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617.947.3797
MA Police Adopt New Enforcement Strategy to 

Fight Crime and Crashes
Federal Model Uses Data to Identify Hot Spots

Fitchburg, MA – State and local police will be able to zero in on high-crime areas, improving public safety while maximizing resources, under a new law enforcement effort announced today by the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS) Highway Safety Division.

The “Data Driven Approaches to Crime and Traffic Safety” (DDACTS) model was created by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and Department of Justice.

Crime and traffic crashes often occur in the same locations, and DDACTS will allow police to identify problem areas through the use of existing data on crime and traffic crashes and input from the community, explained Sheila Burgess, Director of EOPSS’s Highway Safety Division.

The new effort was announced as representatives of local and state police agencies from New England, including the Massachusetts, Maine and New Hampshire State Police, gathered to attend a three-day training in preparation for implementing DDACTS in their departments.

“DDACTS has proven to be very effective at reducing both crime and automobile crashes in communities where it’s been tested on a pilot basis,” Burgess said.  “We want to take that success and duplicate it across Massachusetts and New England.”

“If the data analysis reveals that criminal activity and traffic crashes are occurring at a certain place within a community, that’s where law enforcement activities need to be focused. A non-biased, data-driven approach to crime and traffic safety delivers law enforcement services at the right place at the right time,” said Joseph A. McMillan, past president of the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives. 

Before its national launch, DDACTS was pilot-tested in the following communities: Baltimore County, Maryland Police Department; Lafourche Parish, Louisiana Sheriff’s Office; Nashville, Tennessee Police Department; Oakland, California Police Department; Rochester, New York Police Department; St Albans Police Department and Vermont State Police; and Washoe County, Nevada Police Department.

Other DDACTS partners include The National Institute of Justice (NIJ). Nationally DDACTS supporters join both traditional and non-traditional partners : IACP (International Association of Chiefs of Police); NSA (National Sheriffs’ Association); FHA (Federal Highway Administration); FMCSA (Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration); APPA (American Probation and Parole Association); AAMVA  (American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators); NCJA (National Criminal Justice Association); IACA (International Association of Crime Analysts); NOBLE (National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives); NDAA (National District Attorneys Association).
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