From: Phil Tammaro [mailto:Ptammaro@billericafire.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 7:18 PM
To: Finocchio, Don (DPS)
Subject: Important- Residential Sprinkler Provision

Dear Don:
I am writing to ask you to reconsider your position on residential sprinklers for new homes constructed in Massachusetts.  

Burns are one of the most devastating injuries inflicted on the human body.  As a Professional Firefighter and burn survivor I have first-hand experience with the effects of fire and understand the devastating impact of fire on our lives and communities.  Forty years ago, at the age of two, I was the victim of a house fire that resulted in 3rd degree burns covering 35% of my body.

I am concerned the Massachusetts Board of Building Regulations and Standards is setting a dangerous precedent by going below the established minimum level of safety for home construction.  There is a reason every model building code in the country includes the provision for fire sprinklers in new one and two family homes.  This minimal level of safety saves lives, reduces injuries and lessens the amount of property damage from fire.  As a Firefighter, it's my obligation and duty to ensure that we deliver that same level of safety to Massachusetts.

I strongly urge you to add back into the building code the provision requiring residential fire sprinklers in all new one and two family homes.  

Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,
Phil Tammaro
 

Phil Tammaro FF/EMT

MA Certified Public Fire & Life Safety Educator

 

Billerica Fire Department S.A.F.E. Program

8 Good St

Billerica, MA 01821

978-671-0940 Business

978-502-8706 Cell

ptammaro@billericafire.com
From: Wayne Stocker [mailto:stockers88@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, December 11, 2011 4:40 AM
To: Guigli, Mike (DPS)
Subject: Sprinklers YES

Mike,
Please adopt the mandatory sprinkler requirements. Fire Sprinkler Save Lives period! 
Thank you,
Wayne Stocker
Westfield, MA

From: Diana Tenney [mailto:dianatenney@comcast.net] 
Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 11:48 AM
To: building@townoforange.org; blgale@yahoo.com; Anderson, Robert (DPS); Riley, Tom (DPS); don.finocchio@state.maus; Guigli, Mike (DPS)
Cc: amy@phoenix-society.org; 'Jerry LaPerriere'
Subject: Building Code for Sprinkler Systems in New Construction - Residential

I  write to you today because I want to better protect the citizens and firefighters of Massachusetts from fire. Every model building code in the country includes the provision for fire sprinklers in new one and two family homes. This minimum level of safety makes sense. It saves lives, reduces injuries and lessens the amount of property damage from fire. The facts are clear:

· The risk of dying decreases by about 80 percent when sprinklers are present in the home in the event of a reported fire.

· People in homes with sprinklers are protected against significant property loss—sprinklers reduce the average property loss by 71 percent per fire.

· Property is protected from destruction—meaning that families who survive a fire will also have a place to live and enough resources to continue living their lives as they did before.

· Only the sprinkler closest to the fire will activate, spraying water directly on the fire.

· The cost of installing home fire sprinklers averages $1.61 per square foot for new construction—similar to what is spent on carpet upgrades or a whirlpool bath.

· The BBRS recently promulgated the Massachusetts building code and took out this critical provision. It is a dangerous precedent to go below the established minimum level of safety and puts all of us in Massachusetts at risk.


I urge you to add it back in or at a minimum add it back in and push out the effective date to provide more time for it to be implemented. Your action will better protect the citizens of Massachusetts and its firefighters for generations to come.

Diana Tenney
