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Minutes of the Massachusetts Traffic Records                            Coordinating Committee Meeting-December 13, 2010
TRCC Meeting Logistics

	Meeting
	Massachusetts Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC)

	Date/Time
	Monday, December 13, 2010, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

	Sponsor
	Highway Safety Division (HSD), Office of Grants and Research (OGR), Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS)

	Facilitator
	Barbara Rizzuti, Program Coordinator, EOPSS/HSD

	Participants
	Donna Brennan, Merit Rating Board (MRB)

Neil Boudreau, Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT)
Officer Ed Burman, Framingham Police Department
Richard Conard, MassDOT/Highway Division
Mario Damiata, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)

Shirley Diotte, U.S. Department of Transportation  Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
Marc Germain, Research and Policy Analysis, OGR
Ray Guarino, Old Colony Planning Commission 
Richard Hill, MRB
Sylvia Hobbs, DPH
Jennifer Inzana, MassDOT
Kathy Jacob, Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)/ Central Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS)
Officer Lance Lawson, Mansfield Police Department 

Sgt. Jamie Lovell, Danvers Police Department


	Filomena Lupo, EOPSS/Office of Technology and Information Services (OTIS), Massachusetts State Police
Chief Robert Meaney, Medfield Police Department

Charlene Oakley, NHTSA

Jerry O’Keefe, DPH
Chief Neil Ouellette, Danvers Police Department 

Nancy Panaro, Department of Health Care Finance and Policy
Karen Perduyn, RMV
Bonnie Polin, MassDOT

Jean Pontikas, DPH

Abdullah Rehayem, DPH
Robin Riessman, UMassSAFE

Barbara Rizzuti, EOPSS/HSD
Jennie Sbrogna, EOPSS/OTIS, Massachusetts State Police
Officer Ben Stickney, Sherborn Police Department
Alex Wagner, Research and Policy Analysis, OGR

Marjorie Weinberger, MassDOT
Paul Windle, EOPSS/OTIS
Casey Woodley, EOPSS/OTIS

	Location
	State Transportation Building, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA, Conference Rooms 5 & 6

	Agenda
	Agenda

· Brief introductions by TRCC members 
· Review/Approval of October 15, 2010 minutes

· Framingham Police Department crash program, Officer Ed Burman

· CODES update, Robin Riessman and Mike Knodler, UMassSafe
· Police department reporting issues, Bonnie Polin, Massachusetts Department of Transportation

· Update on contract with Boston Police Department to increase crash reporting

· Project Progress Reports

Karen Perduyn, Registry of Motor Vehicles: E-Submission Project 



Sylvia Hobbs, Department of Public Health: Massachusetts Ambulance Trip Record Information System and Trauma Registry

    Casey Woodley, Office of Technology and Information Services: Electronic Data  Capture System

· Financial Summary

· Other business/Upcoming Events

· Adjourn

	Next Meeting
	    Friday, February 18, 2011, 10:00am – 12:00pm, Conference Rooms 2 & 3 of the State Transportation Building


Meeting Summary
Welcome and Introductions
Barbara Rizzuti welcomed attendees then asked everyone to introduce themselves. Barbara Rizzuti said that Sheila Burgess had a personal matter that she needed to take care of and would be chairing the meeting in her absence. 
Approval of Minutes

There was a motion by Richard Hill to approve the minutes from October 15, 2010. The motion was seconded and there were no objections. The minutes were approved.

 Framingham Police Department Crash Program
Officer Ed Burman of the Framingham Police Department provided a demo of their crash program from Iytec. Each officer has their own log-in account for the system.  They can start reports, save them, and finish them at any time. Once an officer completes a crash report, the system will audit it and if it is missing any of the required fields, the officer cannot send it for a supervisor’s approval. Once the report is approved, it is now available to send to the state and it is also available for import into their records management system.
Framingham Police Department signed onto Docview, which allows individuals to purchase crash reports online. The department is able to see crash reports from other cities/towns and who bought which of their city’s crash reports. However, criminal reports are not released. With this crash system, the Framingham Police Department is able to pull up street names using drop-down boxes. The system is also able to access registration information. In addition, officers are able to pre-draw common crash locations to make it easier to write reports. It usually takes five-six minutes for an officer to complete the report. 
This system allows the clerk to process the crash reports in about 15 minutes per day leaving him/her to perform other duties that he/she was unable to perform due to the time it took processing the reports. 

Officer Ed Burman also mentioned that if the Commonwealth allowed it, Iytec could accept citation payments online and then they would send the money collected to the state after they take a fee. If the Commonwealth agrees to do this, the application would be free to every department in the state.  Richard Hill notes that it seemed like a lot of money would be going to a third party. 
   CODES Update
Robin Riessman from UMassSAFE explained that the Crash Outcome Data Evaluation System (CODES) is a collaborative approach to obtain medical and financial outcome information related to motor vehicle crashes for highway safety and injury control decision making. Currently, it is housed at UMassSAFE. Robin Riessman noted that there is a lot of overlap between the CODES Advisory Board and the TRCC, so she wanted to update everyone at this meeting. Robin Riessman said the 2006 and 2007 data has been linked. UMassSAFE is also working on fact sheets using the CODES data. 

UMassSAFE has finalized the data sharing agreement (attached) for state agencies to receive CODES data. Robin Riesman said that she would send electronic copies of the agreement to the TRCC and post it on their website.  Lastly, Robin Riesman noted that she and Mike Knodler from UMassSAFE have been working with EOPSS/HSD and their Research and the Policy Analysis Division of EOPSS/OGR on transferring CODES to them.  UMassSAFE’s goal is to maintain the CODES project in Massachusetts and continue to provide analysis findings as well as the CODES linked data to as many highway stakeholders as possible.  UMassSAFE had been trying to find where the best place would be to house the CODES program moving forward; there are some aspects which they believe do not make it the right fit for their university setting.   
Sylvia Hobbs asked Mario Damiata about using rehabilitation and inpatient claims data for CODES. Sylvia Hobbs said that this would be unique and Massachusetts would be the first to show how much motor vehicle crashes really cost. Mario Damiata said that NHTSA is open to that linkage and he notes that they would like to see states put more funds toward CODES. Mario Damiata also noted that CODES is eligible for Section 408 funding and the data from CODES needs to find its way to highway safety messaging. 

Robin Riessman said that the next step is to expand the data sharing agreement to researchers, who would be charged a fee. Casey Woodley said that the I-95 Corridor Coalition may be interested in the data. 
Police department reporting issues

Bonnie Polin describe some of the crash reporting issues ( examples are attached). One of the main concerns is the inaccurate locations. Bonnie Polin also mentioned that some reports don’t include any location information, and some data is on fields that they don’t belong on. Some reports list the wrong town for the crash location. Bonnie Polin would like to encourage the police to check the data they submit. Jerry O’Keefe mentioned that the UMass education tools that were developed could be used. 
Chief Bob Meaney asked how important the location information is.  Bonnie Polin said that for her, it is very important. Chief Bob Meaney said that his officers use pole numbers a lot for crash reports. Bonnie Polin said that pole numbers are not helpful for these reports.  Mario Damiata asked that the chiefs in Massachusetts prioritize what data they list to indicate location.  Bonnie Polin said that they would accept multiple elements to indicate the location (i.e. mile marker, street names, etc), but pole numbers wouldn’t be one of them. Mario Damiata suggested writing a letter to the chiefs. Bonnie Polin said that she thinks that would be helpful.  
Karen Perduyn said that the RMV still accepts crash reports even if the location information isn’t validated. Karen Perduyn said that the RMV will not accept reports without location information, although Bonnie Polin noted that some of the reports she has received do not include location information. Karen Perduyn said that she will look into it. 
Update on contract with Boston Police Department to increase crash reporting
Barbara Rizzuti reported that the Boston Police Department recently came under contract with EOPSS/HSD to increase crash reporting. Casey Woodley asked for Barbara Rizzuti to reach out to the Boston Police Department to see if they would sit on the TRCC. Barbara Rizzuti said that she would. Bonnie Polin mentioned that Boston Police Department has been reporting more of their crash reports than they had previously reported. Barbara Rizzuti noted that a footnote would be added to the 2010 Strategic Plan for Traffic Records Improvements indicating that Boston Police Department is the grant recipient. 
Project Progress Reports

Karen Perduyn gave a brief update on the E-Submission Project.  She said that the RMV is in the process of purchasing a drawing tool. She is hoping that it will be purchased by the end of December.  
Abdullah Rehayem gave a brief update on the Massachusetts Ambulance Trip Record Information System (MATRIS) and Sylvia Hobbs gave a brief update of the Trauma Registry. DPH has had 183 individuals attend training sessions and 115 user agreements have been signed. DPH said that they will also provide training to TRCC members. Sylvia Hobbs mentioned that DPH has applied for a National Institute of Health Grant, which would link all claims and trauma care data. DPH is still waiting to see if they will be awarded funding. 

Casey Woodley and Paul Windle gave an update on the electronic data capture project (The PowerPoint presentation is attached). Paul Windle described the new process for all data exchange projects moving forward. Casey Woodley then reviewed the project timeline and the approach for this project.  Casey Woodley said that OTIS has already met with some stakeholders and initiated an inventory assessment. They have also met with law enforcement in Massachusetts for their input and possible project vendors. Casey Woodley then described the next steps for the project and noted that she would keep the TRCC updated. Mario Damiata asked if the requirements document will be sent to the TRCC for review.  Casey Woodley said that she would send it along with project activity reports. 
Financial Summary
Barbara Rizzuti had passed out a summary of the traffic records expenses for the last three years. This will be discussed in more detail at the next TRCC meeting. Barbara Rizzuti asked the attendees if they had any questions about the financial summary as of December 13, 2010 that was also distributed.  No one responded and she told them they could follow up with her if they have questions in the future. 
Adjourn

Barbara Rizzuti then thanked everyone for attending. 
Meeting adjourned.
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