State Hazard Mitigation Interagency Committee 

Massachusetts has had an active State Hazard Mitigation Interagency Committee (SHMIC) since its creation in 1991, following two Presidential Disaster Declarations, Hurricane Bob in August and the Halloween Storm in October of that year.  This committee, which consists of state, federal, and private sector organizations, is responsible for contributing to the development of the State Hazard Mitigation Plan as well as reviewing and endorsing project applications proposed by applicants for grant funding.  Mitigation activities in Massachusetts are administered by an executive team called the State Hazard Mitigation Team (SHMT) comprised of staff from Department of Conservation and Recreation and Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency.  The SHMT is always seeking expansion of the Interagency Committee to improve the coordination of the mitigation activities in the Commonwealth.

Current active members of the State Mitigation Interagency Committee include representatives from the State Hazard Mitigation Team and representatives from the following government agencies and private organizations:
STATE AGENCIES

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs

Department of Conservation and Recreation

Department of Environmental Protection

Office of Coastal Zone Management

Department of Fish and Game

Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency

Department of Public Safety

Division of Capital Asset Management

Massachusetts Historical Commission

Board of Building Regulation & Standards

Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners
FEDERAL AGENCIES

US Geologic Survey

US Army Corp of Engineers, New England District

Federal Emergency Management Agency

National Weather Service

US Coast Guard
OTHER AGENCIES

Massachusetts Association of Regional Planning Agencies

Weston Observatory at Boston College

American Red Cross

Franklin Regional Council of Governments

Salvation Army

Northeast States Emergency Consortium

University of Massachusetts

COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

· Provide assistance and input in the review and update the State Hazard Mitigation Plan as required by the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 and 44 CFR, Subpart M. These activities include:

· Assist in the development of a State Risk Assessment

· Review, update, and prioritize recommendations in the State Hazard Mitigation Plan.

· Develop a comprehensive strategy for the development and implementation of the State’s mitigation program.
· Establish internal/agency policies and support the statewide mitigation goals in the State Hazard Mitigation Plan.
· Review recommended project applications for the Unified Hazard Mitigation Assistance Programs.

· Identify additional federal, state and local funding sources for mitigation projects.

· Act as “subject matter experts” for ongoing hazard mitigation projects from initiation to close-out.

· Meet a minimum of once a year during non-disaster years and more frequently if needed
