Delete section and substitute    
__Delete section; no substitute

_X_ Other, Explain: 

Please type below the proposed amendment. If you propose to change a section, please copy the original text from either the IBC 2009 or IRC 2009 or pertinent I-code. Indicate with strike out the text you propose to delete and add new text in either italic or red font.  Also provide justification of your proposal as a second page and include information on the Introduction and Background of your proposal, Pro and Con Reasons for Adoption of it, a summary of estimated Costs for Building Owners, and Life Safety Benefits for building occupants.  When complete email this file to mike.guigli@state.ma.us. Please use additional pages if necessary.
This proposal is intended to update references standards to the current standards of practice which came out shortly after the 2009 IBC publication and therefore, were not available at publication.

Current 8th Edition Massachusetts Amendment with proposed changes in red text:

CHAPTER 35: REFERENCED STANDARDS

Chapter 35 Replace introductory paragraph with this paragraph as follows:

This chapter lists the standards that are referenced in various sections of this document. The standards are listed herein by the promulgating agency of the standard, the standard identification, the effective date and title, and the section or sections of this document that reference the standard. The application of the referenced standards shall be as specified in section 102.4. Where a section of this code has been amended to cite a different standard (other than the one listed in this chapter), the referenced standard identified in the body of the code shall prevail, and the referenced standard identified in this chapter is no longer applicable or enforceable as a part of that section. Where a section of this code has been deleted or modified to remove a reference to a specific standard, the referenced standard listed in this chapter is no longer applicable or enforceable as part of this code. Buildings, structures, or conditions not addressed in this code must comply with section 104.10.2.

Insert five referenced standards:

NFPA 140- 2008 which is referenced by MA amendment to Chapter 4.

NFPA 15 – 2007.

NFPA 720 – 2009.

NFPA 750- 2010.

NFPA 130- 2010 “Standard for Fixed Guideway Transit and Passenger Rail Systems” .

NFPA 25 – 2011.
Replace, with later editions, the following two referenced standards:

NFPA 72 – 2010.

NFPA 92B – 2009.
NFPA 13 - 2010. 

NFPA 13R – 2010.

NFPA 13D – 2010.

NFPA 14- 2010.

NFPA 20 -2010.

NFPA 22- 2010.

NFPA 24 – 2010.

	State Use Only

	This proposed amendment was presented at public hearing on _______________________________ and the Board of Building Regulations and Standards has taken the following action:                                                     

	__Approved as submitted   __Approved as amended    __Denied      __Tabled for further study or action


Introduction and Background: The editions of the standards identified represent the most current standard of practice and resolve some outstanding issues with respect to design considerations for systems.  For example, adoption of the 2010 Edition of NFPA 13 would include updated criteria for antifreeze systems and eliminate the confusion related to this issue and the existing onerous prohibition.   For the reasons that the original amendment was approved by the BBRS, it is important to continue with that philosophy to ensure the most current design practices are employed in the commonwealth.
Pro and Con Reasons for Adoption: Pros: Brings the most current design practices to systems installed in the Commonwealth and resolves outstanding issues raised under previous editions. The new NFPA 25 is a companion to the other standards and therefore is necessarily included.  Cons: None.
Costs for Building Owners:  The costs would remain relatively the same as now, or the cost will possibly be reduced as consistent best practices are fostered, confusion is reduced in terms of code application and new and innovative options for design and installation are available of the previous editions.
Life Safety Benefits:  Life safety would remain the same or be increased through the application of the current standards of practice and clearer, more consistent direction relative to design, installation and maintenance of various fire protection and life safety systems.
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