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Health Disparities Council
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 9, 2011
One Ashburton Place, 21st Floor
2:00AM – 4:00 PM
1. How Payment/System Delivery Reform Will Affect Health Equity 

Senator Fargo emphasized that the Health Disparities Council (HDC) should have a presence in reform.

What is Payment/System Delivery Reform? 
David Martin from the Executive Office of Health and Human Services provided an overview of health care cost containment and delivery reform.  The reform is based on 3 principles: 1) better, more coordinated care 2) healthier people, and 3) lower health care costs.
Nancy Kressin, of Boston Medical Center, Lois Johnson, from the Office of the Attorney General, and Dr. Paul Mendis from the Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers addressed concerns regarding the development of accurate risk adjustment.  Georgia Simpson May from the Department of Public Health questioned whether patients will have access to medical interpreter services.  Pam Jones from the Boston Public Health Commission was pleased to see that behavioral health is considered, but expressed concern regarding oral health needs. David Martin explained that over the next few years pilot programs in these areas will help answer these concerns and shape the system’s infrastructure.
Presentation by the HDC Legislative Working Group 
The Health Disparities Council Legislative Working Group (LWG), chaired by Council member Dr. Sara Orozco of the Massachusetts School of Professional Psychology, is charged with helping advance existing disparities-related legislation as well as tracking ongoing health care cost containment and payment reform efforts in the Legislature.

Lois Johnson described feedback received by the Council regarding revisions to the guiding principles of payment/system delivery reform.  
Senator Fargo expressed the need for the Council to be strategic in its engagement of legislators.  The Legislative Working Group recommended arranging meetings with the legislature to promote the Council’s principles.
3.  Updates: 
Flu Guide: Georgia Simpson May of the Department of Public Health provided an overview of the DPH Flu Guide.  The guide can be found online at http://www.mass.gov/flu.
HDC Report Card: Simpson May provided an update on the HDC Report Card. The Report Card project began in 2009 as an effort to provide a snapshot of where disparities are occurring within the state by chronic disease area.  Ms. Simpson May shared highlights regarding disparities in asthma hospitalization, low birth weight, C-sections, and gestational diabetes.  These disparities may require intervention by the Council.  Jay Youmans from the Executive Office of Health and Human Services announced that the final draft of the report will be sent to the Council members in advance of the January 2012 meeting for discussion.
4.  Approve September HDC meeting minutes 
Senator Fargo called for the approval of the minutes from the September 14, 2011 meeting.  No objection was voiced and the minutes were approved.

5.  Future Meetings

The group ended the meeting and resolved to meet again on Wednesday, January 25, 2011 from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm.  
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