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State Officials and Arbella Insurance Show Junior Operators the Risks of Distracted Driving
Teen Drivers Experience Distracted Driving Simulator
REVERE, MA - Hoping to put the brakes on dangerous and illegal driving habits, officials from the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS) and Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) gathered at Revere High School today to tour the “Distractology 101” mobile classroom operated by the Arbella Insurance Foundation. The course teaches teens how texting and talking on a cell phone can impair their driving skills by utilizing driving simulators and software programs developed by professors at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.

The Safe Driving Law signed by Governor Patrick which went into effect September 30, 2010, bans texting for all drivers and all cell phone use by drivers under 18 years old.  Drivers cited for sending, typing or reading electronic messages from a handheld device while operating a motor vehicle will be subject to a $100 fine.  This includes use of the Internet and especially text messaging.  In addition to a fine, junior operators could also lose their license for 60 days if they are caught using a cell phone while driving.  
With the 36-foot long, bright yellow “Distractology” trailer as a backdrop, state officials were flanked by law enforcement, local legislators and other safe driving partners to send the strong message that distracted driving is dangerous, unsafe and will be enforced.

“Everyone here today shares the common goal of driving safely on the Commonwealth’s roadways.  And we hope that everyone will take advantage of opportunities to improve their own behavior and abide by the provisions of the Safe Driving law,” said Mary Elizabeth Heffernan, Secretary of the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security.

“Enforcement and education go hand in hand to discourage every driver from using a mobile device behind the wheel,” said MassDOT Registrar Rachel Kaprielian. “This is about changing dangerous behavior and curtailing a public safety hazard for anyone who uses our roadways, including pedestrians and bicyclists.”
"We can’t rely solely on our lawmakers to create change. Legislation is a step in the right direction, yet it’s important to remember that education is also a critical part of changing driving behaviors. Drunk driving was the first epidemic, and thanks to widespread education efforts, alcohol-related traffic fatalities have decreased 50 percent since 1980. Tough laws are important, but they aren’t enough," said John Donohue, chairman and president of the Arbella Insurance Group Charitable Foundation.

Revere High School students experienced the “Distractology” driving simulator and were shown the dangers and consequences of driving while multi-tasking.  According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), driving while distracted kills more than 6,000 people a year.  Furthermore, teens are four times more likely to be involved in a crash than more experienced drivers.  The under-20 age group has the greatest proportion of distracted drivers – 16 percent of all drivers younger than 20 involved in fatal crashes were reported to have been distracted while driving.
The Arbella Insurance Group Charitable Foundation (“Arbella”) created Distractology 101. The free driving simulator tour, based on Arbella-funded research conducted with the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, is designed to create a new generation of safe drivers.  The trailer travels to select communities throughout Massachusetts and Rhode Island to train new drivers on how to anticipate hidden hazards, react to events on the road and avoid accidents. 
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