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Communities Count – Worcester
$2.39 Million in Neighborhood Stabilization Program Funds:

DHCD awarded Worcester $2.39 million in funds for the acquisition and  rehabilitation of foreclosed and vacant properties in the Main South/Piedmont/Chandler neighborhoods.

$2.8 Million in Funds to Help End Homelessness in Worcester:

The state is awarding approximately $1.9m in Moving to Economic Opportunity Program (MEOP) rental assistance over the next four years to 40 Worcester area families at risk of becoming homeless, through a $7m statewide investment from MassHousing.  

Additional funds will go to help the creation of a new triage center and improve existing services to the homeless and those at risk of becoming homeless. 
$4.73 Million in Funds for Weatherization Assistance Program: 

Working with state and local partners, homeowners will receive an average $5,000 per home for general weatherization and heating system upgrades. 

The funds will come from federal, state and local private sources, and will help as many as 120 houses in the Communities Count Initiative area over the next three years.  
Community Action Council’s Youth Energy Efficiency and Conservation Outreach:
Allocation of $2.4 million in funds to help create summer jobs for local at-risk youth.
Participants will receive weatherization & energy conservation orientation, and then participate in a seven-week employment program across the city. Certain participants will be eligible long-term training and job placement.
Workshop for Small Businesses on Surviving Economy:

Sponsored by the Office of Small Business & Entrepreneurship and their partners in Worcester, the Worcester Business Resource Alliance, and the Martin Luther King Empowerment Center.  

Consumer Affairs Foreclosure Help Workshop at Worcester Technical High School: 

On July 22, the Office of Consumer Affairs will host their second foreclosure workshop that will allow homeowners to meet with lenders in order to discuss potential solutions to loan problems. The aim of these workshops is to prevent foreclosure, which has disproportionately hurt Main South.

