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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECURITY

_____________________________

MASSACHUSETTS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
400 Worcester Road Framingham, MA 01702-5399

Tel: 508-820-2000   Fax: 508-820-2030

Website: www.mass.gov/mema
Massachusetts SERC

Meeting Minutes

October 13, 2015
Attendees: Mike Castro (MAHMT), James Devlin (MSP), Rich LaTour (MEMA), Doug Forbes (MEMA), Bruce Augusti (MEMA),  Laurie Stewart (MCTA), Jeff Timperi (MEMA), Sean O’Brien (Barnstable County REPC), Andrew Goldberg (AG), Albe Simenas (DEP), David DeGregorio (DFS), Mike Main (MEMA), Jeff Trask (MAEMP), Ryan McGovern (Boston FD), Bud McDonough (OEMS), Leonard Wallace (EPA), Paula Krumsiek (MEMA), Dennis Condon (Needham EMD), Richard Bryan (Quincy FD), Tony Roderick, Jr (Dighton EMD), Dep. Chief Richard Aguiar (Fall River EMD), Heather Tecce (MEMA), Ted Harvey (FRCOG REPC), Amy Alati (BCREPC), Brian Falk (East Longmeadow LEPC), Jaci Hamel (MEMA), Robert Barry (MEMA), Larry Holmberg (HREPC), Mark Heffron (OSHA), Charles Colley (DHS), Tim McDonald (Needham BoH), Rick Tustin (Mystic REPC), Scott LaChance (Greater Attleboro REPC), John Mitchell (Sachem’s Rock REPC), Nick Child (DEP)
I
Attendance was taken and a quorum was present.

II
The minutes from the April 7, 2015 and July 14, 2015 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made to approve the minutes and was seconded. 
III 
SERC Liaison Sub-Committee; EPC Certification Application Proposal 

The SERC Liaison Sub-Committee will no longer be a standing sub-committee; however, its members: Pat Carnevale, James Mannion, Mike Main, Heather Tecce, Nick Child, John Magri, Sean O’Brien, and Dave DiGregorio will be available to assist EPCs in developing their plans required under EPCRA. Requests for assistance would be coordinated through the respective MEMA Region.

EPC Certification Application Proposed Process:

1. An EPC will submit its application to their respective MEMA Region. 

2. The Region will follow a standard process to track and save the application.

3. The Region will conduct its review of the application. This review will focus on ensuring the application is complete and all supporting documents are included. The Region will work with the EPC if any information is incomplete. Once the Region has completed its review and approved the application, the Region will inform MEMA PMO. 

4. MEMA PMO will review the application for completeness. Any questions will be forwarded to the respective MEMA Region. 

5. Once approved, the application will be placed on the next SERC quarterly meeting agenda and the respective Region will be informed.

6. The MEMA Region will ask a representative of the EPC to attend this SERC meeting. A representative of the EPC must physically attend this meeting.
7. The respective MEMA Regional representative will introduce the EPC representative to the SERC and provide:

a. the type of application it has submitted; 

b. a brief overview of: their general involvement with the EPC and their involvement in assisting the EPC on its application.

8. The EPC representative will be asked to provide a brief verbal presentation to the SERC to include:
a. how they developed their plan (i.e., which organizations were involved; what data was used). Start-Up applicants will be asked to provide how the intend to develop their plan
b. general coordination efforts within their respective community, neighboring communities, and the State

c. how they exercised or evaluated their plan and the lessons learned. Start-Up applicants will be asked to provide how they intend to evaluate their plan
d. (if any) questions for the SERC on the application or EPCRA issues

9. The SERC Chair will ask SERC members for deliberation and then motion to either: 

a. Approve the Application; 

b. Approve the Application with Comments (minor items that may require follow-up from the EPC); or 

c. Hold Approval (a specific reason(s) must be provided). An EPC whose application is held for approval can address any gaps identified in their plan by the SERC and re-submit their application for approval. 
This process was voted on and approved by the SERC.
IV
EPC Applications

In accordance with the new process, the following EPC applications were presented for review.  Each EPC representative gave a brief synopsis of the EPC which included its planning process and goals.  A motion to approve was made for each application and was seconded. 

· Mystic Valley REPC – Re-Certification 
· Needham LEPC – Start-Up Certification

· Sachem’s Rock REPC – Start-Up Certification

· Quincy LEPC – Full Certification

· Fall River LEPC – Start-Up Certification

· Greater Attleboro REPC – Start-Up Certification

· Dighton LEPC – Full Certification

· East Longmeadow LEPC – Full Certification

· Franklin County REPC – Re-Certification

· Hampshire County REPC – Re-Certification

V 
Tier II Reporting for RY 2015
As stated in MEMA’s September 2015 Tier II Reporting: RY 2015 memorandum, the Massachusetts SERC -  for the 2015 Tier II Reporting Year – will require Tier II report filers to submit reports to the SERC via the web-based Tier II Manager System. The SERC will not accept reports developed via other means.

This system is being used by the SERC only. This change would only affect how Massachusetts Tier II filers submit to the Massachusetts SERC; this does not and will not change any Massachusetts EPC and/or Fire Department Tier II reporting requirements.

To assist filers, MEMA will: conduct a training webinar (which will be recorded); provide a comprehensive user’s manual and FAQ section; and migrate all RY 2014 Tier II reports into the Tier II Manager System.

Len Wallace (EPA) asked about the SERC’s authority to require use of the Tier II Manager System. Jeff Timperi responded that MEMA has been designated as the SERC via Governor’s Executive Memorandum and that MEMA’s General Counsel has reviewed the relevant statutes and regulations and found nothing that would preclude MEMA from mandating use of the Tier II Manager System.

Len informed the SERC that EPA will issue emergency regulations that will make changes to the Tier II reports for RY 2015. No tentative date or precise changes were available at this time. The SERC’s Tier II sub-committee will meet to further discuss this potential impact to RY 2015 Tier II reporting.

Update: on 11/3/15, Len Wallace informed MEMA that EPA will not make changes to these regulations until next year.
VI
Bakken Crude Oil spills Response Guide Update
Nick Child (DEP) and John Mitchell (CB&I) presented the Bakken Crude Oil Spills: Response Options and Environmental Impacts document, which is available on DEP’s website here: http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dep/cleanup/laws/bakken-crude-oil-spills-response-options-and-environmental-impacts.pdf
VII 
 Executive Order 13650

Len Wallace, Charles Colley (DHS), and Mark Heffron (OSHA) provided updates on E.O. 13650: Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security, and the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards (CFATS) program. Related fact sheets were disseminated. Additional information on EO 13650 may be found on OSHA’s website here: https://www.osha.gov/chemicalexecutiveorder/
VIII  
Voting Member Appointed

Laurie Stewart from the Massachusetts Chemistry and Technology Alliance (MCTA) who serves as our Industry representative has been appointed as a voting member.

IX 
MEMA Regional Updates
Region I

Cape Ann REPC- No new updates to report

Northern Essex REPC – No new updates to report

Mystic REPC – Mystic REPC met in September for their executive meeting after summer break.   Full membership meeting will be Oct 20 with presentation from Len Wallace (EPA) and Steve Wood of Winchester Hospital. 
Greater Lowell REPC – Greater Lowell met October; there will be active shooter drill with UMass Lowell on November 30 that all participating communities have been invited to.

Metrowest REPC – Metrowest met in October with a presentation from RAVE mobile safety.  In late September, they held a very successful active shooter exercise with Natick Mall and REPC members. The exercise had a hazmat element with a car fire during the active shooter giving off unknown gas and odor. 

North Middlesex REPC- No new updates to report.  
Cambridge LEPC- Cambridge LEPC met in September with a presentation by Jensen Hughes discussing Massachusetts joining 20 other states in the adoption of NFPA-1. This may cause some issues with the OSHA regulations as they are different in what each requires.  

Boston LEPC- No new updates to report.  

Region II
Today we are presenting several applications for certification.

The Needham LEPC for Start-Up certification.

 The Dighton LEPC for Full Certification.

The Sachem Rock REPC for Start-Up certification.  The Sachem Rock REPC includes Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, West Bridgewater, Halifax, Hanson, Raynham and Whitman.

The Greater Attleboro REPC for Start-Up certification.  The Greater Attleboro REPC includes Attleboro, North Attleboro, Norton, Mansfield, Foxboro, Easton, Seekonk and Plainville.

The Quincy LEPC for Full Certification.

The Fall River LEPC for Start-Up Certification.

We are currently assisting the Barnstable County REPC with their Re-Certification application.

The communities of Fall River, Randolph, Plympton, and Rehoboth are working on Full Certification and hope to present their applications at the next SERC meeting.

The South Coast REPC and the South East Norfolk REPC are working on Start-Up Certification.

Future plans include assisting the City of Brockton with their Re-Certification application.

Region III/IV

The Western Regional office has been actively working on re-certifications on the following regional groups: Franklin County (26) communities; Hampshire County (20) communities; East Longmeadow (1). We have a representative from each community to speak on behalf of their group’s efforts. For the two regional groups this is their 2nd re-certification. Looking ahead for January: Southern, Central, and Northern Berkshire will be completed along with Tri- Epic and Northern Wachusett. The City of Worcester will also be completed.

NEXT MEETING DATE

January 12, 2016 from 10am -12noon at MEMA Headquarters (Training Room)
2016 Meeting Schedule
All meetings will be held at MEMA HQ in Framingham and run from 10am – 12noon in the Training Room

· 1/12/16

· We will need to re-schedule or cancel the April meeting due to Boston Marathon related activity.

· 7/12/16

· 10/11/16
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