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Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

     Health Disparities Council 





Disparities Council Agenda

Meeting Minutes

One Ashburton Place, 21st Floor, Rooms 2 and 3

Monday September 27, 2010

2:00 – 4:00 PM

1. Approval of Minutes

Senator Fargo called for the approval of the minutes from the June 28, 2010 meeting.  No objection was voiced and the minutes were approved.

2. Updates:

Legislative Group:  Senator Fargo gave an update on S.810, An Act to Eliminate Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities in the Commonwealth.  S.810 was redrafted into S. 2593 by the Senate Ways and Means Committee and reported out favorably to the Senate Ethics and Rules Committee.  On Monday, September 20th it was reported favorably, engrossed by the Senate, and sent to the House of Representatives, where it will be sent to the House Ways and Means Committee.
3. EHS Office of Health Equity
Report Card Group: Kristen Golden of DPH gave a presentation on the Report Card Group’s work.  She presented the sections to be included in the Report Card.  The proposed sections are: 1) an overview of disparities in Massachusetts with high-level data; 2) an in-depth overview of disparities focusing on asthma, cardiovascular disease, diabetes and obesity, and; 3) the social determinants of health.  The first section will focus on major causes of illness and death in the population, as well as health issues known to have high levels of racial and ethnic disparity.  The second section will focus on health areas where DPH has access to the most complete and comprehensive data from sources like BRFSS and birth and death records.  The third section will focus on societal determinants of health and will include areas where DPH staff has the most complete data and issue experience in order to perform a comprehensive analysis.  There will be two societal factors studied, the first of which will be tobacco, and the second of which is yet to be determined.  Following the presentation, there were several questions on the data and analysis process from attendees.
4. Announcements
Attorney General’s Health Care Grant Request for Proposals: Lois Johnson from the AGO told the Council about the new Health Care Grant program offered by the AGO.  The grants are available to municipalities and non-profit organizations aimed at promoting health and wellness in underserved areas and reducing health disparities in Massachusetts.  The grants will total $1.5 million, with qualifying organizations eligible to receive up to $250,000 over two years to develop programs benefitting residents by reducing health disparities, managing chronic diseases and/or promoting wellness in underserved populations.  The funding comes from recent settlements between the AGO and pharmaceutical and health care companies.  The deadline for proposals is October 22, 2010. More information can be found at www.mass.gov/ago/grants.
5. Future Meetings

The group ended the meeting and resolved to meet again on Monday, November 22, 2010.
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